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Truck driver did it, says 
cabbie who saw Razon 
son’s fatal car accident 


= BUSINESS /В! 
Budget deficit kept 
below P48-B ceiling 
despite overspending 
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Militant Luisita union 
leader killed, 14th 
victim in hacienda 


а NEWS/ м. 
Liberal Party, Drilon 
faction, expels 


Atienza, Defensor 


Palace admits PP 1017 
pulled GMA ratings down 


MALACARANG CONCEDED YESTERDAY THAT 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's declaration of a 
state of national emergency might have made her 
more unpopular with a growing number of Fil- 
iplnos, as a natlonwlde survey had shown. 
Speaking in a radio Interview, Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye quoted Felipe Miranda, head of the 
survey firm Pulse Asia inc., as saying that if it 
„were not for Presidential Proclamation No. 1017, 
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Baywalking Dinky nabbed 


Anti-GMA group strolls by Manila Bay in ‘Out N 


FVR to Gringo: Stop 
dreaming, surrender 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


the charismatic officer was те- 


portedly hiding under a bed in 


IF FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL 
Ramos has any advice to former 
Sen. Gregorio "Gringo” Honasan, 
itis for him to stop dreaming. 

"They always said ‘Our Dreams 
Will Never Die. You know, that is 
really a fantasy. Its not invented 
by him. That is Diana Ross,” 
Ramos said, referring to the 
‘American iconic pop singer of the 
Supremes. 

"Why pursue something that's 
really not of your own invention? 
Of course, to romanticists, ideal- 
ists, that is a very valid ambition,” 
Ramos added. He was alluding to 
Honasems long-running cam- 
paign for political reforms and 
change. 

Ramos was Armed Forces Chief 
of Staff when troops captured the 
then also fugitive Honasan while 


FULL OF GRACE: President Arroyo poses with Bishop Arturo Bastes 

(eft), Msgr. Augusto Laban (right) after Mass celebrating the 50th 

sacerdotal anniversary of the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul in Sorsogon 
Bastesis the fourth bishop she visited in the last seven days. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


FOR MANY, IT WAS THEIR FIRST TIME TO 
see a doctor. 

‘They came in droves from all over Ne- 
gros—some in bare feet—packing the gymna- 
sium, the usual site of the medical mission, re- 
called Dr. Leo Gangoy, a family medicine spe- 
cialist from Virginia and a graduate of the 
Southwestern University College of Medicine 
in Cebu. 

fn three days, Gangoy and his wife Caroli- 
na, a nurse, saw a whopping 3,000 patients in 
a small town in Negros last January. They ran 
ош of supplies which they had brought from 
the United States and had to make local pur- 
chases. 

Gangoy went to the United States long be- 
fore his compatriots began flocking abroad to 


Valle Verde, Pasig in 1987. 

‘Also linked to coup attempts, 
Honasan escaped months later 
from a Navy ship where he was 
being held, with all his guards. 
He resurfaced in 
years in hiding. 

Speaking to reporters, Ramos 
called on Honasan to come out and 
face the rebellion charges against 
him, saying the former senator was 
too well known a public figure to 
go on hiding and no longer the 
dashing Gringo that he used tobe. 

Ramos issued the appeal after 
the police said that it had put up a 
PS million bounty for Honasan’s 
capture so he could answer coup 
charges for his alleged involvement. 
in the 2003 Oakwood mutiny. 

“е really so degrading for him 
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Slain Pasig trader’s kin: 
He had no foes but Chavit 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


SAYING HE HAD NO ENEMIES EXCEPT ILOCOS 
Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson, the family of 
slain businessman Leonardo Umale yesterday of- 
fered a P10-million reward for anyone with infor- 
mation about the four gunmen linked to the mur- 
der and their mastermind. 

But police said they could not Invite Singson 

SLAIN/ A6 


ow black T-shirts 


By Tina G. Santos 


THEY WERE ONLY AT 
Roxas Boulevard for a 
walk, so they claimed. 

But police wondered 
why they were all'wear- 
ing black Tshirts and 
immediately pounced 
on them. 


Members of the Western Police 
District arrested early evening 
yesterday former Social Welfare 
and Development Secretary 
Corazon “Dinky” Soliman for al- 
leged illegal assembly. 

Soliman was arrested together 
with Vicente Romano, lead con- 
venor ofthe Black-and-White Move- 
ment (BWM), a group seeking Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's resigna- 
tion. 

BAYWALKING/ A4 


ARRESTED FOR 
BAYWALKING: Western 
Police District cops pounce 
on Dinky Soliman. 


Honasan 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and T] Burgonio 


SAYING FORMER SEN. GREGO- 
rio Honasan was no ordinary man, 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon warned the 
administration to exercise care in 
handling its case against the for- 
mer colonel it had accused of in- 
volvement in a coup plot. 

"They should be careful with 
him. Gringo is not an ordinary cit- 
izen. He used to be a senator. He 
has a following in and out of the. 
military" Biazon said during a 
dinner on Thursday with the In- 
quirer staff. 

“What they are doing could 
temporarily suppress the per- 
ceived threat coming from 
Gringo's direction, but it can also 
be double-bladed." 

Biazon said a mishandling of 
Honasan's case could fuel more 
restiveness among his supporters. 

“ft сап arouse feelings from the 
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| Fil-American doctor keeps 
coming home to give back 


work as doctors, nurses and caregivers. But 
unlike many of them, this retired US Navy 
captain would return home with a team of Fil- 
ipino and American doctors for a weeklong 
medical mission. He has been doing so for the 
past 20 years. 

Every year since the 1980s, the medical 
mission would fly in and visit the poorest 
barangays in the country. [t was the team's 
way of giving back the blessings they were 
given, Gangoy said. 

"The poor people heré cannot be compared 
elsewhere—thcy're really poor,” he said in an 
interview with the INguIRER. 

"Through the years, Gangoy has witnessed 
the worsening health condition in the Philip- 
pines, especially in the wake of the massive 
exodus of doctors and nurses. 
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АЕР spokesman gagged after 
‘nation will collapse’ quote 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


‘THE SPOKESPERSON CLAMS UR 

Ignoring furious protests among lawmakers, 
the Armed Forces did not take back the claims 
made by its public information office (PIO) chief, 
Col. Tristan Kison, that the military played a 
make-or-break role in President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's political survival. 

Without bothering to explain himself, Kison 
would no longer take calls from reporters after 
his statement Wednesday that the "the nation 


PANTAY 
Babar ANG 


“WE DEFEND DEMOCRACY BUT 
we don't practice democracy in 
the military" according to Navy 
Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga. 
Members of the military 
should not speak their minds in 
public, Mayuga said, defending 


preempting its ruling in the Oakwood mutiny 
Case, was suddenly reappointed as AFP 
spokesperson. 


November last year by then AFP Deputy Chief of 


‘We defend democracy, 
but we don't practice it 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


will collapse" if the military gave in to pressure. 
to withdraw support from the President. 

Тһе statement was roundly rebuked by law- 
makers but Kison refused to take it back. 

Brig. Gen. Jose Honrado, an Air Force gen- 
eral who was castigated by a military court for 


Honrado was replaced as spokesperson in 


NATION/AB 


the Armed Forces that insisted it 
was illegal for the Marines to join. 
anti-Arroyo protesters at the Ed- 
sa rallies on Feb. 24. 

Speaking to reporters during a 
break in the budget deliberations 
ofthe Department of National 
Defense (DND) in the House of 

WE DEFEND/ ALO 


SOUND OF MUSIC: PDI founding chair Eggie Apostol, 
shoes to enjoy “Never Again Concert for Freedom” on 
bands and singers lice Noel Cabangon (ей) perform for free 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Tho Eastern Visayas and Eater Mindanao wi expe 
эле тозду cloudy skies wi scattered ralashowers and isolated 
iunerstorms The rst ot th country wil be party cloudy toa 
Times cloudy wih isolated rainshowes. noii 
toy токо ESCO 
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GMA appoints 
Nachura to replace 
Benipayo as SolGen 


By Christine Avendaño ~ 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
Toyo yesterday appointed her 
chief legal counsel, Antonio 
Eduardo Nachura, as Solicitor 
General, replacing Alfredo 
Benipayo who quit early this 
week after defending the Presi- 
dents state of emergency dec- 
laration at the Supreme Court. 

Nachura, 64, said in a phone 
interview that he had accepted 
the appointment. 

He said the President had 
called him last Thursday to of- 
fer him the post. He said he 
told the President he had "cer- 
tain reservations” about ac- 
cepting as he was afraid he 
would “not be up for the job.” 

But the President was insis- 
tent, telling him that majority 
of the Cabinet had recom- 
mended him. 

"ев hard to say 'no' to the 
President,” and he eventually 
accepted, said Масша. 

“The President is convinced 
that сап do it and I hope I can 
meet her expectations,” he 
said 

Press Secretary Ignacio- 
Bunye said Nachura will as- 
sume his new position “be- 
tween March 23 and April 1 to 
allow for smooth transition 
and turnover." 

Bunye, who announced the 
appointment to reporters, said 
"Nachura has a wide knowl- 
edge and experience in the 
field of law, and we believe he 
would be able to do his job 
well.” 

Nachura, an expert on 
constitutional law, said he 
would no longer need to de- 
fend the emergency declara-, 
tion after the Supreme Court 
had heard the oral argu- 
ments. 

Nachura has barely 
warmed his seat as Ms Ar- 
royo's chief legal counsel, 
having assumed the post only 


NACHURA: It's hard to say 
‘no’ to the President. 
last Feb.16. 

Bunye said there was a short 
list of candidates being consid- 
ered to replace Nachura as 
presidential legal counsel 

A former member of the 
House of Representatives from 
‘Samar, Nachura was one of the 
prosecutors in the impeach- 
ment trial of deposed President 
Estrada in 2000. 

Benipayo resigned last 
week without explanation, 
just days after hearings 
opened at the Supreme Court 
to hear seven petitions ques- 
tioning Ms Arroyo's emergen- 
cy decree. 

He declined to comment on 
the reasons for his resignation, 
but Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said Benipayo had 
told him he wanted to go back 
to private life and resume his 
law practice. 

‘An unnamed official at the 
Solicitor General's office said 
Benipayo had been forced out 
because Malacaiiang was un- 
happy with his defense of 
Proclaniation 1017 at the high 
court. 

During oral” argumeiits on 
March 7, Benipayo acknowl- 
‘edged that the implementation 
of 1017 may have been flawed. 

With AP 
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rilon LP faction cuts 


By T] Burgonio 


GEN. TRIAS, CAVITE - 
TOOTH FOR A TOOTH. 

After being ousted early this 
month during a “rump session” 
called by the Liberal Party faction 
of Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, it 
was the tum of Senate President 
Franklin Drilon, also LP president, 
yesterday to give Atienza a dose 
of his own medicine. 


At LP's general assembly held here, Drilon 
announced the ouster of Atienza, Presidential 
chief of staff Michael Defensor and three oth- 
ers from the party. 

Drilon said the five party members allied 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo мете 
“deemed resigned.” 

“Because of the grass violation and disregard of 
the Constitution of the.LP by their holding of the 
rrumpsession on March 2, itis with regret [that Tan- 
тошке this.” Drilon said before a mammoth 
crowd of party stalwarts, leaders and their support- 
ers atthe Gen. Tras convention and cukural center 

"We have to do this in order to strengthen 
the party" lie added. 

Арап from Atienza and Defensor, also expelled 
from the party were Antique Gov. Sally Perez, 
Northern Samar Rep. Harlin Cast-Abayon and 
Batangas Gov. Armand Sanchez, said Drilon. 

‘At the general assembly, Drilon announced 
that Atienza was replaced as party chair by 
Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan; 
and Perez as vice president for ће Visayas by 
Capiz Gov. Vic Bermejo. 

The announcement came two weeks after 
‘Atienza’s LP faction called a convention on 
March 2atthe Manila Hotel that was turned into 
an election of new LP officers. Drilon, who was 
“ousted” in the election, petitioned the Commis- 
sion on Elections to declare this legal. 
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WHO SAID politics is addition? Members of the Liberal Party belonging to the faction of. 
Senate President Franklin Drilon (center) raise their hands during its general assembly Friday 
in Gen. Trias, Cavite. With Drilon are, from left, former Education Secretary Florencio Abad, 
Rep. Jun Abaya, Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, Cavite Gov. Ayong Maliksi and Rep. Noynoy Aquino. 


Party chair emeritus Jovito Salonga tried to 
broker talks between the two factions, but 
this fell through after Defensor voiced opposi- 
tion to any mediation. 

Other new LP officers elected yesterday were 
“Tarlac Rep. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino Ш, vice chair, 
Sen. Manuel Roxas П, executive vice president; for- 
mer DepEd Secretary Florencio “Butch” Abad, vice 
president for policy, platform and advocacy; and 
Bukidnon Rep. Nereus Acosta, secretary general. 

The decision to expel Atienza's group was 
based on a resolution drafted by the party's 
National Political Council, while the designa- 
tion of a new set of officers was based on par- 
ty consensus, according to Drilon. 

“Inyo ang Manila City Hall amin ang 
Cavite,” a fired-up Drilon said at one point of 
his speech, virtually turning the party gather- 
ing into a campaign rally. 

*] accept the challenge of Defensor to hold 
new elections provided that the President submit 
herself to an election in this country. Only this 


By Nikko Dizon and Dona Pazzibugan 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF GEN. GENEROSO 
Senga is set to issue an “official version” of the 
events that transpired within the military 
leadership on Feb. 23 to 24 when a plan by 
top-ranking officers to withdraw from the 
military chain of command 
was thwarted, the INQUIRER 
learned yesterday. 

"He will be the one to issue 
the official version soon to 
once and for all kill speculative 
stories that have been coming 
out,” said a military source 
who requested anonymity. 

Senga’s statement would 
come complete with a timeline 
ofthe events of those two days. 

‘According to the source, the 
decision to come out with an of- 
ficial version was decided after 


-Senga met this week with the 


commanders of the major services - Army Chief 
и. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Је, Air Force Com- 
manding General Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes and Navy 
Chief Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga. 

“They all decided that the official version 
would come from him (Senga). The chief of 
staff is angry because’of all the hearsay,” the 
source said. 

The source quoted one of the generals as 
saying: “Who can best speak accurately about 
what happened [at the Feb. 23 meeting] but 
the people themselves who were there?” 

According to a published version of the 
events from the alleged coup plotters, Senga 
had allegedly agreed in principle to join the 
planned withdrawal of support on Feb. 24 by 

Sen. Danilo Lim and Marine Col. Ariel 
However, he reportedly changed 
his mind at the last minute. 

‘Senga has repeatedly denied the accusa- 
tion. 

According to the source, the only ories pre- 
sent at the Feb. 23 meeting that was called by 
Senga were Esperon, Reyes, Mayuga, AFP 
depury chief of staff Brig. Gen. Rodrigo 
Maclang, Marine commandant Maj, Gen. Re- 
nato Miranda, Lim and Querubin. 

Thé source obtained his information direct- 
ly from one of those present at the Feb. 23 
meeting, which was held at the gazcbo be- 
hind Senga’s official residence at the АЕРУ 
Camp Aguinaldo headquarters. 

The first to arrive at the meeting was Reyes, 
followed by Esperon and Maclang. 

Mayuga, who came late because he had a 
meeting with an Indonesian Navy official, ar- 
rived with Miranda. 

Then Lim and Querubin were called in. 


SENGA: Angry over 
‘speculative stories’ 


ROGERMARGALLO 


way can we show the true sentiments of the peo- 
ple,” he added, eliciting cheers and applause. 

“These (snap elections) should be held as 
soon as possible,” he later said in a briefing. 

Drilon, together with Pangilinan, Sen, Rodolfo 
Biazon and other party members, on July 8 called 
for the resignation of Ms Arroyo amid charges that 
she stole the presidency in the May 2004 elections. 

‘Atienza and some party members distanced 
themselves from Drilonis group and threw their 
support behind the beleaguered President, virtu- 
ally causing a split in the 60-year-old party. 

Reached for comment, Atienza merely 
laughed off Drilon’s pronouncements of his 
expulsion from the party. 

“The minority cannot oust the majority, 
that is not democracy. Leadership cannot be 
dictated by the minority" said Atienza. 

‘Atienza stood pat in the legality of the 
March 2 convention, saying majority of the LP 
members эмеге» present during the event. 

With a report from Tina G. Santos 


al version’ out soon 


Senga and the three generals grilled Lim 
and Querubin on their plan to join the anti- 
Arroyo groups in a rally set for the following 
day, Feb. 24, and declare their withdrawal of 
support, the source said, 

“They asked Lim and Querubin many ques- 
tions,” the source said. 

Senga appeared to be “on 
тор of the situation,” the 
source said. 

“Оле of the generals quoted 
him as telling Lim and Querubin 
something like, You can't expect 
‘me to do something unconstitu- 
tional” the source said. 

Meanwhile, the Army said it 
has completed the “initial 
phase” of its investigation of 53 
officers and soldiers implicated 
in the foiled coup plot, begin- 
ning with Lim, the dismissed 
commander of the elite First, 

roirvoTo Scout Rangers Regiment. 

But indicating that the investigation was wider 
than initially believed, Army Inspector General, 
‘Maj. Gen, Ferdinand Bocobo said the crackdown 
оп others involved in the plot would continue. 

Bocobo said all the officers and soldiers, 
mostly from the First Scout Rangers Regi- 
ment, who were reportedly involved in the 
plot have been investigated and that he had 
submitted his report to Esperon. 5 

But the investigation would continue because 
the investigation yielded new leads, he вай 

"We got new names and information,’ 
cobo said. 

Не said at least three more junior officers, with 
ranks ranging from captain to lieutenant, would. 
be questioned after they were implicated by "а 
couple of officers” during the interrogation. 

"Normally they would not want to incriminate 
themselves... but we have other sources to prove 
the involvement of these officers,” Bocobo said. 

Bocobo would not reveal what his recom- 
mendations were. 

‘Aside from Lim, three other officers of thè 
First Scout Rangers Regiment were identified 
to be among those being investigated in con- 
nection with the Feb, 24 plot. 

"They are the regiments chief of staff Li. Col. 
Nestor Flordeliza, ex-operations chief Maj. Jason 
‘Aquino and personnel chief Capt. Ruben Guinolbay. 

Flordeliza and Guinolbay were recently re- 
lieved of their posts. Guinolbay was hailed аз 
а hero after he led his troops in a fierce battle 
with Abu Sayyaf bandits during the June 
2001 siege of Lamitan, Basilan, 

Esperon said on March 9 that he would an- 
mounce the names of those who would be 
tried in a court-martial in "two to three days." 
But he has not made any announcements. 
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NBI confirms serving US legal not 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF IN- 
vestigation yesterday confirmed 
that it had served legal notices to 
deposed President Estrada and 
his son, San Juan Mayor Joseph 
Victor Ejercito, informing them. 
that they had been subjected to 
electronic surveillance by the 
United States. 

Lawyer Claro de Castro Jr, ex- 
ecutive officer of the NBI Inter- 
pol, said he personally served the. 
"egal Notices of Interception of 
wire and/or electronic communi- 
cations” to Ejercito last Feb. 27. 

De Castro said Ejercito re- 
ceived the legal notice for his fa- 
ther because the latter was recu- 
sperating from an eye operation at 
the time. 

In the legal notices, the 
Estradas were told that father 
and son had both figured in elec- 
tronic communications that had 
been intercepted according to a 
wiretapping authorization grant- 
ей by Judge Jose Linares of the 
US District Court of New Jersey. 

Lizares had on Aug. 22, 2005 

authorized “the interception of 
„wire and/or electronic communi- 
‘cations over the telephone 
-and/or e-mail accounts" of cer- 
{tain specified telephone numbers 
and e-mail addresses. 
5 The electronic surveillance was 
"apparently part of the investiga- 
tion of a US espionage scandal in- 
solving Filipino-American Lean- 
dro Aragoncillo, ап intelligence 
analyst of the US Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and Michael Ray 
Aquino, a former police official 
апа aide of Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 
Aragoncillo and Aquino were ar- 
‘ested on espionage charges in the 
US last September. 

US media reported last Octo- 
Бег that Aragoncillo had broken 
"into FBI files and pilfered docu- 
ments in the White House relat- 
{ng to the Philippines. It subse- 
“quently came out that Aragoncil- 
Yo and Aquino had sent these doc- 
uments to various opposition fig- 
“ares in the Philippines. 

* Diplomatic sources have told 
the Iugumzn that the notices were 
‘intended to alert the recipients 
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that they could be implicated in 
the espionage charges and could 
be brought to the US to face 
charges. 

The notices stated that the au- 
thorized interception occurred 
between Aug. 22 and Sept. 12, 
2005, during which "wire and/or 
electronic communications to or 
from your telephone and/or com- 
munications were intercepted.” 

‘According to De Castro, under 
the requirements of US law, peo- 
ple who had undergone surveil- 
lance have to be notified. 

Accordingly the US Embassy 
sent a diplomatic note to the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs 
Feb. 1, asking the DFA for assi 
tance in transmitting the notices 
to Estrada. The NBI sent the no- 
tices to Estrada and Ejercito only 
on Feb. 27. И 

An NBI source, who requested 
anonymity, said the timing was 
important as the Estradas could 
have cried political harassment 
"because the situation at the time 
was quite volatile.” 

On Feb. 24, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo declared a week-long 
state of national emergency fol- 
lowing а foiled coup attempt. 

De Castro said the NBI served 
notices only to Estrada and 
Ejercito. 

But Lacson told the Inquirer that 
he received a notice from the US 
last December saying that his “e- 
mail account" (sic) had been found 
in a laptop computer seized from 
‘Aragoncillo. Не said he thought it 
was “a matter of statutory proce- 
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dure" and threwit away. 

Yesterday, Lacson dismissed 
suggestions that the notice was in. 
preparation for the filing espi- 
onage charges against him. 

“Tve heard that line before 
from [Justice Secretary Raul] 
Gonzalez. That has been floated 
butit’sjust speculation,” he said. 

"It does not make sense. If they 
were bugging me, why should 
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they notify me?" he said. 

He noted that Isabela Rep. 
Rodolfo Albano Ш received a sim- 
ilar legal notice because his e- 
mail address was found in Arag- 
oncillo's computer, but the con- 
gressman was still able to freely 
travel to the US. 

“He went there twice, once to 
watch Manny Pacquiao and he 
wasn't held. If this notice is a 
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threat of prosecution, they would 
have held him there,” Lacson 
said. 

Malacafiang yesterday left it to 
the DFA to comment on what ac- 
tion the government would take 
on the alleged “bugging” by the 
US of Estrada, Ejercito and Lac- 
son. 

"Let's leave it to the DFA, they 
know what needs to be done un- 
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der the circumstances," said Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 

He said that if Estrada, Ejercito 
and Lacson felt aggrieved, they 
could always go to court. 

Bunye said the government 
had “so many concerns to attend 
to,” primary of which was the 
economy. Tina Santos, with re- 
ports from Philip C. Tubeza and 
Christine Avendaño 
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Solignum and Lentrek TC. 
Your total termite protection. 


Two of the most effective anti-anay solutions join forces to 
protect your home. 


SOLIGNUM Brown and Colourless Wood Preservative 
protects your home against anay, bukbok and fungi- 
from roof trusses to wall frames, and down to your flooring. 


LENTREK TC Soil Termiticide forms a strong liquid barrier 
in the soil so termites can't invade from the ground up. 


Get the most effective 2-system anti-anay protection for 
your home - SOLIGNUM and LENTREK TC. 


та. 
New US 
envoy here 


NEWLY-APPOINTED US AMBAS- 
sador to the Philippines, Kristie 
Anne Kenney, arrived in Manila 
late last night. 

Kenney arrived on board Conti- 
nental Airlines flight CS 933 at the 
Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (Naia) at around 9:35 p.m. 

She was met by US Charge 4” 
Affaires Paul Jones, embassy offi- 
cials and staff, and Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) executive 
director for protocol, Adelio Cruz. 

“fm absolutely thrilled-to be 
here. This is one of the most spe- 
cial countries for the US." Kenney 

Nikko Dizon 


Frompage Al 

Both were brought to the WPD 
headquarters along UN Avenue for 
questioning. 

Former President Corazon С. 
‘Aquino, accompanied by her son Rep. 
Benigno Aquino III, immediately went 
to the police headquarters to find out 
what happened and expressed concern 
over the arrest. Another visitor was for- 
mer Education Secretary Florencio 
‘Abad, who with Soliman leads the Hy- 
att 10, a group of Cabinet members 
and officials who resigned last year. 

"This is surprising,” Aquino told re- 
porters. “Dinky said they were just 
strolling and there were just a few of 
them. That is why I came here to find 
out what really happened. But of 
course, Lam in full support of her.” 

The BWM immediately con- 
demned the arrest. 


Capital of repression 

“Black and White Movement de- 
nounces the paranoid and heavy hand- 
ed treatment of citizens in the city of 
Manila, including the arrest of Dinky 
Soliman and Enteng Romano, for dar- 
ing to cross Roxas Boulevard at a ped 
xing (pedestrian crossing). Apparently 
Baywalk is only for the privileged few. 
Manila is the capital of repression,” Leah 
Navarro of BWM said in a statement. 

Clad in black T-shirts that bear the 
message “Patalsikin na, now na! (Out 
now)", Soliman and Romano were ar- 
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rested around 6:45 p.m. as they, 
along with about 50 other members 
of the BWM were about to cross Bay- 
walk along Roxas Boulevard. 

‘At 10:30 last night, Soliman was 
taken to the Manila City Hall to un- 
dergo inquest proceedings, 

Police said members of the BWM 
initially gathered at Aristocrat Restau- 
rant near Rajah Sulayman Park. 

Supt. Arturo Paglinawan, chief of 
the MPD-General Assignment Sec- 
tion, said that as early as 4 p.m. they 
һай already received information 
that a group of protesters would hold 
a lightning rally, prompting them to 
deploy policemen to the area. 


Isit bad to wear black? 

“The protesters were clad in differ- 
ent Tshirts when they came to the 
restaurant, some even ordered food,” 
Paglinawan said. “But when they 
came out all of them were already 
wearing black shirts.” 

‘When police confronted the group 
and asked if they have a rally permit, 
the protesters failed to show any, 
Paglinawan said. 

But Soliman denied they were 
holding a rally saying they did not 
have any banner, lags or streamers. 

“Maglalakad lang naman kami, 
masama na ba magsuot ng-itim na 
Tshirt (We were just walking. Is it bad 
to wear а black Tshirt)?” Soliman 
said. “May karapatan naman kami, 
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FORMER PRESIDENT Corazon Aquino and former Education Secretary Butch 
Abad visit Soliman at the Western Police Dis 


Baywalking Dinky nabbed 
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pinapakita lang namin yung aming 
paninindigan (We have rights. We just 
want to show our determination). 
‘This is a clear violation of our rights." 


Not GMA 

Soliman also denied that it was the 
President they were referring to in 
their shirts. “We did not mention any 
names, We're referring to corrupt offi- 
cials of the government,” she added. 

But Paglinawan said : "We could eas- 
ily circumvent, but the intentions. the 
fact that they are known critics of the 
government and we often see them 
holding protest rallies against the Presi- 
dent, itis clearly a political activity" 

Philippine National | Police 
spokesperson Senior Supt. Samuel 
Pagdilao defended the police action, 
saying Soliman and Romano had vio- 
lated the Public Assembly Act. 


Law is supreme 

"The arrest .. manifests the strong 
commitment of the PNP to enforce the 
law without fear or favor; he said. “The 
rule of law is supreme and must prevail 
at all times. Secretary Soliman is re- 
sponsible enough to know the conse- 
quences of her unlawful actions, being 
a former ranking government official.” 

“No one is above the law,” Pagdilao 
added. “The actions of the arresting of- 
ficers are well within our mandate and 
consistent with police procedures.” 
With a report from Tarra Quismundo 


FVR to Gringo: Stop dreaming, surrender 
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tobe hunted down ... and just (be cap- 
tured) like that because he's no longer 
the Gringo of 25 years ago. That (was) 
ayoung, daring lieutenant colonel. He 
may stil be physically fir but he cannot 
lure (people) without being recog- 
nized anymore. He's too well known a. 
figure," Ramos told reporters 

Ramos said Honasan could himself. 
collect the reward money placed on 
his head and donate it to welfare foun- 
dations of the police and the military. 

Asked about Senators Juan Ponce 
Enrile's and Panfilo Lacson's advice to 
Honasan not to surrender, Ramos 
said with a laugh, "Well thats their 
opinion. Maybe they have another 
mission for him.” 


Pawns in political chess 

Ramos said he felt sorry for Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim, Col. Ariel Querubin, 
Chief Supt. Marcelo Franco and other 
police and military officers allegedly 
linked to coup plots. 

He described them as “all respect- 
ed decorated officers being used in 
the political chess game.” 


No one above the law 
The letter was addressed “Dear 
Kumpadre" and signed "Gringo". 
Тһе police are printing some 5,000 
posters with the pictures of Honasan and 


six others accused of the crime of coup 
de eat, including retired Navy Capt. Fe- 
lix Turingan; retired Colonels Emesto 
Macahiya, Virgilio Briones and Romeo 
Lazo; George Duldulao and Lina Reyes. 

‘The total reward money—P8 mil- 
lion—for information about Honasan 
and the others is roughly the same 
amount offered by the authorities for the 
capture of some of the сошиту5 most 
notorious kidnappers and terrorist. 

Only a court can determine 
whether the government has a case 
against Honasan, according to Philip- 
pine National Police spokesperson Sr 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao. 

"No one is above the law,” Pagdilao 
said. 

“Ordinary citizens, even the high 
and the mighty ... should be treated- 
equally under the law,” he said. 


2 NBI teams 

Reynaldo: Esmeralda, regional di- 
rector of the National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation's bureau's Special Task Force, 
said the NBI would request the Makati 
Regional Trial Court to issue a Hold 
Departure Order against Honasan and 
his six alleged co-conspirators to pre- 
vent them from leaving the country. 

The NBI has formed two 10-mem- 
ber teams to track down Honasan and 
the six 

Esmeralda said the NBI had good 


IF YOU DID NOT. 


Corrections 


leads on Honasan's whereabouts “but we 
do not want to preempt the operations.” 

Esmeralda said the NBI teams “are 
ready for any eventuality” should 
Honasan resist arrest. 

"We will respond (to the situation) 
as the need arises,” he told reporters. 

Malacafiang accused Honasan of 
coveting “political power through the 
backdoor.” 


Face the music 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye also 
said: “His (Honasan) is а lost struggle 
and he cannot recapture the image of 
а rebel with a cause after turning his 
back on the democratic system he 
once served.” 

House Majority Leader Prospero 
Nograles called on Honasan to face 
the charges against him. 

“He should surrender. He should 
know that no one is above the law ог 
beyond the law. It's time to face the mu- 
sic. Һе is innocent, he won't have any- 
thing to worry about,” said Nograles. 

Lawyer Oliver Lozano yesterday said 
he had received a letter from Honasan 
denying involvement in any rebellion 
ог coup attempt. It was not known how 
authentic the supposed letter was. 

Honasan purportedly wrote: “Аз 
soon as my security group shall have 
determined that the danger to my life 
is over, we will go to [Justice] Sec 
Raul Gonzales personally to seek jus- 
tice at his office or, if not available 
therein, at his residence." With reports 
from Tina б. Santos, Gil C. Cabacun- 
gan Је, and Michael Lim Ubac 


IN YESTERDAVS issue, a front-page sto- 
y, "Rogues! gallery hit: Violation of pre- 
sumption of innocence,” misspelled the 
name of one of the suspected communist 
rebels. His name is Randall Echa- 
nis—not Randal Echaniz. 

IN YESTERDAY'S issue, the Page A13 ar- 
ticle "Looking for another Magsaysay” 
misstated that former President Ramon 
Magsaysay died 59 years ago. President 
Magsaysay died 49 years ago. 

Readers may send their requests for corrée- 
tion of шаша errors in writing (о the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, POI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inguirercom ph, 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sem to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo 
ate@inquirercom, ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Anz Readers Advocate, Her phone 
umber is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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168 raid may net 
ў gov t P700M in ‚ Sa ating mga ina ng tahanan, 


; napakahalaga ang kalusugan 


“unpaid taxes, fines 


By Leila B. Salaverria Chinese Embassy 


тне GOVERNMENT sTANDSTO issues advisory 2 : Pagdati b 
gain some P700 million in taxes, х ( TM agdating sa gamot, buo ang 
Чез and penalties from items LAST THURSDAY'S RAID ON THE 
seized Thursday at the 168 Shop- ! lall in the heart of Manlla's Ghi- 7 4 H p 
Sing Mall in Manila, according to town promptos the Chinese En aking tiwala sa Ritemed. 
Customs Commissioner ba8sy to come out with an advisory " 
Nepales мелі frant crackdown оп smugglers and ; ~ De-kalidad at mura lamang, 
Morales said yesterday he 

tax evaders targeted mostly Chinese 
would look into the possible in- * 4 
Volvement of Bureau of Customs талі Napagkakatiwalaan dahil 


On the day of the raid, the em- 
personnel in the release of im- Буз wabske called on its nation- 


ported goods without payment Of als "to abide by the (local) rules and gawa ng Unilab. 99 
proper taxes. regulations, conduct business activ- 
Не said he would propose to fies legal and retain trom carry- 
Finance Secretary Margarito ing out any activities which are not 
Teves the creation of a special inline with thelr visa purpose. 
task force to handle the investiga- The mission reminded them that it's 
tion of, and the hearing concern- “legal for foreigners to engage In я ы 
ing items seized fromthe mall. retall business In the Philippines." 4 ~, 2 
Morales said the task force Volt Contreras. 266. Cruthe J’ Шела 
would assure tenants of a speedy 
investigation as he had rejected але? request would make the assess- MA;CONSUEEO 2: GARGIA MD; 
requests to keep seized items in ment and release of goods faster . President, 
the mall. The items were brought since some items were not imported, d Private School Health Officers’ Association 
to the bureau's warehouses to be but bought from other importers. 
assessed for possible liabilities. “The bureau should go after 
He said onlyhigher-ranking о (е importers,” Dychauco said. 
ficials like Teves or President He also voiced concern that the 
Macapagal-Arroyo could grant closure of the stalls would affect 
the request to keep the seized the income of tenants and their 
items in the mall, adding that this Filipino helpers, since the stalls 
proposal was a “shortcut” and could be closed for as long as 
outside of customs procedure, three weeks. 
Following proper BOC procedure, Morales said the proposed task 
warrant of seizure and detentions force would fast-track the investi- 
issued and items are brought ко the gation. 
bureau's premises. This is followed | Since most of the stalls at the 
фу а hearing where owners present 168 mall remained closed yester- 
documents to prove that they had day pending inventory, BOC per- 
paid taxes for the items. sonnel used bolt cutters to re- 
“If we use the ‘shortcut, the bu- move the locks — in the presence 
reau might fall under suspicion,” of mall's officials —so the invento- 
Morales said during а meeting ту of goods could commence. 
yesterday with Tony So from the The 168 mall has over 800 ten- 
168 malls management, and the ants selling clothes, shoes, bags, 
tenants representative Jaime Dy- makeup, toys, accessories, house- 
chauco of the Philippine-China hold items, school and office sup- 
Cultural and Economic Exchange plies, among others. There is a food 
Development Association. ‘court on the third floor which was 
Dychauco explained that the ten- stili open for business yesterday. 
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"for questioning merely qn the basis of mere 
Sjnsinuations. 

Y "There arc witnesses we know but they are. 

Very scared. The only way we can [solve this 

is t have our own investigation, even if it 

iE means shelling out our own resources by giv- 

{л a reward,” Umale family lawyer Agnes 
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lain Pasig trader's kin: 
He had no foes but Chavit 


Maranan told the Inquinen: 

"Maybe this will trigger some responses," 
Maranan said. 

Maranan said that Umale's wife, Clarissa, 
had put on record that "as far as she knows, 
her husband did not have any enemies except 
Chavit Singson.” 

Singson has strongly rejected claims he 
was involved, saying he was an “ally, not an 


US 


LT 


%: 


tional Univerity 


NUS Graduate Diploma 
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Internet and Mobile Solutions 

+ Internet and Wireless Technologies. 

* Multimedia & Advanced Internet 
Programming 


Projects 

* Application Development with СЁ & NET 
Framework 

+ Cyber Shopping Mall with ASP.NET & Web 
Services 

* Mobile Application Development 
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Industrial Attachment (5 months) 


66 The course instilled in us hard skills in the form of an impressive 
coverage of practical IT topics, as well as soft skills in the form of real life project 
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enemy" of the victim. 

"The governor also claimed that 
Umale had many enemies. 

One of at least four men shot 
Umale at close range while he was 
about to enter his Pearl Plaza 
Building inside the Ortigas Center 
їп Pasig City about 11:30 a.m. 
‘Thursday. He was with his wife. 

Police were still waiting for 
Umales wife to give an official 
statement. 

“(The wife) is not only a com- 
plainant but also a very important 
witness. She saw the four gunmen 
who killed her husband," Pasig 
City Police chief Senior Supt. 
Romeo Abaring told the INQUIRER. 

"We have already sent a go-be- 
tween to get statements from the 
family We understand that the 
family could not yet entertain our. 
investigators now," Abaring said. 


Not over parking space 

Reacting to Singson's state- 
ment, Clarissa said her husband 
had по enemies except the Ilo- 
cos Sur politician. 

Maranan, speaking in behalf of 
Clarissa, said the killing had 
nothing to do with the tug-of-war 
over a parking space on Pearl 
Drive at the Ortigas Center last 
year, which involved Umale and 
the Ynareses of Rizal. 

“We want to clarify reports con- 
necting the murder to that incident 


VATICAN-BOUND for 
Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales waits for his fight Thursday. 


E к 
induction to the College of Cardinals on March 24, 
жолмон 


last year. It is unfair to Rizal Gov. 
Casimiro Ynares,” Maranan said. 

In January 2005, Umale's men shot it out 
with guards of a security agency reportedly 
run by a relative of Singson as Umale and the 
Ynareses contested the operation of the park- 


(Singson).Someoneshouldfirst Тһе first suspect was about 
point to him as havingahandin 55", between 45 and 50 years 
the killing before we can investi- old, thin and had white or gray- 
"gate (him), the officer said, ing hair. The police said the man- 
‘adding there was “no basis" to with fair complexion looked 


ing space. 


do this at the time. 
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"The disputé was resolved days later and 
both parties agreed to just allow free parking 
in the area. 


Can't invite Chavit 

“That was more than a year ago. They have 
become good friends after that,” Maranan 
said. Я 

Ynares told the Iugumen that even though 
he had clashed with Umale before, he felt sor- 
ry for the family 

“We express our condolences ... We are 
praying for his soul,” Ynares said in a phone 
interview. зз 

"You should interview Chavit Singson,” 
Umale's wife had shouted to reporters after 

her husband was 
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to help Umale. 


mies. 


chief said. 
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brought to the Medi- 
cal City in Mandaluy- 
ong after he was 
shot. 

“That's what the 
wife says. But she did. 
not categorically say 
that she saw this. 
These are just insinu- 
ations,” said Chief 
Supt. Charlemagne 
Alejandrino, head of 
the Eastern Police 
District. 

“No, we cannot 
invite him 


shooting 
guards. 


involving 
(n that 


he said. 


gunmen. 


‘The assassins also shot the 
building electrician, Ernesto Lan- old, and was brown-skinned. 
ton, in the belly when he rushed The police described him as a 


Alejandrino said a background 
check on the businessman re- 
vealed that he had many ene- 


“This person who had died, 
based on ‘oursinvestigation; had 
many enemies.,Jt won't be fait to wound, about one to two inches 
pinpoint.one«person;'»the EPDewlong, above the right eyebrow, 


“This is not the first such inci- 
.. Many things had hap- 
pened here. The incident involv- cropped short. 
ing the parking lot in front of the 
Pearl building is just one of 
them,” Alejandrino said. 


Suspects’ sketches 

"Based on what I know, two 
years before that, there was an- 
other incident. There was a 


incident), 
Umale’s name also cropped up," 


Police released artists sketches. 
of three of the four suspected killing, according to EPD chief 


"rugged, like a "construction 
worker." 

The second man was about 
5'8", between 28 and 30 years 


well-built man or “maskulado.” 
According to the sketch, the 
man had black hair, long eye- 
brows and had a "litle mus- 
tache." 
Only the third man had.an 
identifying mark—a scar or 


the police said. 
He was about 5'7”, between 30 
and 35 years old. His hair was 


Hired killers 

Investigators believed they 
were hired killers and the motive 
‘was most likely business-related. 

“He (Umale) was a business- 
man, it could be possible that itis 
business-related,” ап officer 
security added. 

The police must first track 
down the four gunmen, interro- 
gate them, and then work on the 
others who had a hand in the 


Alejandrino. 


Fil-American doctor keeps 


coming home 


From page Al 


He sees no clear solution to the problem 
unless it comes from the government and the 
economy becomes stable enough to support 
decent income. 

165 vely difficult because it has to start 
from the top," he said, "You've got to have a 
plan to solve this problem.” 


Make awish 

Gangoy and his wife came home two 
months ago for another reason. 

Andy Ardan, a 14-year-old hemophiliac 
from San Pedro, Laguna, had long dreamed of 
owning a computer to help him with his high 
school education, His disease had kept him 
mostly at home, 

Make А Wish, a foundation which grants 
wishes of children with life-threatening dis- 
eases, got wind of Andy's condition and 
linked him up with the retired Navy doctor 
through a Filipino businessman. 

‘One donor provided the computer while 
 Gangoy promised to get Ardan a health insur- 
ance so his parents wouldn't have to worry 
about his medical expenses. 

‘Ardan would get hospitalized three times а 
year, His father, a market vendor, would raise 
70,000 each time. Two siblings died of 
hemophilia, while hepatitis claimed a third one. 

Hemophilia is one disease a poor family 
like the Ardans doesn’t deserve, But its a giv- 
en and it's up to good Samaritans like Gangoy 
to try and make life easier for the family. 


Two decades and counting 

Gangoy's medical missions have endured 
for two decades now, largely through the help 
of other Filipino physicians based in the Unit- 


to give back 


ed States. They, too, left, but they did not for- 
get their countrymen, 

Gangoy is an official of the Philippine Med- 
ical Association of Southeastern Virginia, As- 
sociation of Philippine Family Practice and 
the Association of Philippine Physicians in 
‘America—all involved in fund-raising activi- 
ties to finance medical missions here. 

Inspired by the long-distance bayanihan 
(cooperation), some American doctors also 
chip n, he said. 

"We raise funds there so we could use them 
here [in the Philippines], " Gangoy said. 

He said the humble amount of $3,000 
(P150,000)—which probably wouldn't make а 
dentina rich county like the United States—was 
considered a fortune in a small town in llolo, 
which his team once visited. The town had a 
‘small clinic visited by a doctor once a week. 


Grateful patients 

During missions, Gangoy and his group 
would face the same depressing sce- 
mario—people with tuberculosis, infections 
and cysts—easily treatable in the First World, 
but not in these parts. 

"There were also people who would troop to 
the mission centers, not to seek treatment, 
but to beg for food, 

Tor Gangoy and his colleagues, who were 
used to First World conditions, the scenario 
was frustrating. 

Often, he would be left witl no choice but 
to prescribe a “shotgun” treatment. Simply 
put, a patient was given medication that 
would cover every problem in the body. 

"Its frustrating but you have no choice," he 
lamented, "Its gratifying though because 
you're able to help. If only you could see the 
gratitude in their faces." 
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Mike D wants 
Jamby probed 


WHAT IF SEN, JUAN PONCE ENRILES 
tirades were true? 

Presidential Chlef of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor jumped on tit-for-tat accusations traded 
оп the Senate floor to put on the spot Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal, who once blocked his nomi- 
mation as environment secretary at ће Com- 
misslon on Appointments, ЖАҚЫНЫН, ADUCE AMET AN 

Defensor said yesterday Madrigal should be WE teense SEMI AMD 
investigated over allegations made by Enrile that | EFFECTS OF AGING 
hechen in the 2004 conor eons + MAINTAIN GENERAL WELL-BEING 

“IE there was really cheating and (Enrile) Re 
has personal knowledge of it, then there D Pavenben, 
should be some formal hearing elther in the 
Senate ethics committee or in the Commis- 
sion on Elections," Defensor told reporters 

Не noted that Madrigal was one of those 
who accused President Macapagal-Arroyo of 
cheating In the 2004 presidential election and 
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Biazon: Be careful in handling Honasan 


Frompage Al 


supporters. What I'm saying is, if they are 
going to pursue the implementation of the 
warrant of arrest, they better be able to 
presenta strong case,” he said. 

"[Honasan маз) elected [senator] 
with, what, 8, 9, 10 million votes? 
That’s something,” he added. 

Biazon also cited supposed indica- 
tions that the military might not be in- 
terested in hunting down Honasanz" 

He noted that during the budget 
hearing at the House on Thursday mili- 
tary officers said it was ће police's job 
toarrest Honasan. * 

In the course of defending the defense 
budget, Manila Rep. Rodolfo Bacani in- 
formed the House, after consulting with 
Armed Forces chief Gen. Generoso Sen- 
ga, that there was no order for the mi 
tary to ook for Honasan, but that the for- 
mer senator should be arrested if sighted. 


Anything can happen 

Biazon also said that there would be 
dire consequences if restive troops saw 
that constitutional means to resolve al- 
legations of election fraud in 2004 no. 
Jonger worked. 

“Anything can happen,” Biazon, a retired 
Marine general and chief of staff of the 
Armed Forces, told Inqumte editors and re- 
porters in a free-wheeling interview. 

He said the consequences could in- 
clude a “revolutionary situation." 

“The potential is still there because the 
issues of corruption, cheating, politicization 
[ofthe military], etc. etc, have not been ad- 
dressed. 165 piling up," sad Biazon, whose 
committee is conducting an inquiry into the 
‘wiretapping and cheating raised in the 
“Hello Garci” scandal. 

Biazon also said that while President 
Macapagal-Arroyo had managed to ward 
off resignation calls and ouster plot, she 
would have her "day of reckoning" if the 
military withdrew support from her. 


2options 

He said there were two constitution- 
al options available to address the crisis 
dogging the President: impeachment 
and resignation as a result of the with- 
drawal of support by the military brass. 

“If impeachment fails, they will have 
to revert back to the next step: resigna- 
tion because of withdrawal of support. 
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By Cynthia D. Balana 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS 
yesterday said President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо could no longer count on the loyal- 
ty of low-ranking field officers in the 
military and police despite the support 
of Gen. Generoso Senga, the AFP chief 
of staff, and his major service comman- 
ders. 

“Мв Arroyo may still count on the 
loyalty of the general and flag offi- 
cers—the military and police hierar- 
chy—but not of low-ranking field offi- 
cers,” Ramos said in his keynote 
speech, "Beyond Our Political Crisis of 
Legitimacy,” during a joint meeting of 
the Foreign Chambers of Commerce 
and Associations in Makati City. 

He said one proof of this was the 
planned withdrawal of support for the 
President by key officers of elite 
лізе Army's Scout Rangers, the 
Navys Marines and the Philippine Na- 


AFP dangerously politicized—FVR 


tional Police's Special Action Force—dur- 
ing the 20th anniversary of Esa. 

"These officers were stripped of 
their commands after being accused 
of plotting to overthrow the adminis- 
tration in supposed connivance with 
politicians and the communists. 

Of the elite commands, according 
to Ramos, only the Army's Special 
Forces Regiment apparently stayed 
loyal to the Commander in Chief. 

Ramos, a former AFP chief of staff and 
defense secretary recalled the emotional 
farewell between the battle-scarred Col. 
Ariel Querubin and his troops, and the 
grounding of Brig. Gen, Danilo Lim. 

While Querubin, Lim and other re- 
bellious officers may be jailed or.dis- 
missed from the service, he said, those 
judged less guilty may bereintegrated 
into the chain of command but would 
always be the objects of suspicion.” 

On the other hand, soldiers loyal to 
their dismissed commanders would 


consider the replacements “usurpers” 
and "opportunists." | 

“This situation, which we must ex- 
pect and will prevail in the elite units 
for some time longer, does not make 
for a happy or even a united armed 
services,” Ramos said. 


Artificial stability 

According to Ramos, the declaration 
ofa state of national emergency was an 
artificial kind of stability that would not 
withstand extraordinary pressure. 

"Few people realize how 
close—how terribly close—we came 
to a catastrophe at the Marine head- 
quarters at Fort Bonifacio that Sunday 
evening of Feb, 26," he said. 

On that day, Marines massed to 
protest the sudden relief of their com- 
mander. The standoff lasted six hours. 

Ramos admitted that there would 
be no end to mutinies because the AFP 
was “dangerously politicized.” 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18,2005 


Put up bounty 
for Joc-joc too, 
Biazon urges 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


AFTER PUTTING UP P5 MILLION FOR 
THE capture of former Sen. Gregorio 
“Gringo” Honasan, the administration 
should put up the same amount for for- 
mer Agriculture Undersecretary Jocelyn 
"Joc;joc" Bolante. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon raised the sugges- 
tion on Thursday night, saying Bolante 
and other Department of Agriculture offi 
cials linked to the P728-million fertilizer 
fund scam required such a bounty be- 
cause they could face plunder charges. 

Bolante and the other officials are 
now in hiding, 

f PS million is put on the head of 
Gringo, 1 ask that the same be done to 
Bolante because Bolante is being charged 
with plunder, a capital offense,” Biazon said. 


But the withdrawal of suppor can only 
соте from the [AFP]. If the [AFP] with- 
draws support, she's done for.” 

Asked Phe was encouraging the military 
to do just that, the senator let out a laugh. 

He said that if the military s withdrawal 
of support would not take place, Filipinos 
would have to “grin and bear it” until 
2010, when Ms Arroyo ends her term. 

“The President will have her day of 
reckoning,” Biazon said, adding that 
her fear of being prosecuted was the 
single biggest reason she had rebuffed 
calls for her resignation. 

“When she steps down, she loses her 
immunity,” he noted. 


Non-disclosure of report 

Biazon said that a month after Mala: 
cafiang released the "Hello Garci” 
tapes, various groups came to see him 
to discuss the allegations of cheating 
against the President, 

He said he was approached on July 2, 
2005, by a group of active officers led. 
by Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and Col. Ariel 
Querubin, former chief of the Scout 
Rangers and commander of a Marine 


Executive 


50 


brigade, respectively, 

The officers were frustrated by the 
absence of an investigation of the gen- 
erals implicated in the purported elec- 
tion cheating, and warned of mass res- 
ignation, Biazon said. 

"I told them, 1 advise you to exhaust ай 
institutional processes. And they said, Well 
"watch the impeachment. Well also watch 
what happens in the streets,” he recalled 

Then military chief Gen. Efren Abu or- 
dered a fact-finding probe headed by 
then AFP Inspector General and now 
Navy chief Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga. 

But the contents of the Mayuga re- 
port have yet to be disclosed. 

‘And the generals implicated in the 
wiretapping scandal were even promot 
ed: Lt, Gen. Hermogenes Esperon was 
named Army chief; Lt. Gen. Gabriel 
Habacon, chief ог the AFP Southern 
Command; and Rear Admiral Tirso Dan- 
ga, chief of the AFP Western Command. 

"(The promotions were what] trig- 
gered it,” said Biazon. 

То all the groups that visited him, Biazon 
said, he stressed that the constitutional pro- 
cesses should be observed: either Ms Ar- 
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| role, warned that the nation 


royo's resignation or her impeachment trial. 

But the Presidents allies in the 
House managed to quash the impeach- 
ment case on a technicality. 

"The President has also thwarted legisla- 
tive inquiries into the "Hello Garci” scan- 
dal with her Executive Order No. 464 
(barring government executives from at- 
tending legislative inquiries without her 
say-so) and her Proclamation No. 1017 
(declaring a state of national emergency). 

“The sad thing is, does she think her 
simply saying Ч have nothing to do with 
Garci enough? Soldiers are nót blind, 
not deaf, not dumb,” Biazon said. 

“| do hope we still give the institutions 
and institutional processes the chance to 
provide a solution to this situation. My 
fear is ifit becomes very clear that the in- 
stitutional processes had been de- 
stroyed..." he said before trailing off 


Critical mass 

‘Then he went on: “I'm afraid that if 
there's no more hope in the institution: 
al processes, anything can happen. 

"I have not given up hope. There is 
still the Supreme Court.” 


FrompageAl 


Staff Lt. Gen. Edilberto Adan (re- 
tired]. After Adan, then deputy 
chief of staff and now AFP Cen- 
tral Command chief Lt, Gen. 
Samuel Bagasin briefly served as 


spokesperson, 


Honrado was named AFP 
deputy chief of staff for reservists 
and retirees affairs (07) last Jan- 
чагу, and Brig. Gen. Jaime Bue- 
naflor took over as CRS chief in 


February. 


Honrado yesterday also did 
not take back Kison's statements 
nor did he make any clarification. 
He simply told reporters that the 


AFP "respects the 


views." 


Kison free to speak 
Honrado also denied that Ki- 

son was being prevented from 

making any more statements to 


the media. 


[See es eae 


t was a reference to the pending petitions 
declaring unconstitutional Proclamation No. 
1017, the warrantless arrests and the media 
crackdown undertaken during the weeklong 
state of emergency. 

“if the Supreme Court proves itself to be 
vulnerable to political pressure, will it trig: 
ger..2” Biazon said. 

The senator said the military would not 
take part in a revolt without а critical mass of 
people in the streets. 

“The soldiers have leamed their lesson from the 
past, whether Edsa П, or Edsa 17 he said, referring 
to the military-backed bloodless revolis that ousted 
President Joseph Estrada in January 2001 and the 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos in February 1986. 

"рог people power to succeed, you need 
two elements: the people in the sies and 
the soldiers. And the soldiers have realized 
that if they trigger it, and there are no people, 
they could end up being sacrificed, like in 
[the] Oakwood [mutiny on July 27, 2003]," 
he said. 

But he stressed that he was not advocating 
extra-constitutional means to change leaders. 

“Tm an institutionalist, How can I reverse 
my previous stand? I can't accept coup d'etat,” 
said Biazon, who fought the coup attempts 
launched against the Aquino administration. 

"The soldiers and the military service may 
be able to grab power by brute force, but I 
don't think they can govern,” he said, 


Ф АЕР ѕрокеѕтап ... 
ko... 


port from Ms Arroyo. 
„Strong pillar 


“We are the target [of белар 
lization] because we are one of 
the strong pillars holding the na- 
tion. If we break, the nation will 
collapse,” Kison had said. 

He said the events last Feb. 24 
was a "test" of the military's re- 
solve to uphold the Constitution. 

“Suffice it to say, the Armed 
Forces is strong. Once it weakens, 
the whole nation is in danger, The 
Left, the Right and the opposition 
will grab power for themselves,” 
Kison had warned. 

“We're not saying the other in 
stitutions have weakened. But if 
the Armed Forces gives in, all the 
rest will follow,” he said. 

Не added: "The AFP has a huge 
responsibility—that’s why irs the 
target. If General Senga had joined 
(the coup plotters), we would have 
a different government now" 


senators’ 


“Kison is still PIO chief. He still 


speaks for the AFP as well as 1 
[do]. Kison was never castigat- 


ed," hesaid. 


М have always been the 
spokesman. I was on leave for a^ 
while. 1 was directed to grant in- 
terviews again, "he added. 

Last September, Honrado was. 
castigated for saying that the 
military court trying the July 
2003 Oakwood mutiny leaders 
would never release the rebels. 
‘The court, at the time, had not 
made a formal ruling on a peti- 
tion to dismiss the case based on 


prescription, 


Honrado was ordered by court 
Gen. 
Guerzon to publicly apologize. 


president Maj. 


Abolished propaganda arm 

The AFP PIO is part of the 
handpicked personal staff of the 
ЖЕР chief of staff. As the PIO 
chief, Kison reports directly to 
Gen. Generoso Senga. 

The CRS, on the other hand, is 
a military propaganda arm. It was. 
the operating arm of the former 
Office of the AFP deputy chief of 
staff for civil-military operations 


Qn. 


But that office was abolished 
last year and its operations 
placed under the Office of the 
AFP deputy chief of staff for oper- 


ations (23). 


On Wednesday, Kison reacting. 
to Sen, Joker Arroyo's observa- 
tions about the military's crucial 


‘would fall apart if the military 
gave in to pressure from various 
power blocs and withdrew sup- 


Messianic 

Sen, Rodolfo Biazon, a former 
military chief, said such statements 
that conveyed that the military was 
Keeping the President in power 
was “the height of arrogance.” He 
wamed the military “not to be in: 
toxicated with power." 

He said such remarks reduced 
the Office of the President to a 
mere "rubber stamp” of the mili- 
tary and that all the other institu- 
tions in adversarial position are 
in a “no-contest situation consid- 
ering that the AFP has the brute 
force of arms." 

Senator Arroyo said Kison 
merely confirmed his observation 
the mllitary "was now the one 
calling the shots." 

Sen, Panfilo Lacson also 
slammed Kison's "high-handed" 
view, saying the military appar- 
ently had taken a “messianic role" 
inthe country's affairs, 


Vicente 


Not kingmakers 

Sen, Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
said the military should not think 
of themselves аз “kingmakers.” 

"It is not the AFP but the rule of 
Jaw that holds the nation togeth- 
ez" she sald. 

‘But Executive Secretary Eduai 
до Ermita conceded that the mil 
tary played a "major role" | 
keeping the President in power 
during the Feb. 24 coup plot. 

"The most important thing is 
that the armed services—the mil- 
itary and police—are living up to 
their role by respecting the Con: 
stitution and the Commander in 
Chief,” Ermita said, 
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Cojuangco wants to sell 73-M SMC shares to pay loans 


By Nelson F Flores edness.” 

“Unless this is done, at some 
point, the viability of the corpo- 
rations or business enterprises 
themselves will be put in peril 
and the pledged on the shares 
stand’ to be foreclosed,” Men- 
doza said in his motion to the 
court. 

Nine of the coco levy-funded 
companies controlled by Co- 
juangco incurred P5.34 billion 
Joans from the United Coconut 
Planters Bank, with estimated 
annual interest cost of P849.84 
million and five others borrowed 
2.68 billion from the Bank of 
Commerce at ап interest. of 
P327.33 million a year. 

То secure the ECPB loans, 
three of the companies pledged 
84,938,573 shares of stock they 
hold in SMC. 

If these loans would be paid, 
Mendoza said the proceeds 
would “alleviate the critical fi- 
nancial situation” of UCPB. To 
stay viable and avoid a run, 
‘UCPB has asked for a P20 billion 
financial assistance from the 
Philippine Deposit Insurance 
Corp. 

“Unless there is infusion of 
funds to strengthen its liquidity, 
the financial support it has thus 
far received from PDIC may not 
be adequate,” Mendoza said. 

Mendoza argued that 


LAWYERS OF BUSINESS TY 

coon Eduardo M. Cojuangco Jr. 
have asked the go-signal of the 
Sandiganbayan to sell more than 
73 million “B” shares of San 
Miguel Corp. held by 17 coco 
levy-funded companies to raise 
P6.05 billion to pay the loans in- 
curred by 14 affiliate corpora- 
tions. 

The 73,334,357 shares repre- 
sent 13.33 percent of the 
550,056,996 SMC shares held by 
44 companies that the govern- 
ment, through the Presidential 
"Commission on Good Govern- 
ment, sequestered in 1986 and 
1987. 

‘Although the Sandiganbayan 
has lifted the sequestration order 
over the shares in October 2003, 
it prohibited Cojuangco in June 
2005 from selling the disputed 
shares pending final determina- 
tion of the ownership of the 
shares. 

The request for authority to 
sell the SMC shares has been set 
for hearing by the Sandigan- 
bayan first division on March 23. 

Cojuangco's lawyers led by for- 
mer Solicitor General Estelito P 
Mendoza explained that the pro- 
ceeds of the planned sale would 
be used “for the sole purpose of 


liquidating outstanding indebt- the 


rights of ownership of the defen- 
dant corporations over the shares 
of stock have been impaired for 
18 years despite the lifting of the 
sequestration order in 2003 be- 
cause of the government's failure. 
to determine whether the se- 
questered shares were ill-gotten 
‘ornot. 

"While sequestration is tem- 
porary and provisional and does 
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not constitute divestment of title 
or ownership over the property 
sequestered, since the sequestra- 
tion of the shares of stock is now 
on its 19th year, the sequestra- 
tion has effectively impaired, if 
not divested, defendant corpora- 
tions of their rights as owners of 
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March 20, 2006. 


SC blames 
petitioners for 
delay in ruling 


By Armand N. Nocum 


LONDON CAMBER 
END 
AND 

DESIGN LONDON 
TONDON COLLEGE 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTERDAY 
blamed petitioners questioning the legality of 
Presidential Proclamation 1017 placing the 
country in a state of national emergency and 
other cases involving civil liberties for the de- 
lay in the resolution of the cases. 

Ismael G. Khan Jr, the courts chief informa- 
tion officer, assured the public that the high court 
has put on a fast-track ай the high-profile cases 
involving constitutional questions, namely, PP 
1017, Executive Order No. 464, and the calibrat- 
ed pre-emptive response (CPR) policy 

"There is no question that the court consid- 
ers the issues involved as exceedingly urgent 
dealing as they do with constitutional ques- 
tions of transcendental importance,” Khan 
said. |, 

But he Said that all contending parties on 
PP 1017 have asked for an additional five 
days - from the original 10 days to 15 days - 
to submit their respective memoranda. The 
court has originally set March 7 as the dead- 
line. 

Khan said the deadline is now March 22, 
“after which time the cases will be considered 
submitted for resolution.” 


Palace ready to take 
on GMA Чтреасћег5' 


ByC.O. Avendaño the zeal and resolve 
ме employed in pre- 
empting and con- 
fronting extra-consti- 
tutional attacks,” the 
presidential 
spokesperson said. 


AFTER TAKING ON 
coup plotters, Mala- 
cafiang said it was 
ready to take on “im- 
peachers,” and ex- 
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the shares of stock," the lawyers 
said. 

“Under the circumstances, by 
virtue of which the owners of the 
shares or stock are unable to 
freely sell the shares, the seques- 
tration of the shares of stock and 
the pendency of the 


RS 


instant case for 18 years consti- 
tute a deprivation of the property 
rights of the owners of the shares 
of stock without due process of 
low, both i its substantive and 
procedural aspects,” the motion 
said. 
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pects to prevail іп 
like manner. 

Malacafiang — ex- 

confidence. 
that like the fist im- 
peachment case fled 
against. President 
Macapagal-Arroyo last 
year, the new impeach- 
ment move would not 
amount to anything. 

“This second im- 
peachment bid is al- 
ready defeated even 
before it is hatched 
because of the hol- 
lowness of the claims 
and _ allegations," 
Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye said. 

Bunye was reacting 
to the announcement 
of opposition leaders 
on Thursday that they 
were preparing to file 
à new impeachment 
case against Ms Arroyo 
and that this time, they 
would make sure that 
they had enough wit- 
nesses, evidence and 
support from fellow 
lawmakers to succeed 
in their bid. 

Bunye stressed that 
the Palace was “pre- 
pared for any consti- 
tutional challenges to 
the Presidency.” 

“(We shall fight 
impeachment with 
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‘ONE OF ABOUT 30 
performers at the 
“Never Again” 
concert, Jerk’s 
frontman Chiccoy 
Pura (left) wows the 
crowd. The concert 
was organized by 
PDI columnist 
Conrado de Quiros. 
(Right) The walkout, 
now increasingly a 
regular protest. 
feature in the UP 
Diliman campus, 
brings together 
teachersand 
students to leave 
their classes and 
denounce state 
repression. 


‘We defend 
democracy ... 


FrompageA! 


Representatives Thursday night, Mayuga said 
soldiers carried arms to protect the country's 
democratic way of life. 

But members of the AFP could not speak 
their minds freely in public, much less join 
rallies, he added. 

"We only practice basic rights," Mayuga 
said but did not elaborate. 

Mayuga made these remarks after House Mi- 
поту Leader Francis Escudero protested the 
“kid gloves” treatment on exScout Rangers 
‘commander Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and Marine 
Col. Ariel Querubin who allegedly planned a 
junta to replace the Arroyo administration ifthe 
‘coup attempt succeeded last Feb. 24. 

Interpellating Rep. Rodolfo Bacani, spon- 
sor of the DND budget, Escudero bewailed the 
double standards by which the administra- 
tion was implementing existing laws on rebel- 
lion or coup d'etat. 

“The AFP uses kid gloves when it's one of 
their own but becomes harsh when other peo- 
ple are concerned,” Escudero said. 

‘The Sorsogon lawmaker, who led a failed 
bid to impeach President Macapagal-Arroyo 
in 2005, cited the case of Anakpawis party-list 
Rep. Crispin Beltran, who had been promptly 
arrested and detained. 


Peaceful rallies 

"The President issued Proclamation No. 1017 
because ofa coup, or an attempted coup. We did 
not see or hear anything. Silasila at kayu-kayo 
lang ang nakakaalam dyan sa sinasabi nyong 
kudeta (You're the only ones who seem to know 
about the coup d'etat). You said there was a con- 
spiracy between the opposition, the Left, the 
Right and the military to bring down the govern- 
ment. Yet until now, you have not filed a single 
case against those who attempted to grab power 
on Feb. 24,” Escudero said, noting that Lim—the 
supposed brains behind the attempted 
‘coup—had yet to face charges. 

Bacani—who was being fed answers by De- 
fense Secretary Avelino Cruz who was sanding 
beside him—said the “intention to withdraw sup- 
рол за violation of the Articles of War, that is why, 
there isan ongoing investigation on this matter" 

He insisted that “together with other acts,” 
the intention to withdraw support from the 
President "could constitute coup d'etat.’ 

Bacani said if people went to rallies “with 
arms and [used] these arms to attack the gov- 
ernment; that could be a coup d'etat.” 


Investigating Lim, Querubin 

то determine the "degree of liabilities of 
these individuals" the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation under the justice department was 
investigating Lim and Querubin “on other 
acts that they may have committed during 
that time,” Bacani said. 

Escudero argued that the two Marine offi- 
cials should also be charged at the Office of 
the Ombudsman, 

"Their case, he said, was similar to the gener- 
als who had gone to Edsa II and withdrew their 
support from then President Joseph Estrada. 

"The acts constituting a coup do not make a 
distinction as to whether or not you succeed- 
ed or failed in your attempt to grab power,” 
Escudero said, 

He reminded Cruz and the heads of the AFP 
service commands present at the session hall 
‘Thursday not to look at lawmakers based on 
their political color but as “legislators elected 
by the people,” 


"Yes, ma'am’ 

He said the only way to de-politicize the military 
was for the soldiers to "serve without regard for col- 
о age, beliefs,” adding that the AFP was mandated 
by law to follow the laws passed by Congress, the 
policies of Congress and orders of the Commander. 
in Chief in pursuit of these laws and policies. 


. 
“Нілді po namin layunin па manghasik ng lag- 
im o manggulo (19 not the intention of the oppo- 
sition to sow chaos and disorder)," Escudero said, 
adding that the legal political opposition "had no 


capability to grab power by violent means." 
"The AFP should recognize the pivotal role 
played by a vigilant opposition in a democra- 
h 


a 4 3 
cy he added. 

Escudero said: "(Parc of he] AFP's role [is] to 

rotect and defend democracy.. to ensure the 

Frourishing ofa vibrant opposition where we are : 

not afraid to say, 'No, Ma'am, If she's wrong, 

and not to have second thoughts to say, ‘Yes, 


Ma'am; or simply to keep quiet if she's right. 
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pulled GMA ratings down 


From page A! 


"they saw a tising trend of approval and ac- 
ceptance" for Ms Arroyo. 

“But 1017 is important, and the President 
acted out of necessity,” Bunye said. 

The fact that 65 percent of Filipinos want 
her to resign or to be removed from office is 
only “secondary” to Malacafiang, he said. 

Pulse Asia's survey conducted from Feb. 18 
to March 4 reaffirmed the results ofits Octo- 
ber 2005 survey wherein a decided majority 
of Filipinos considered the resignation or re- 
moval of Ms Arroyo as the best way to solve 
the political crisis gripping the country. 

“Ме have said all there is to say about the 
surveys. Itis time to stop belaboring our opin- 
ions and buckle down to work,” Bunye said, 
adding: 

"This nation will not move forward on the 
weight of polls. Itis a clear plan for the nation 
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and the determination to carry it out that will 
make the difference.” 

Bunye said that amid her plummeting rat- 
ings, the President preferred to “bury herself 
in more work.” 

"She has a different priority—the economy 
and uplifting the lives of our people, he said. 


From pan to fire 

The President's allies in the House moved 
quickly to stem the damage. 

Majority Leader Prospero Nograles tried to 
downplay the survey results, saying nobody 
among Ms Arroyo's political enemies could 
wield the leadership reins better than she had. 

Ina text message sent to the INQUIRER, No- 
grales said the President had managed to hold 
оп to power because those wishing to replace 
her were all the more “unacceptable.” 

“She survives because the persons who 
wish to replace her are not acceptable. Nei 
ther is a left communist or right military, or 
both, a viable option,” Nograles said. 

He said it would be like “jumping from the 
frying pan to the fire." 

Isabela Rep. Rodito Albano IIl, a member of 
Ms Arroyo's party, Kampi, said the survey results 
were not representative of public sentiment. 

‘Albano said that while some respondents 
might be against the President, the survey results 
were nota sufficient basis for her to resign. 

“That sentiment is not enough for the peo- 
ple to troop to the streets. I believe the survey 
does not represent the general sentiment of 
the people. in Isabela alone, the people led by 
our bishops are strongly supporting the Presi- 
dent because of her deep concern for our 
province,” he said 

On top of that, Albano said, the majority of 
lawmakers were strongly supportive of Ms Ar- 
royo. 

“The majority coalition remains intact and we 
are as strong as ever” he said. "We believe the 
President deserves to finish her term, especially in 
light of the courageous leadership she has shown 
against the recent destabilization attempts." 

rañaque Rep. Eduardo Zialcita, a mem- 
ber of the ruling Lakas, said the Pulse Asia 
survey was irrelevant because the presidency 
жаз not a popularity contest. 

He said Ms Arroyo had “sacrificed her popular- 
ity a long time ago for the reforms needed by the 
government to improve the plight ofthe people.” 

Zialcita also said the survey result was "dis- 
putable." 

He said the "overwhelming public support 
for the President" was "what frustrated past 
and recent attempts to unseat her.” 


New mandate 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, chair of the House 
‘committee on appropriations and Ms Arroyo's 
economic adviser, said she was creating for her- 
selfa new mandate as her administration contin- 
чей to implement policies resulting in improved 
economic conditions and a better fiscal situation. 

"Our new strategy is to accelerate econom- 
ic developments to overwhelm political dis 
turbances. And it seems to be working,” he 
said, citing the continued strong showing of 
the peso against the dollar even after the pur- 
ported coup plot last month. 

Salceda went so far as to say that the 65 per- 
cent of Pulse Asia respondents wanting the 
President out of office was an improvement. (A 
previous acceptance rating survey showed a 
70-percent negative acceptance of Ms Arroyo.) 

ће must continue to improve basic ser- 
vices. She must create a new mandate. A good 
economy is a new mandate,” Salceda said. 

‘Asked if Ms Arroyo had already created for 
herselfa new mandate as a result of the coun- 
пуз economic performance so far, Salceda 
said: “Not yet. But she's getting there.” 


‘Listen to the people’ 

New mandate or not, Senate President 
Franklin Drilon called on Ms Arroyo to heed 
the clamor, step down, and pave the way for a 
"snap" election, if only to end the political cri 
sis dogging her administration. 

“1 appeal to the President to listen to the 
voice of our people. And take stock of the situ- 
ation," Drilon said yesterday at a press brief- 
ing in General Trias, Cavite, where the Liberal 
Party held its general assembly 

In a speech at the party assembly, Drilon 
defended the Senate's ongoing inquiry into 
the “Hello Garci” tape scandal from Mala- 
cafiang's charge that it was being conducted 
“in aid of destabilization.” 

"Sen. [Rodolfo] Biazon is investigating the 
‘Hello Сагс? tapes because we know that [the 
issue] is the root cause of our problems,” 
Drilon said, referring to the wiretaps purport- 
edly showing that Ms Arroyo conspired with 
then Elections Commissioner Virgilio Garcil- 
lano to rig the 2004 presidential polls. 

Drilon, who announced the expulsion of 
five LP officials and members who called a 
"rump session” at the Manila Hotel on March 
2, dared Ms Arroyo to call an election this 
year in order to clear doubts over her legi 
macy. (Story on Page A2.) 

“Т accept the challenge [of Ms Arroyo's 
chief of staff Michael Defensor). We will have 
an election in the Liberal Party as soon as 
President Macapagal-Arroyo agrees to have 
an election in the entire country,” Drilon said, 
drawing cheers and applause. 

"So those who have doubts in her adminis- 
tration can express their sentiments,” he said, 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
said it would be difficult for the government to 
sustain its initiatives with six out of 10 Filipinos 
believing that Ms Arroyo should resign, Reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, Norman Bor- 
dadora and TJ Burgonio 
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Rating low 


RESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO OUGHT TO 

P talk less and listen more during her frequent trips 

outside Malacafiang. Or at least she should expand 

her feedback sources outside her circle of advisers, polit- 

ical allies and camp followers. Instead of being ground- 

ed on reality, her public statements sound more and 

more like mere wishes or fantasies. Like that bold decla- 

ration she made last month about be- 

EDITORIAL ing “the best person to lead this nation 
through this transition.” 

Ms Arroyo gave the statement in anticipation of a shift 
to a parliamentary system through the revision of the 
Constitution, which isn't a sure thing, if the Senate can 
help it. But whether the nation is indeed in a period of 
transition or not, that thing about being the best is clearly 
a minority view. According to the latest survey of Pulse 
Asia, only 11 percent of Filipinos agreed with the Presi- 
dent's self-praise. Double that number (23 percent) actu- 
ally believed Vice President Noli de Castro was better. Al- 
so more people (17 percent) thought deposed President 
Joseph Estrada made a better leader than Ms Arroyo as 
did those who chose Sen. Panfilo Lacson (13 percent). 
Conversely, at least three times more Filipinos considered 
her the most unacceptable leader. than. those who gave 
that dubious distinction to,actress Susan Roces, evange- 
list Eddie Villanueva or former President Fidel V Ramos. 

The results of the same Pulse Asia survey released earli- 
er showed that 50 percent of 1,200 respondents disap- 
proved of Ms Arroyo's performance in office, while only 
26 percent expressed approval. The results of the survey, 
conducted from Feb. 18 to March 4, virtually replicated 
those of the survey done by another polling firm, Social 
Weather Stations, from Nov. 27 to Dec. 4 last year. In that 
earlier survey, 54 percent of 1,200 respondents said they 
were dissatisfied with Ms Arroyo's performance, while 24 
percent said they were satisfied. The survey results se- 
cured Ms Arroyo's place as the most disliked president 
since 1986, according to the SWS. 

How badly Filipinos dislike the President or disapprove 
of the way she is running the government can be gleaned 
from the fact that 59 percent of the respondents in the 
Pulse Asia poll wanted her to resign. Another 6 percent 
wanted her out so much that they favored taking her out 
either by force or through foreign intervention. Only one 
out of every three people surveyed (34 percent) said 
keeping her in office would be most beneficial for the 
country. 

But before military officers—both of the mutinous kind 
and those who claim they are now the only ones holding 
the nation together—think conditions are now ripe for 
them to act on their delusions, they should consider that 
40 percent of Filipinos believed that a coup d'etat would 
be most inimical to the national interest. That figure is 
very much higher than the 12 percent who considered 
foreign intervention to change the government was the 
worst scenario. 

For the President and her allies, it may be a source of 
comfort to note that more people (29 percent) thought 
her resignation would be the worst thing that could hap- 
pen than those who thought it was her staying in office 
(19 percent). But they would be glossing over the dis- 
maying reality that 65 percent of Filipinos wanted her 
out. 

Still Ms Arroyo seems secure in her position—at least 
for now. For while the majority of Filipinos may not be 
satisfied with the way she has been running the govern- 
ment and want her out, they are not ready to act on their 
conviction. The many failed attempts to call out people 
power should prove that by now. But how long can she 
survive with consistently high negative ratings? More to 
the point, how long can she keep in her fold her fickle al- 
lies in the House of Representatives? 

Opposition leaders are now telling their administration 
colleagues that their continued support for an unpopular 
President could jeopardize their own chances of reelec- 
tion in 2007, which is of course a real possibility. If they 
can convince 30 or more administration congressmen to 
cast their lot with the opposition, the impeachment com- 
plaint against Ms Arroyo could be revived in August this 
year. If not, the next Congress might see a realignment of 
forces if the opposition can effectively bring its case 
against the President to a disaffected electorate. 
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Affirming a tyrannical 


‘ONE OF THE WORST DECISIONS RENDERED 
by the martial law Supreme Court was Garcia- 
Padilla vs. Enrile, 122 SCRA 472, written by a 
cherished friend of mine whose identity I will 
not reveal here for old times’ sake. Only six of 
his colleagues fully agreed with him, with an- 
other five concurring only in the result, mean- 
ing they agreed with the conclusion but not the 
arguments. One was on official leave, and Jus- 
tice Teehankee dissented. 

"The ponencia was in my view slavish in na- 
ture, stodgy in language and deficient in logic, 
but it was the law of the land during that regi- 
mented period and, unfortunately, is still so 
even now in this supposedly freer time. 

Shorn of its lengthy obsequiousness, it ruled 
(to dispense with all its whereases and where- 
fores) that rebellion was a continuing crime 
and so did not need a judicial warrant to justify 
the arrest at any time of persons suspected of 
the offense or any connected crime. The flimsy 
but pretentious reason was that the suspected 
rebels are deemed in the actual commission of. 
the continuing offense, or as we lawyers say, in 
flagrante delicto, whatever they might be doing 
at the time of their arrest. 

The decision also held that suspected rebels 
and associated subversives should notbe treat- 
ed as ordinary criminals but as enemy combat- 
ants in armed conflict with the government as 
in a state of war. As such, they were not enti- 
бей to the usual guarantees embodied in the 
Bill of Rights. 

Thad expected that the totally indefensible 
doctrine would be among the first abuses to 
be expunged after Edsa 1, but this was not to 
be. In fact, it was expressly affirmed and ap- 
plied in the leading case of Umil v. Ramos, 
187 SCRA 311, decided in 1990, after the 
Freedom Constitution had earlier called for 
the eradication of “all iniquitous vestiges of 


Effect 


IN THE LATEST PULSE ASIA NATIONWIDE 
survey, the question was asked (roughly trans- 
lated): in your opinion, which of the following 
scenarios will best serve the national interest? 
Ten separate scenarios were then present- 
ed—five on President Macapagal-Arroyo's res- 
ignation; two on her continuation in office; 
twoon а coup; and one on the intervention ofa 
foreign government. 

‘Based on the responses, Pulse Asia reported 
that 59 percent of Filipinos (those who chose 
any of the five scenarios involving her resigna- 
tion) opine that the most beneficial political 
scenario would be President Arroyo's resigna- 
tion. For good measure, it was also suggested 
that the percentage of those who want Ms Ar- 
royo out goes up to 65 percent if one adds the 
percentage of those who want her removed 
from office, either through a coup (4 percent), 
ог the intervention of a foreign government (2 
percent). Evidently, the analysts did not con- 
sider the possibility that the foreign govern- 
ment could intervene to keep Ms Arroyo in 
power. 

‘That is one way of looking at the responses. 
But one can also take those responses asa basis 
for the following analysis: 

‘The 10 possible “most beneficial” scenarios 
presented in the survey, and the percentage of 
those who chose them (totaling 99 percent of 
respondents, probably due to rounding-off er- 
rors) are as follows: (1) GMA resigns, and а 
special presidential election is held—16 per- 
cent; (2) GMA resigns and VP De Castro be- 
comes president—14 percent; (3) Both GMA 
and De Castro resign, and the Senate president 
takes over until special elections are held—12 
percent; (4) GMA resigns and is replaced by a 
"junta" until the election of a new president ог 
prime minister—10 percent; (5) GMA resigns 
and De Castro temporarily leads while prepar- 
ing for a new government under a new Consti- 
tution—7 percent; (6) GMA completes her 
term—23 percent; (7) GMA continues until 
the Constitution is changed and a parliamen- 
tary government is established before 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


the previous regime.” 

The Umil Case, resolving several habeas cor- 
pus proceedings filed by suspected insurgents, 
justified their warrantless arrests on the same 
shallow ground sustained in the Garcia-Padilla 
Case. The reorganized Supreme Court repeat- 
ей with approval that rebellion was a continu- 
ing offense that did not require the prior ob- 
tention of a warrant for the apprehension of 
any person suspected of the crime. 

The new decision was rendered per curiam 
to spare the ponente from possible reprisals 
from the subversive groups. It was concurred 
in by 13 members of the Court, with only Jus- 
tice Sarmiento and me dissenting. When it was 
received with widespread dissatisfaction, four 
other justices changed their minds and joined 
us in supporting the motion for reconsidera- 
tion, I think more for зе levitation chan juris- 
tic persuasions. The motion was denied just 
the same and the public remained uncon- 
vinced. 

In my dissent, I focused on the reaffirmation 
of the Garcia-Padilla doctrine that our Court 
had quoted extensively although it was ac- 
kmowledged—somewhat stealthily, 1 
thought—only in an unobtrusive footnote. 1 
said: 

“I dissent insofar as the ponencia affirms the. 
ruling in Garcia-Padilla vs. Enrile that subver- 
sionis a continuing offense, to justify the arrest 
without warrant of any person at any time as 


rule 


Jong as the authorities say he has been placed 
under surveillance on suspicion of the offense. 
‘That is a dangerous doctrine. A person may be 
arrested when he is doing the most innocent of 
acts, as when he is only washing his hands or 
taking his supper, or even when he is sleeping, 
on the ground that he is committing the 'con- 
tinuing offense of subversion. 

“Libertarians were appalled when that doc- 
trine was applied during the Marcos regime. I 
am alarmed that even now this new Court is 
willing to sustain it. I strongly urge my col- 
leagues to discard it altogether as one of the 
disgraceful vestiges of the past dictatorship 
and uphold the rule guaranteeing the right of 
the people against unreasonable searches and 
seizures. We can do no less if we are really to 
reject the past oppression and commit our- 
selves to the new freedom. 

"Even ifitbe argued that the military should 
be given every support in our fight against sub- 
version, I maintain that the fight should be 
waged honorably in accordance with the Bill of 
Rights. Ido not believe that in fighting the ene- 
my, we must adopt the ways of the enemy 
which are precisely what we are fighting 
against. I submit that our more important mo- 
tivation should be what we are fighting for.” 

1 added on the motion for reconsideration 
that the suspected rebels subjected to the doc- 
trine had not been recognized as belligerents 
under the laws of war and so should remain 
under the jurisdiction of our municipal laws 
and not be treated as enemy combatants. 

As usual, I spoke in vain. And now Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo's soldiers are making war- 
rantless arrests against suspected rebels as per- 
mitted under the oppressive Garcia-Padilla vs. 
Enrile doctrine that was affirmed and applied 
in Umil vs. Ramos by the succeeding supposed- 
ly liberated Supreme Court. Tuloy ang ligaya! 


ively 100% anti-coup? 


Get REAL 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod 


2010—11 percent; (8) a coup takes place, and 
military and police decide who will govern—3 
percent; (9) a coup takes place, and the mil 
tary and police themselves take over—I per 
cent; and (10) a foreign government gets in- 
volved and installs in power its Filipino al- 
lies—2 percent. 

From the above, one can as well say none 
of the 10 possibilities got a majority vote. 
This shows there's no clear consensus. How- 
ever, scenario 6—where the President con- 
tinues in office until 2010—was chosen by а 
significantly (statistically) higher percent- 
age of the respondents than the other possi- 
bilities. The five next highest choices at 16, 
14, 12, 11 and 10 percent respectively, were, 
by the way, not significantly different from 
one another. 

‘Those who persist in saying that there is a 
"clamor" for the constitutional change should 
note that scenario 5 where a new constitution 
will bring in a new government is considered 
as best by only 7 percent of the respondents; 
and even with the added enticement that a 
parliamentary government takes over before 
2010—scenario 7, constitutionat change still 
gets only an additional 4 percentage points, or 
a total of 11 percent. 

‘There is also a message for those who are 
pushing for a 1,000-day provisional govern- 
ment or junta. The scenario closest to that is 
scenario 4, where a junta takes over only for 
the purpose of immediately electing a new 
president or prime minister. That gets only 10 
percent of the vote—but what is interesting is 
that an equal percentage of respondents (9 
percent, which is not significantly different) 


thinks that the scenario is the most inimical po- 
litical scenario! 

‘Another important message from the Pulse 
Asia survey results has to do with the two 
coup scenarios. For those in the military/po- 
lice who want to be powerbrokers, and those 
in the political opposition ‘and civil society 
(including businessmen) who have been play- 
ing footsie with them, if not actively encour- 
aging them, please take note: the percentage 
of respondents who think a coup of this kind 
is the most beneficial is all of 3 per- 
cent—which is, because the survey's margin 
of error is also 3 percent; this is like saying 
that the percentage of respondents in favor of. 
the so-called "withdrawal of support" could 
bea big fat zero. 

‘And for the more ambitious soldiers—those 
who want to wield the power themselves—the 
message is at least as stark: the percentage of 
Filipinos who are in favor of it is effectively 
zilch (1 percent). One, who is not aware of the 
margin of error, may be tempted to point out 
that more Filipinos prefer a foreign govern- 
ment getting involved in the country's affairs 
than a military/police takeover. 

Let me summarize the alternative analysis 
thus: (1) there may be 59 percent of Filipinos 
who want GMA to resign, but until they can 
agree on one—instead of four or five—post- 
Gloria scenarios, they can kiss a successful 
resignation move goodbye. Their different 
choices get trumped by the scenario which 
has a significant plurality of the votes: the 
Gloria-stay scenario. (2) Even if all 59 percent 
agree on a post-Gloria scenario, effectively 
100 percent of Filipinos do not want her to be 
removed through military intervention. (It 
amazes me how the anti-GMA groups criticize 
her use of the military, but do not seem to 
think anything of their own attempts to do the 
same). 

You want her out? Do your homework to- 
ward an impeachment. And toward ensuring 
that the 2007 elections take place under a re- 
formed Commission on Elections, 


Li 
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INTERESTINGLY, VARIOUS OPPOSITION LEAD- 
ers have been busy disclaiming any role in the re- 
cent coup plot. A number of leaders now say pub- 
licly they wouldn't have accepted a role in a tran- 
sition council. But I wonder if they would have 
Said this had the plot succeeded. Implicated mili- 
tary officers, meanwhile, have resorted to gob- 
bledygook to obscure their intentions. One is re- 
minded of the adage: Victory has many fathers, 
while defeat is an orphan. 

There is talk that Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile 
wouldn't have opened his mouth against Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal if he didn't have something 
Solid against her. The problem with Madrigal 
is that while she is a neophyte, she is already 
throwing her weight around. Few senators 
want to cross swords with Enrile. She found 
this outabittoolate. | 

‘Speaker Jose de Venecia recently hosted a din- 
ner for Speaker Kim Won-ki of the South Korean 
National Assembly. Kim's visit coincided with his 
69th birthday and De Venecia rolled out a birth- 
day cake for him as guests sang “Happy Birthday.” 
Interestingly, in February 2005, Kim and his wife 
were playing host to the De Venecias in Seoul 
when Gina de Venecia celebrated her birthday. At 
that time, recalled ЈОМ they were in deep mourn- 
ing for their only daughter KC, and the Kims 
proved very comforting, 

Tn his speech, ЛУ lauded South Korea's in- 
creasing investments in RB helped no doubt by 
the visiting speaker. Last year, Koreans invested a 
total of $2 billion in such projects as power plants 
and electrification, electronics and the South Rail 
rehabilitation from Manila to Calamba. During 
their talks, Kim said the go-signal has been given 
fora $1 billion investment by Hanjin in Subic. An- 
other Korean venture involves the laying out of 
pipelines in the sea to bring excess Malampaya 
gas from Batangas City to Mindoro. - 

For his part, Kim noted how much he and JDV 
have in common. They are about the same age 
amd they started their careers in journalism. 
Rep, Roquito Ablan wryly noted another similar- 
ity: "Both are given to long-winded speeches." 


"WE MUST NOT CONFUSE DISSENT WITH DIS: 
loyalty. We must remember always that accusation. 
is not proof and that conviction depends upon evi- 
dence and due process of law. We will not walk in 
fear of one another, We will not be driven by fear in- 
to an age of unreason, if we dig deep in our history 
and our doctrine, and remember that we are not de- 
scended from fearful men—not from men who 
feared to write, to speak, to associate and to defend 
causes that were, for the moment, unpopular” 

"These ringing words are from the movie “Good 
Night, and Good Luck,” and they are real words 
broadcast on American TV and uttered by a real 
person: Edward R. Murrow. Murrow was one of 
America's most respected and renowned journal- 
ists from the 19405 to 1950s, most famous for two 
feats: his radio broadcasts from London during 
the Blitz; and his taking on Sen. Joseph McCarthy 
at the height of McCarthy's “witch hunt" against 
communists in government and other sectors, in- 
cluding the media. 

By 1953, when McCarthy started smoking out 
suspected communists by going after anybody and 
Everybody who ever assocated with communists, 
including their spouses, and who ever read leftist 
publications or attended meetings of organiza- 
tions suspected of being communist front organi- 
zations, he had succeeded in creating a climate of 
fear and suspicion not just among bureaucrats and 
government officials but also among entertain- 
ment figures, including media personalities. 

In one meeting, preparing to do a provocative 

piece on McCarthy's excesses, Murrow's producer 
Fred Friendly tells the staff of "See It Now" that if 
anyone of them had even the merest link to the 
Left, he or she should come clean and desist from 
working on the show. Murrow, in a strong and 
credible portrayal by Davide Strathairn, looks up 
in weary resignation. “The terror is right here in 
this room," he says. 
А CRITIC says that one of the points raised by 
the film, directed and co-written by George 
Clooney who also takes on the role of Friendly, 
is how “one man can make a difference," and 
in 1950s America, "Murrow was that man." 
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Kim paid ийише to the 74,000 Piping sol- 
diers who fought in the Korean War 54 years ago 
(among them, former President Fidel Ramos 
and Rep. Ernesto Gidaya) and to the historic and. 
cultural similarities between the two peoples, 
Such as deep kinship and family ties and respect. 
for elders. He also noted that 50,000 Koreans are 
now living in the Philippines, including 8,000 
‘who are studying English. Around 500,000 Kore- 
an tourists visit here annually. 

At JDV's dinner, I sat with Chung Eui-yong, one 
of the brightest stars in their National Assembly and 
chair of its foreign relations committee. We talked 
about South Korea's parliamentary system. In the 
recent debates here on Charter change, the “French 
model" of a strong president and a prime minister 
‘who runs the day-to-day affairs of state is always 
cited. But not so well known is the fact that South 
Korea also has this model. Chung pointed out that 
there is a “gentleman's agreement" between the 
two top officials that the president designates the 
functions he delegates to the PM, and this arrange- 
ment of more than 10 years has worked well. 

Chung also pointed out that since the end of 
Japanese colonization in 1945, South Korea 
has continuously had a unicameral National 
Assembly, except for one year, when it experi- 
‘mented with having two chambers. In that one 
year, the country found the bicameral set-up 
too laborious and slow to respond to the need 
to move the Korean economy to tiger status; 
laws took so long to enact. It decided to return 
to а unicameral assembly. But Chung said it 
might go back to a bicameral set-up when the 
two Koreas are reunited. 


Good luck and good n 


Rina Jimenez-David „~ 


Ironically, it was TV that catapulted McCarthy 
and his reckless hunting expedition to national 
and international prominence, with live broad- 
casts of the hearings he presided over, with litle 
chance given to those he persecuted to counter 
the charges he aired or refute them with evi- 
dence. This was because while McCarthy and his. 
counsel were free to accuse and link those he ас- 
cused to all sorts of “un-American” activities, 
"objective" reportage on the hearings precluded 
the presentation of any evidence to the contrary. 

So when Murrow starts examining Mc- 
Carthy's record and his shabby treatment of wit- 
nesses, the distinguished broadcaster is accused 
of being a “propagandist” forthe Let if not а 

isan in the debate. And when "See It Now" 
uses out-takes of the hearings and of speeches. 
the senator made to demonstrate his modus 
operandi, McCarthy lashes back not by contra- 
dicting his own words or offering his own facts, 
"but y attacking Murrow, accusing him of having 
been a propagandist for the communists. 
"GOOD NIGHT, and Good Luck" is not just a fasci- 
nating study of a shameful and disturbing period 
in American history (there was a similar witch 
hunt conducted here, by Filipino legislators eager 
to copy their American colleagues), it also offers 
lessons to present-day Filipino journalists and to 
those in government putting a squeeze on the 
profession and the industry. 

As Murrow pointed out, “the terror is right 
here in this room," and that perhaps is the whole 
point of the so-called “list of journalists” whom. 
the military has supposedly compiled incriminat- 
ing evidence against and is getting ready to ar- 


1 told Chung we have the same problem with 
our bicameral set-up, because of the very slow re- 
sponse of our Senate. Pending in that chamber are 
48 national bills and 344 local bills transmitted for 
action by the House as of last March 9, 2006. Last 
year only four bills were passed by the Senate, but 
only one of them originated from there: the elec- 
tions in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao. I also noted that the gridlock between the 
two chambers as well as between the executive 
and the legislative branches has been there since 
the ime of Cory Aquino. To many peopl, the only 
way to break this is to have a single, larger cham- 
ber that reflects demographic realities 

1 queried Chung about the reunification 
prospects between the two Koreas, and he said it's 
proceeding slowly but surely. There have been in- 
creasing interactions onthe family and clan level, 
эз more South Koreans are able to make visits near 
the demilitarized zone. But industrial interaction 
is also being stepped up. In Gaesung Industrial 
Park on the western coast, north of the DMZ, he 
said, 12 South Korean companies have started 
‘manufacturing various products, іе, electronic 
components, kitchen wares, garments, etc., and 
they employ over 5,000 North Korean workers. 

Queries have come in since I wrote about the 
prominent women leaders who came out with 
а two-page spread advocating support for the 
Constitution and the rule of law. The NGOthat 
sponsored itis called Mahal Ko Bayan Ko (MK- 
BK). Led by its convenor, Dr. Evelyn Kilayko, 
MKBK is composed of “God-centered, enlight- 
ened, compassionate, nation-loving people.” It 
‘seeks to promote values such as love of country, 
good governance and good citizenship, “lead- 
ing to peace, stability and prosperity for all the 
people." MKBK's action plan under its rallying 
cry, “Tama na ang gulo. Let's move forward," 
includes organizing workshops on pod ct 
zenship and governance practices, keeping 
database on such practices from local govern- 
ments, NGOs and other groups, and training 
MKBK members to speak at public and media 
forums, in order to disseminate correct values. 
MKBK is inviting members and it can be 
reached at mahalko_bayanko@yahoo.com. 
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rest. Whether the list contains seven names, 11 
names or 100 names, it might as well be a thou- 
sand names, for until government releases the 
names of the journalist-suspects and details the 
evidence against them, all of us in the media feel 
equally at risk. And that may be another point: to 
‘sow so much terror among our ranks that we dare 
not provoke the Arroyo administration unduly 
lest it bring down its wrath on us. 

‘Agovernment official, interviewed over ANC on 
the “guidelines” supposedly to be issued by the po- 
lice on "responsible" journalism, pooh-poohed the 
prevailing fear within the industry by pointing out 
that "you (journalists) were not intimidated at all, 
were you?" The amazing chutzpah of the man! His 
bosses attempts to muzzle free speech having 
proven useless, he would now use the media's de- 
fiance against ourselves, saying that there was no 
threat at all. Well, there certainly were threats— 
veiled and actual, as the raid on the Tribune offices 
and the sudden resurrection of old libel cases 
prove—but o the credit of media workers and me- 
dia owners, they did not allow fear or alarm to 
stop them from doing their jobs. 

‘OUR country and the media here face not a sin- 
gle foe—as Murrow did in confronting Mc- 
ut an entire ‘machinery 
bent on controlling % edia but still 
desiring to nurture a democratic image. 

So we see these days the thrust and parry of 
government factotums, crying “sedition” one 
moment, then granting exclusive interviews 
the next; sic-ing the police on media outlets, 
then “inviting” media bigwigs to dialogues 
andconsultations. |. oe 

‘But as Murrow and his intrepid staff proved in 
and Ene fiie eet out he truth and 
journali do is to ferret out the truth an 
present tin a reasonable, balanced manner. 

What ultimately did Murrow in was not Mc- 
Carthy or government pressure, but the pres- 
sureofthe "market," which wanted TV to pro- 

ide entertainment and not controversial pub- 
lic affairs shows. That, too, is a lesson we need 
to beaware of. 


The media war on terror 


"MORE THAN HALF OF THIS BATTLE IS TAKING 
place on the battlefield of he media, [for] we are 
in a media battle in a race for the hearts and 
minds of [Muslims]." The speaker was not some 
public relations executive, but Osama bin Laden's 
chief lieutenant, Ayman al-Zawahiri. 

Terrorists have skillfully adapted to fighting 
wars in today's media age but, for the most part, 
America and the governments of the other 
democracies have not. Consider that the violent 
extremists have their own “media relations com- 
mites" aimed at manipulating elite opinion. 
They plan and design headline-grabbing attacks, 
using every means of communications to intimi- 
date and break the collective will of free people. 

"They know that communications transcend bor- 
ders, and that a single news story, handled skillfully, 
can be as damaging to our cause—and as helpful o 
theirs—as any military attack. And they are able to 
act quickly with relatively few people, and with 
modest resources compared to the vast, expensive 
bureaucracies of democratic governments. 

‘Today, we are fighting the first war in the era of 
e-mail, blogs, blackberries, instant messaging, 
digital cameras, the Internet, mobile phones, talk 
radio and 24-hour news. In Tunisia, the largest 
newspaper has a circulation of roughly 50,000 in 
а country of 10 million people. But even in the 
poorest neighborhoods, you see satellite dishes 
‘on nearly every balcony or rooftop. 

A few years ago, under Saddam Hussein, an 
Iraqi could have his tongue cut out if he was 
found in possession of a satelite dish or used the 
Internet without government approval. Today, 
satellite dishes are ubiquitous in Iraq as well. 

Regrettably, many of the news channels be- 
ing watched through these dishes are hostile to 
the West, Media outlets in many parts of the 
world often serve only to inflame and dis- 
tort—rather than to explain and inform. While 
al-Qaida and extremist movements have used 
this forum for many years, further poisoning 
the Muslim public's view of the West, we in the 
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WoRLD View 


Donald Rumsfeld 


West have barely even begun to compete. 

‘We saw this with the false allegations of ће 
desecration of a Koran last year. First published in 
a weekly news magazine, the story was then post- 
ed on websites, sent in e-mails and repeated on 
satellite television and radio stations for days be- 
fore the facts could be discovered. That false story 
incited deadly anti-American riots in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan 

‘The United States military, appropriately and 
of necessity, took the time needed to ensure that it 
had the facts before responding that the charges. 
were untrue. In the meantime, innocent lives 
were lost. 

‘But we have begun to adapt. In Iraq, for exam- 
ple, the US military working closely with the Iraqi 
government, has sought non-traditional means to 
provide accurate information to the Iraqi people. 
Yet this has been portrayed as "buying news.” The 
resulting explosion of critical press stories then 
causes everything—all activity, all initiative—to 
stop. This leads to a “chilling effect” among those 
serving in the military public affairs field, who con- 
clude that there is no tolerance for innovation, 

Consider for a moment the vast quantity of col- 
umn inches and hours of television devoted to the 
allegations of detainee abuse at Abu Ghraib. 
Compare that to the volume of coverage and con- 
demnation associated with, say, ће discovery of 
Saddam Hussein's mass graves, which were filled 
with hundreds of thousands of innocent Iraqis. 

Free governments must make communications 
planning a central component of every aspect of 
this struggle. indeed, the longer it takes to put a 


rategic communications framework into place, 
the more the vacuum will be filled by the enemy. 
"There are nonetheless signs of modest progress. 
Soon after the devastating earthquake in Pakistan, a 
public affairs team was deployed with our sizable 
military forces in the disaster area. They worked to 
help focus media attention on America's commit- 
ment to help the Pakistani people. Public opinion. 
Surveys conducted by private groups before and af- 
ter the earthquake suggest that attitudes in Pakistan 
regarding the United States changed dramatically 
because of this new awareness. 
Government public affairs and public diploma- 
ts are slowly beginning to reorient 
Schedules and bureaucratic culture to 
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ty of that strug: 

test of wills and it will be won or lost in the court. 
of global public opinion. While the enemy is skill- 
ful at manipulating the media and using the tools 
‘of communications to their advantage, we have 
ап advantage as well: truth is on our side, and, ul- 
timately, truth wins out. Council on. Foreign Re- 
lations and Project Syndicate 


Donald Rumsfeld is US secretary of defense 


NEA 


Anniversary of nothing 


MY JUMBLED-UP THOUGHTS ALWAYS FIND SOME CLARI- 
ty when I, more morose than usual, sit down and ponder the 
meaning of another birthday. 

Birthdays are regimented; they do not delay the in- 
evitable, nor prolong what you wish to forget. They аге mere 
24-hour increments of revelry or revulsion, depending on 
where you are in life. 

Each year, mine is marked by anxiety There is the constant 
pressure to carouse 
with a nice dinner 
and perhaps a few 
drinks. Superficial 
rituals for a not-so- 
superficial day. And 
instead of reflecting 
on how much time 1 
have left in this 
world and how 1 шау 
leave a larger imprint 
upon it, 1 am usually 
left contemplating 
the finer details of salmon gravlax and how it fits with the 
rest ofthe night's celebratory menu, 

But this year is a little different. I find myself caught be- 


YouNc BLoop 
Therese Anne Lim 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


" tween two worlds of, well, everything. Lam neither here nor 


there, neither a child nor a grownup. Tonight! am sitting ina 
dorm room 8,000 miles from the hospital room I was born in, 
turning an age that is no cause for celebration in any of the. 
three cultures 1 relate to. 1 am no longer 18, where in the 
Philippines, I would be presented to society in a debutante 
ball. i am not yet 21, when in America, or at least in the ever- 
so-drunken college towns of America, 1 will celebrate my 
birthday with the requisite number of tequila shots. 1 have 
not yet graduated college, which, in the Chinese mind-set, 
marks the time when I can finally be productive by joining 
the family business and raking in the cash. 

Tam 20, a multiple of 10 but an anniversary of nothing. .. 

ButTam not as desolate as I sound. After all, Lam not hard, 
pressed to find other days that carry much more personal 
gravitas than my birthday. Coming from a family that expect- 
са nothing more from me than a decent showing in school 4 
and a career in business someday, 'm surprised I've made it 
this far. = 

There was no eureka moment that formed my to-do list for ? 
the next 10 years. I did not start preparing for my Scholastic ' 
Aptitude Test in Grade 2 (1 did not even know what the term 
meant until sophomore year of high school). I did not keep 
telling myself that the Philippines was too small for my ambi- 
tions. 1 had no large goals during my childhood, except per- 
haps some desire to see the world, for which my unchanging 
location was appropriate anyway. I prayed to God every : 
night to make me an architect, because that was what my fa- з 
ther kept telling me I should do, until 1 somehow found the ^ 
guts to tell him years later that I could not draw to save my ~ 
Ше and had absolutely no interest in calculating the struc- * 
tural strength of steel beams. On the whole, I was a naive kid + 
who lived in her own world, but who peripherally absorbed * 
the world that was laid out before her. b 

Looking back at my formative years, 1 am grateful for the 
imagined edifice that was constructed around my mind. 4 
thin, billowing sheets of well-hung drapery, it let the ai 
while maintaining the illusion of the interior. It allowed me ', 
the freedom to explore two parallel universes: one that fed me v 
knowledge, and another that taught me to use it. I recall read- 
ing an old book on Greek mythology out of boredom when T~ 
was 7, and being enamored of it by page 200. Daedalus án 
Icarus, Pygmalion and Galatea, Zeus and Leto, Castor and Pol- ! 
Tux—dheir stories awoke in me a sense of possibility. I could Ву, 1 
‘or come alive with a kiss, or have an affair with a god and give 
birth to twins, or even be immortalized in the stars. 

Notwithstanding the clear line between reality and fic- ^ 
tion, I took to heart the plotlines of many novels. They 3 
showed me what Paris and Vegas were like at night at the $ 
‘same time that they taught me empathy and respect for di- 3 
verse individuals, They also impressed upon me the advan- 
tage of пау, the need for—selfexpression. I wrote as much у 
as 1 read, and what I read influenced my writings deeply. 

Tr was how I grew up. You could tell how much I matured У 
(or degenerated) each year by how many more journal en 
tries took on the burden of psychoanalysis. 4 

‘But Lam not the tortured sort who lives for art and the ru- 
minations of the soul alone. I write deeply for I care deeply. 1 7 
enjoy life carelessly because many things in it are shallow. * 
Such as birthdays, which mechanically command ceremony, 
evenin the face of artifice. š 

Next Wednesday, I will eat cake, drink and be merry, be- 
cause that is what the world expects. But 1 would be a fool to 
say that those expectations have not formed part of my core. 
After all, live in between two worlds, with one foot firmly in 
each. When I blow my candles out, it will not be out of a 
sense of obligation, but a sense of attachment, however un- 
easy, to sensibility. I have been programmed to relish the in- 
choate, temporal traditions of this plane. And with a frost- 
ing-laced glass of wine in my hand next week, there's no 
telling where I will slur my way to next. 

ч 
Therese Anne Lim, 20, is a junior at Yale University, double толи; 
joring in Economics and Political Science. д 
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NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ог, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 4 


THEY SAID 


Transmogrified 

“The violations of the Constitution have transmogri- 
fied into ordinariness, There is no more righteous 
anger. The protests, even in the Senate, have become 
mechanical reactions.” 
T en. Joker Arroyo 


Grim reminder 

“How has its management and staff mustered the 
gall to continue the program that reminds everyone of 
the heaps of dead bodies and hundreds of injured peo- 
ple whose lives have changed after the tragedy?" 
PIAC (Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption) founding 
Thair Dante Jimenez on the reopening of the TV show "Wowowee" 
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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS I$ OUR 
sacred right. It is only through a 
free press that we are able to dis- 
cern the truth. And as the Good 
Book says, “The truth shall set us 
free.” 

‘A regime that is afraid of the 
truth would endeavor to do every- 
thing to keep the people in dark- 
mess. In authoritarian regimes, 
truth is always the first casualty. 
Despots unleash violence first 
against the mass media, knowing 
fully well the power of the pen to 
awaken the people from their ig- 
norance and to mobilize them into 
asserting their right to informa- 
tion and the truth. 

‘Attacks on press freedom by the 
State are a form of state terrorism 
ofthe highest order. The state was 
created to promote, preserve and 


protect the inviolable rights of its 
citizens and not to trample on 
them in the guise of protecting the 
State. 

‘The arrest of a columnist, the 
police raid on an editorial office, 
the deployment of military or po- 
lice troops in broadcast media of- 
fices, among others, are serious vi- 
lations of press freedom. 

But the more serious and insid- 
ious attack on press freedom is 
the creation of a climate of feat, 
forcing journalists to practice 
self-censorship. More than forc- 
ing journalists to do a “balancing 
act? with their craft, self-censor- 
ship impairs the person's sense of 
right and wrong. Journalists who 
succumb to real or imagined 
threats eventually lose not only 
their livelihood but, more regret- 
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When press freedom is lost 


fully, their self-respect and self- 
worth. 

‘Thomas Jefferson centuries ago 
wrote a timely advice: “The basis 
of our government being the opin- 
ion of the people, the very first ob- 
ject should be to keep that right, 
and use it. If left to me to decide 
whether we should have a govern- 
ment without newspapers, or 
newspapers without government, 
should not hesitate for a moment 
to prefer the latter.” 

—FLORANGEL ROSARIO-BRAID, 

RAMON R. TUAZON, 

ANN C. LOPEZ, 

Asian Institute of Journalism 
and Communication, 

Unit 902 Annapolis 
Wilshire Plaza, 
Annapolis St., Greenhills, 
San Juan, Metro Manila. 


Ocampo et al back to hills? Tell it to the Marines 


HIDING FROM THE LAW IN THE 
sanctuary of Congress, Satur 
Ocampo threatened to go back to 
the mountains and take up arms 
against the government, As if on 
cue, Crispin Beltran and Teddy 
Сазійо issued the same threat to 
authorities. 

Going back to armed struggle? 
Did they ever renounce it in the 

‚ first place? Did amnesty and their 

È entry to the political mainstream 

f result in the abandonment of the 
Maoist ideology? 

Ocampo and his Bayan Muna 
ideologues, along with their 
brethren in Anakpawis and 
Gabriela, would like us to believe 
that they are not the communists 
that we know them to be. Just be- 
cause they do not brandish 
firearms now does not mean that 
they have given up on armed 


struggle as the primary means to 
achieve political and societal 
change. Entering the democratic 
system is simply just another step 
toward the communists fatalistic 
obsession with their national 
democratic revolution. 

"These communist fronts parad- 
ing as party-list groups condemn 
the rebellion charges against them 
even though they are being given 
every opportunity to defend them- 
selves by the government. The 
same cannot be said of the kanga- 
тоо courts of their New People’s 
Army which the honorable hu- 
man rights/justice advocates have 
curiously never found the time 
and the passion to condemn or 
speak against. 

Bourgeois Rep. Francis Escud- 
ero gave them support by saying 
that Edsa I invited progressives 


and communists to join the main- 
stream, and that these recent ac- 
tions of government will drive 
them back to the “underground.” 
Surprising indeed that this sympa- 
thy is coming from an icon of the 
“naghaharing-uri, panginoong 
may lupa" class, but not so, after 
all, when you realize that Sorso- 
gonis really one big safe haven for 
the NPA. 

1 sincerely hope that Ocampo 
and his comrades will make good 
their threat to rejoin the NPA. But 
for all the rhetoric and theatrics, I 
know they are hollow statements 
because CPP (Communist Party of 
the Philippines) chair Jose Ma. Si- 
son is not about to allow his 
stooges to let go of hundreds of 
millions in pork barrel funds. 

—ISABELO GATMAITAN, 
isagatmaitan@yahoo.com.ph 


Loyalty to the Constitution, not to a dictator 


1 АМ APPALLED BY THE TRAM- 
pling of civil rights of the Filipino 
people on the 20th anniversary of 
People Power Iby a paranoid Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. She's worse 
than the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
showing callousness by issuing 
Proclamation 1017, a clone of Mar- 


соў Proclamation 1081. 

She must be so scared that her 
days as an illegitimate occupant of 
Malacafiang are numbered that 
she had to resort to a very undemo- 
cratic means to cling to power. In. 
equally disappointed with the mili- 
тг blind loyalty. The soldiers 


should be true to their vow to de- 
fend the Philippine Constitution. 
hope these men and women in 
uniform will uphold democracy and 
boot out this dictator and impostor. 
Let the will of the people reign! 
—FLOR LACANILAO, 
frlacanilao@yahoo.com 
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Edsa: а place 
in our hearts 


THE LIFELESS, MALACANANG- 
initiated celebration of Edsa Ts 
20th anniversary showed the true 
nature of the Arroyo administra- 
tion. To President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo and her officials, Edsa 1 is a 
vague historical concept, а past 
event shelved in the past. 

1 was 14 years old when the 
People Power Revolution of 1986 
broke out. My grandmother told 
me and my cousins never to go to 
Edsa, where a large crowd had 
gathered, because it was crawling 
with communists and trouble- 
makers. While my cousins, with 
usual youthful temerity,- dis- 
obeyed the old one, 1 sat and 
watched Edsa on TV—the huge 
crowd massed on the streets, 
blocking tanks. 

Before that, Edsa was, to me, 
just a big, wide street. After that, 
Edsa became a cause of jubilation 
and a memorable event of songs, 
photos, hands and flowers and 
barbed wire. 

College days opened my eyes to 
a lot of things that were happen- 
ing around me: student activism, 
the US bases issue, elections. Edsa 
Т at this point became a window 
that afforded me a better view of 
reality. It also had become а mile- 
stone marking the triumph of 
good over evil. 

In Edsa П, I stayed out in the 
streets for a couple of nights, 
stirred by deep feelings of patrio- 
tism. On the final day, Ms Arroyo 
made a promise. I also made a 
promise, along with millions of 
Filipinos that we will never allow 
an immoral and corrupt leader- 
ship to lead us again. But again, 
we have been deluded by the peo- 
ple we had trusted. 

To Ms Arroyo, Edsa may just 
be a street. To me and to most of 
my generation, and to millions of 
Filipinos, it is a place in our 
hearts. 

—REGGIE DE LOS REYES, 
reggie4jGgmail.com 
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Tan has done so much for PAL pilots 


‘THIS REFERS TO THE COLUMN 
(What makes pilots special?") of 
Solita Monsod. (PDI, 3/11/06) 
Allow us to set the record 
straight: 

1. Over the past few years, 
Philippine Airlines (PAL) has tak- 
en significant steps to address the 
needs of our pilots, among them: 
improved pilots retirement pack- 
age by 50 percent; use of part of 
their sick leaves, a privilege lost 
in the wake of the 1998 illegal 
strike; trip-pass benefits even 
without completing the required 
years of service; an incentive for 
technical stops on international 
flights, a benefit previously given 
only to the cabin crew; the Pilots 
Retirement Plan and the Pilots 
Occupational Disability Plan. 

‘Also, PAL has asked the govern- 
ment to grant our pilots an in- 
come-tax holiday to match the 
tax-free status enjoyed by their 
Filipino colleagues in foreign air- 
lines. For the long term, PAL has 
ordered five more trainer aircraft 
costing $1.5 million, which will 
enable us to double the output of 
new pilots to 56 a year. 

2. The courts, not the Estrada 
administration, declared the 
1998 pilots strike “illegal.” The 
Court of Appeals, in its August 
2001 decision, held the strikers 
to have lost their employment 
status with PAL. The Supreme 
Court upheld PAĽs position in 
January 2002. 

3. Since 1999, PAL has given 
yearly increases to pilots: base 
pay—35 percent; productivity рау 
for those with flying time of 60 
hours and below—227 percent; 
for those exceeding 60 
hours—161 percent. 

4. The gross monthly salary 


(plus allowances) of our captains 
ranges from $4,000 to $7,000. 
Missed out in Monsod's corhputa- 
tion were the 20 percent contribu- 
Чоп to the retirement fund and 
the 5 percent contribution to the 
disability fund. 

‘Our medical benefits for them 
and their familes are among the 
most generous in the industry. In 
all, the total remuneration pack- 
age for our senior pilots is not 
much off the $9,000-per-month 
(at the low end) offer of foreign 
carriers 

Consider, too, the unquantifi- 
able social costs of taking overseas 
jobs, such as the pain of separa- 
Чоп from family Aiso, the job con- 
tract is for 3 to 5 years on- 
ly—enough time for the foreign 
carriers to train their local pi- 
Jots—after which the Filipino 
hires are no longer needed and 
they no longer have their previous 
career jobs to fall back on. 

Monsod said that Dr. Lucio 
Tan treats our pilots "like dirt." 
Considering all the initiatives Dr. 
Тап has taken for our pilots—a 
vastly improved benefits pack- 
age; yearly increases in pay; 
grant of additional incentives; a 
secure career with the national 
flag carrier—such statement was 
most unkind, 

Our company cares deeply 
about all cur employees and it is 
our policy to provide them the 
best compensation and benefits 
package within our capacity, com- 
mensurate with their hard work 
and dedication to duty. 

—JAIME J. BAUTISTA, 
presidentand 

chief operating officer, 
Philippine Airlines, 

RO. Box 1344, Makati City 


An oasis in a desert of political columns 


1 FEEL SAD THAT BAMBI HAR- 
per is no longer writing a col- 
umn for the Inquirer. I learned 
many things from her columns 
and I shared these in many fo- 
rums I've been into, as well as 
with my children. In a desert of 
political columns, hers served as 
an oasis. 

Her columns were comforting 
to read as they reminded me of 


our past. I am a firm believer of 
the saying, "You should know 
where you come from in order to 
reach your destination." I hope to 
read her columns again. 

May I take this opportunity to 
express my deepest appreciation 
of Bambi Harper's columns. God 
bless her and good luck. 

—ORLY BUNAG, 
ogbunag@yahoo.com 
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other Luisita union leader slain 


Victim was 14th activist murdered in hacienda. I; 


By Tonette Orejas and Russell Агадог Subie-Clark-Tarlac Expressway in were killed while seven others 
PDI Central Luzon Desk areas that are tilled for rice and went missing in Central Luzon in 
and Blanche Rivera other crops. 2005. 
in Manila Ina statement, Danilo Ramos, Іш the first quarter of 2006, 18 
secretary general of the Kilusang were killed and six were abducted. 
= .. Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), Cruz's brother, Ernesto, said 
TARLAC CITY—A LEADER OF THE UNITED LUISI- сада “extra-judicial killings (have the gunmen continued shooting 
ta Workers Union (Ulwu) at the Cojuangco family- become) a state policy .. and at Cruz as he lay dying on the 
(have even) intensified.” pavement. 
owned sugar estate here was shot dead yesterday (erem ment condemned | The Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
in Concepcion town, reports from the Bagong “thislatest act ofbrutality against Pilipinas said а Baby Armalite 
Alyansang Makabayan and the police said. the legitimate leaders of the ha- was used in the killing. 
cienda people." “The military has accused him 
Tirso Cruz, 33, an Ulwu direc- men aboard a motorcycle shot The KMP also blamed the pres- of being an NPA,” Ernesto said in 
tor, was the first leader of the him in Barangay Pando in Con- ence of government soldiers and a press conference in Quezon City 
Won slain following the resolu- серсіоп, 25 kmsouthofthiscity militiamen inside the hacienda yesterday. 
tion of the labor strike at the es- The slaying tookplaceafterthe for the rash of violence there. He said military men have 
tate іп December last year, ac- victim, also a barangay kagawad Со. Preme Monta, spokesper- been visiting their home since the 
cording to Romam Polintan, (village council member) of Pan- son of the military's Northern Lu- picket against the Luisita man- 
Bayan chair in Central Luzon. do and a local coordinator of the zon Command, however, denied agement started, asking Cruz to 
"he union represents more party-list group Anakpawis, lefta the involvement of government admit to being а surrendered 
than 5,000 farm workers on chapel where a pabasa (Lenten soldiers in the killing. NPA, but his brother refused to 
whose behalf the government reading of the Passion of Christ) Five leaders of various militant signanypapers. 
agreed to cancel the stock distri- began on Friday. groups in Tarlac have been killed Ernesto said he cried for help 
bution option (SDO) scheme and Кепе Galang, Ulwu president, since December 2004, reports but nobody from the military de- 
transfer to them the ownership of said Cruz had been receiving said tachment just besitie their house 
more than 5,000 hectares at the death threats since he joined the Among them were farmer-lead- сате out. Not even members of 
Hacienda Luisita. Hacienda Luisita strike іп ` er Marcelino Beltran, Tarlac City the Citizens Armed Forces Geo- 
Cruz's murder came fivemonths November 2004. Councilor Abel Ladera, Aglipayan graphical Unit (Cafgu), which he 
after the slaying of Ricardo Ramos, Polintan cited the role of Cruz priest William Tadena, Bayan Mu- said, were plenty in their area, re- 
president of the Central Azucarera in the campaign of Ulwu to seek na coordinator Rolando Mariano sponded. 2/2 
de Tarlac Labor Union (Сади), іп (һе pullout of soldiers from 10уй- and Bayan Muna Tarlac secretary “It was as if they did not hear “ЖШШЕ 
‘October last year. lages within the Hacienda Luisita. general Florante Collantes. anything, which is impossible, be- . ERNESTO Cruz, Tirso's brother, holds a picture of the 14th victim of 
Polintan said Cruzwaswalking Cruz, he said, also led protests _ Polintan seid Bayan's records cause the shots were so loud, and what leftist leaders said was a continuing campaign of annihilating 
home at 12:30 a.m. when two against the construction of the showed that 49 political activists we were shouting,” Emestosaid. — militant activists in Hacienda Luisita. RAFFY LERMAIPDI PHOTO. 


рак ‘Be not afraid,’ N. Vizcaya 


Lanslide-prone areas: | 


in Caraga ЕСЕ LA у, ; ARTE ) 
region listed "=== "7% à bishop tells visiting Gloria 


ма d$ 
danger areas enlarged C$ By Melvin Gascon another” he told 2,000 well- Бу the ongoing state visit of New 


PDI Northern Luzon Bureau wishers during the Mass. Zealand Prime Minister Helen 
he Ё Clark. 
BUTUAN CITY—THE MINES AND Ён BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA Strength: She said she also had to attend 
А Y M —Be not afraid. Villena said he and the Thursdays opening of the 35th 
Caraga region reported that at 4 UE Bishop Ramon Villena of the Catholic faithful in his diocese International Federation of Asian 
least 156 barangays in the region x; 2 Catholic diocese here gave this lauded the Presidentfortryingto and Western Pacific Contractors 
aré in danger of landslides. Misamis i У ¢ advice to President Macapagal- reach out, “not only to those who Association convention in Pasty 
Romy Dalodado, chief geolo- Oriental > CARAGA REGION Arroyoandegged her to continue support you, but even to those City. 
gist of the MGB-Caraga, said the ж” тт] \ leading the country, amid the po- who criticize you, those who do „_. 
discovery was made following a | о p 22 * А. è | sical turmoil chat her adminis- not have the seme mind as you Tight schedule 
recent geo-hazard mapping and “ү { AGUSAN 73 J, | wationis going through. have.” “It would have been difficult 
survey.that the MGB conducted Ges pa Pd t Up ^A | "Villena, who gave the advice “Ме pray that the political for us to have traveled from Bo- 
in the region's four provinces and del Norte. J, Vd MO | during a "Thanksgiving Mass for turmoil that your government hol to Manila yesterday then to 
three cities, г дава ba šah | his 67th birthday at the Ba- is experiencing will soon re- Nueva Vizcaya today. But 1 had to 
“These areas were found sus- - - aeee yombong Cathedral here, bor. cede under your effective, соте to personally let Bishop Vil- 
ceptible to landslides because Towed the expression from the faithful leadership through the lena feel how dear he is to all of 
they are located in steep slopes town, Agusan del Norte. place a device that would moni- group ‘of the same name that has unified effort of all the line us,” the President said in Ilocano. 
and (have) unstable rock and soil Similar ground cracks were al- tor rock movements in the said been calling for Ms Arroyos agencies of the government After ће Mass, Ms Arroyo held 
formations,” Dalodado told re- so discovered in Mt. Hagimit in areas. ouster. and the people themselves, he а 30-minute private dialogue at 
porters here. Placer town and in Barangay Dalodado also raised concerns "Be not afraid. I know that you added. the Saint Dominic parish hall 
Dalodado said the province of Budlingin in Mainit town, both in over illegal logging and small аге a woman who has a big faith, It was the second birthday cel- here with Villena, Archbishop 
Surigao del Sur has the most land- Surigao del Norte. scale mining operations in re- Continue to trust the Lord be- ebration of a bishop that Ms Ar- Diosdado Talamayan of the dio- 
slide-prone areas with 53 Dalodadosaid the MGB has al- mote areas of the region, saying cause the Lord is the one whowill royo attended іп one week. On сезе of Tuguegarao, and Bishops 
barangays, followed by Agusan ready asked local officials of fÈ these activities increase the make you strong," he said. Thursday, she was also at the Sergio Utleg of the diocese of Ila- 
delSurwith35.SurigaodelNorte areas tagged as dangerous to re- chances of landslides occurring. “Trying to hold back tears, Vil- birthday celebration of Archbish- gan and Prudencio Andaya Jr, 
has 34 landslide-prone villages, locate those living in the land- “Тһе LGU must act to contain lena said he was deeply touched ор Paciano Aniceto in Pampanga, apostolic vicariate of Tabuk. 
‘Agusan del Norte with 30 and Bu- slide-prone areas. man-made activities like defor- Бу the Presidents presence on his her home province. Asked about what they dis- 
tuan City has four barangays. ^ “Honestly, people living near estation due to logging and birthday, despite her “very hectic — In her three-minute speech, Ms cussed during the meeting, Vil- 
He said that ground cracks these areas face potential risks of small-scale mining because these schedule" Arroyo said coming to the lena said they “just relayed the 
were detected in Barangay Tu- landslide especially during peri- enhance the occurrence of land- “It (Ms Arroyo presence) is province for the bishop's birthday ecclesiastical concerns of the re- 
ngao here, and in Barangays Sto. odsofheavyrains,"hewarned. slides," hesaid. Franklin Caligu- giving me thestrengthinall these would have been difficult, owing gion, especially on logging and 
Niño and Poblacion in Jabonga He said the MGB has put in id, PDI Mindanao Bureau frustrations 1 have in one way or to her tight schedule, highlighted mining." 


Antimining priest 
gets death threat 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AN ANTI- planned operation in Vitali would 
mining priest here received а endanger at least six villages. 
death threat on Wednesday, ро — Rosaiito Mendoza, Linktone vice 
lice said yesterday. president for operation, said Link- 

Senior Supt. Henry Lozanes, city tone has a good reputation because 
police chief, said the threat against it isa responsible mining company. 
Monsignor Crisantodela Cruz was 1п the Philippines, Linktone also 
delivered in the form of two bullets operates a mine in Bulacan, he said. 
gift-wrapped in aboxthatalsocon- Mendoza said that in its planned 
tained rwo bars of soap. operation in Vitali, Linktone would 

“We are taking it seriously" use the cut and fillsystem. 

Lozanes said. On Thursday, hundreds of 

But he said the police have yet protesters mostly priests, teach- 
to determine where the threat ers, students and residents of Vi- 
might have come from. tali District walked out of the 

Беја Cruz said he found the “gift” Sangguniang Panlungsod session 
at the akar of the St. Joseph Church hall after councilors rejected calls 
after he said Masson Wednesday to ban Linktone from operating. 

Тһе priest said he suspects that “It’s hopeless, our plea landed 
the threat has something to do оп deaf ears,” Gamar Jubail, vice 
with his antimining advocacy but chair of the Zamboanga City Fish- 
did not elaborate. eries and Agriculture Inc. said. 

"No amount of death threats Jubail said they do not want 
(could) silence me, Iwill continue  Linktone because the company's 
with this crusade. I know that the activities would eventually pol- 
peoplearebehind me,” hesaid. lute their source of livelihood. 

De la Cruz has been in the fore- “It won't benefit the people. We 
front of the protest against the are thinking about the welfare of 
entry of Chinese firm Linktone In- ош people, not the income, We are 
ternational Mining Corp. in Vitali after the peoples’ survival. We аге 
OLD FAITHFUL шиуиммеогного | District. dependent on fishing and agricul- 
Two boys drink from water coming out of a pipe network that brings water from a spring known to residents as “Old Faithful" in The mining company plans to сите and mining would destroy our 
Barangay Aplaya in Bauan, Batangas. extract iron ore from the зай! area, source of livelihood,” he said. Julie 
De la -Cruz said Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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IN QUIRER VISAYAS — mmm 
East Visayas reels from tragedies 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Tacloban City 
: 


S OME OF THE COUNTRY'S WORST TRAGEDIES 


befell Eastern Visayas that it is becoming known 
as a disaster prone region. 


‘The list includes the Doña Paz He said “continuous and exces- 
and Dofia Marilyn sea accidents, sive rainfall fully saturated the 
Ormoc City’s flash flood, and the loose soil condition in the area." 
recent Guinsaugon mudslide in Май covered an area of about 
Southern Leyte. 100 hectares. 
OnFeb.17,RicoDando-an48, Four days before the landslide, 
was gathering bamboo in the seven construction workers меге 
jnountain of St. Bernard for use buried alive when a mudslide hit 
in their house when the land be- their bunkhouse in Barangay 
gan to fall. He ran as fast as he Kahupian of Sogod town in South- 
Тоша downhill and stopped only emn Leyte. The victims had just in- 
when he saw mud all over. spected a landslide in nearby Sitio 
Не lost his wife Laurencia, 45, Agas-agas that blocked the road. 
lind five children—Ido, 18; Eralin, Тһе continuous rains that had 
13; Eramy, 11; Henry, 10; and Her- been going on for several days in 
bért, 6, who were а athomethen. Southern Leyte and other parts of 
"The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) (Пе region had warned people of 
Жопа office in Eastern Visayas the possibility of flash floods and 
placed the death toll in the landslide landslides. In fact, some families 
at 154 confirmed dead and 978 stil living in low-lying areas evacuat- 
rising but presumed dead. ed to higher grounds when water 
© Among those missing were 58 rose and landslides occurred. 
who were not residents of Guin- Among these places were villages 
sauigon but were at the village for іп San Ricardo and San Francisco қ 
Шымк. Ды ДЫ ларда m ве D nM  ARESCUE worker ponders what's ahead as efforts to find survivors were becoming dimmer and were eventually droppedinGuimsaugon. "отоо 
Women's Health program there. | San Ricardo, San Francisco and 
ome Mince and Geosciences Bu- the mainland town of Liloan were sion. When continuous rainfall oc- fall was noted in the area. “This caused the water torise,and overloaded ship collided with an oil 
feat (МОВ) of the Department of the sites of landslides that killed curs, water seeps into the fractures The disaster was attrbuted (0 when the dam gave way water tanker off the island of Mindoro. 
Environment and Natural Re- 150 people on Dec. 19, 2003. Cr eee той and promote ilegal logging, but Ormoc res rushed and also carried away hous- Тһе following year, another 
Sources (DENR) immediately clari- At that time, the MGB had al- thedeterbratonoftherodemass" dents said that their mom аар both sides of the riverbanks sea mishap occurred, killing 
о erl а мав токе ready warned that St Bernard Whenever there is excessive have ong been bald. They instead and nearthemouth ofthe rive. around 250 people, most of them 
culprit behind the landslide, saying алд the towns on the Panaon Is- rainfall, the MGB added, "the rock pointed to watt that oc- Тһе biggest sea mishap to oc- also from Leyte and Samar. The 
WP geologicphenomenon" ^ land, among other towns in and soil materials in the area Бе. curred on that fateful day, Which cur in the region was the MV ship, the MV Marilyn, braved big 
Vasto Mashyao, DENR ге. Southern Leyte, were lying in came saturated with water that poured water in the upper per. опо Pe tragedy in December waves spawned by a typhoon and 
[ional director for research, said “geohazard areas ene e generated the slide” On Nov 5, ons fthecity asthe culprit. The 1987, which claimed the lives of sank near the Camotes Sea 
onal director for аге found in Leyte and Samar also lie in this 1991, a flash flood hit ОппосСку water, however, did not directly some 3,00 people, most of them Some of the tragedies are obvi- 
fiat the soil in Barangay Guin- geologically risky area. killing some 3,000 to 5,000 peo- flow into the nearby sea becausea from Leyte and Samar. ously man-made, like the Doña Paz. 
augon and its neighboring sitios The MGB said rocks inthe Leyte- ple, most of them living in houses dam like severe Of floating ma- Most ofthe victims were hunying But while the others were just na- 
2 ts neighboring sion Surigao area "are badly broken or erected onasandbarinthemiddle terials blocked the waterway, par. to Manila where iy wart 0 spend tures expression of wrath, the 
was porous and emoes дез" fragmented. The fagmented rods ofa big river: There was typhoon ticularly beneath a bridge at the Ше Општа holiday, But before lessons leaned in previous wagedies 
pee Themeasy toerode. ' are prone to weathering and ero- at that ime and an unusual rain- downtown area ofthe city. reaching the port of Manila, the have apparently been unlearned. 
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Across the NATION 
Benguet execs denounce reports on dog meat trade 


By Delmar C. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18,2006 


dinance that allowed the sale оҒ day. City and Benguet and boycott Molintas, DOT regional director, 
dog meat. The Benguet provincial board Philippine-made products as long said. 

Z me Borromeo Melchor said - passed this week a resolution аз the eating of dog meat contin- Моге than 300 letters from 
the province had wrongly earned condemning a particular website ues. abroad had been received by 
the ire of animal welfare groups for spreading the information x the province lately asking Mel- 
Жой дилде because ofthis wrong that the province had sought ех. Investigate chor to stop the trade of dog 
information. emptions from the ban on dog Тһе Department of Tourism іл meat. 
meat sale provided by the Animal the Cordillera said it would im- ‘The board said the misinfor- 
Welfare- Law (Republic Ас mediately investigate once it re- mation could have been caused 

ceived a copy of the provincial 


8485). by a resolution it passed in 
board resolution that assailed the. 


LATRINIDAD, BENGUET—OFFI- 
cials here denounced what they 
called as continuing misinforma- 
tion being circulated in the Inter- 
net that the provincial govern- 
ment had legalized or intended to 
legalize the commercial sale of 
dog meat 

‘They said legal actions must be 
taken against those groups who 
had peddled the idea that the 
province had disregarded the ani- 
mal welfare law by passing an or- 


Dog meat trade 

“But that is not true. We 
butcher dogs as part of our cul- 
ture but we never use our cus- 
toms to justify the passage of 
any law that would make the 
dog meat trade lawful" Mel- 
chor told the Inquirer on Fri- 


The board was irked by the November last year that remind- 
website's call for a boycott of the ed law enforcement agencies 
province and its products not to raid restaurants offering 

Board Member Aloysius Kato will ask (Tourism) Secretary dog meat without coordinating 
said the website had also urged Joseph Ace Durano to make the with the Department of Agricul- 
travelers to avoid visiting Baguio proper. advisory,” Purificacion ture. 


Village demands P10.5B 
from bases authority 


AGRIVOLUTION 


‘Alaminos City Mayor Hernani Braganza shows some agricultural products during the AGRIVOLUTION, a 
comprehensive agricultural program aimed at increasing the income of farmers and fishermen. 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—A BA- 
rangay captain in Tarlac has demanded a whop- 
ping P10.5 billion from the state-owned Bases 
Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) to 
tum his village and adjacent areas intoa “model 
community.” 

‘The amount that Kennedy Molina, chair of 
Barangay Cristo Rey in Capas town, is asking from 
the ВСА is the first and biggest claim since the 
govemment in 1992 began selling or redevelop- 
ing military lands for industrial and other uses. 

Molina said his village ought to get a share 
from the proceeds of the sale of Fort Bonifacio 
and other base lands sold by the BCDA. 

Molina said the stake of the village, former- 
Зу named Camp O' Donnell, came from its be- 
ing “ап honest-to-goodness [United States] 
facility and not just an extension of Clark." 

Не said since Clark, Subic and other govem- 
‘ment agencies were getting funds from the BCDA, 
his village should also be getting its share from the 
sales proceeds. The village council is filing the 
caim by end of March, he said. 

Ina statement to the INQUIRER, Molina said 


ROUNDUP 


From shabu to marijuana 


LEGAZPI CITY Due to the scarey in 
the supply of shabu, users of legal 

drugs have shifted to marijuana, acoord- 
ing to police. Senior Supt. Darius Tua- 
tson, Philippine Drug Enforcement Agen- 
cy Bicol director, said users shifted to 
тайга because twas cheaper. Tua- -À 
‘Son said at least 737 legal drug cases 7 

ve been fled and are being monitored 2 

"by his agency in the diferent courts in 

the region as of December 2006. Of 

these, he courts have meted out 28 convictions while 27 cases were dismissed and 
another 27 cases were dropped. Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Біле 


Cotabato mayor dies 

COTABATO CITY Pikt North Cotabato Mayor Motin Malingco died of car- 
diac arrest on Thursday а day afier he turned 54, according to his wife, 
provincial Board Member Farida Malingo. Mrs. Malingco said her husband 
Was earlier admitted at the Davao Doctor's Hospital in Davao City due to 
throat cancer. The ate mayor was а former Army captain. who later became 
businessman deofirey Майет, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


2 die in road crashes 

COTABATO CITY—At least two persons were led in separate vehicular accidents in 
North Cotabato on Wednesday, police said. Police identified the fatalities as Juddy 
поп of Tulunan and livestock dealer Eduardo Gimenez of Kabacan town. Yfion died 
when he was hit by a speeding motorcycle while crossing the national highway in 
Barangay Buayan in Mang town. Gimenez died ater the truck he was driving tumed 
turtie along the Carmen-Kabacan highway. Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Off-road challenge 

BACOLOR, Pampanga—Mt. Pinatubo's landscape of lahar (mudflows) here will be. 
the playground for what is touted as Азау unique of-oad challenge on March 18- 
49, organizers said. The Third Pampanga Off-Roaders Challenge Б “exceptionally 
ferent because instead of having а single racer итде the course one at tire, 
this game sees a set of three teams overcoming the obstacles alat the same time, 
Мат Castro of the Pampanga Off-Roaders Club Inc. (Porci) said. At least 30 teams 
have signed up for the event that has been adopted by the National Association of 
Filipino Off-Roaders (Nastor). Tonette Orejas, PD! Central Luzon Desk 


Maguindanao split planned 


COTABATO CITY—Maguindanao Gov. 
Andal Ampatuan has endorsed a res- 
olution by the provincial board that 
‘seeks to split the province into three. 
Ampatuan said there was a need to 
‘ast track development in the areas 
that compose the existing province. 
"This is the clamor of our people dur- 
ing the last elections," he said. Under 
the proposal, Maguindanao will be di- 
vided into the provinces of Maguin- 


danao, Iranon and Raja Buayan. Edwin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Cebu troops consulted 

CEBU CITY—The leadership of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has 
reached Cebu in its nationwide consultation among junior ofcers and enlisted per- 
Sonne! alter a recent coup attempt against the Arroyo administration. Brig. Gen. 
‘Jame Buenatior, AFF Civi Relations Service (CRS) commanding gener said the 
соттоп complaints of solders in the Visayas were low salary, lowences and 
Poor equipment and uniform. The Cebu consutation was held at the AFP Cental 
Command headquarters and was attended by 500 junior officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel from all over tne Visayas. "These are common but minor grievances of our 
Solder bu the AFP leadership had already acted on i," Buenaflor sald 


Cha-cha info drive amid protests 


NAGA CITY—Local chief executives in 
Camarines Sur are ready to launch an in- 
formation drive on planned amendments 
to the Constitution amid continuing 
protests against the campaign, a mayor 
here yesterday said. Baao town mayor 
Mel Gate, president of the League of 
‘Municipalities ofthe Philippines (LMP) 
Camarines Sur chapter, sa the inorma- 
tion drive had been agreed upon during 
the national directorate meeting. 


А 1 


“several millions of pesos have practically 
been lost or denied our barangay.” 

He said this happened because “sonje na- 
tional, provincial and municipal officials may 
have merely overlooked the existence of Re- 
public Act 7227 (base conversion law)." 

That law, he said, cited the O' Donnell 
transmitter station and the Capas relay sta- 
tions as among the camps and military reser- 
vations planned for conversion. 

According to him, there was no doubt that 
Camp O' Donnell was a "real base.” 

The Japanese Imperial Army he said, 
seized the camp in 1942 and turned it into a 
concentration camp for thousands of Filipino 
and American soldiers who were forced to 
join the Death March from Bataan, 

In 1991, he said, the government used por- 
tions of the camp to build a resettlement site 
for those displaced by Mt. Pinatubo's 1991 
eruptions. 

Molina said the amount, which he described 
as a “fair share” from the BCDA, would be 
spent for the development of Barangays Cristo 
Rey, Manlapig, Lawy, Sta. Lucia, Patling and 
Sta. Juliana. These are located east of the vol- 
cano and some 120 km northwest of Manila. 


Solon 
slams 
Church 
‘lies’ 

By Hazel P. Villa. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


(CEBU CITY REP ED- 
cel Lagman, principal 
author of House Bill 
3773 or the proposed 
Responsible Parent- 
hood and Population 
Management Act, said 
he is not backing off 
from pushing for the 
passage of the bill in 
the House and said 
the Roman Catholic 
Church is peddling 
"barefaced lies.” 

"Т am not one to 
back off from a chal- 
lenge and it is precise- 
ју because this cru- 
sade has been such an 
uphill battle that 1 am 
even more eager and 
enthusiastic to count- 
er thé deliberate mis- 
information and bare- 
faced lies that critics 
of the bill, led by the 
hierarchy of the Ca- 
tholic Church and 
supported by lay orga- 
nizations like Couples 
for Christ, are dissem- 
inating and passing 
offas Bible truth,” said 
Lagman on Thursday 
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evening. 
lagman was one 


ARCTURE 


| roweren ву THE MOVEMENT or YOUR BODY- 


of the speakers at the 
2nd National Confer- 
ence on Population, 
Health and Environ- 
ment on March 16- 
17, 2006 at the Wa- 
-terfront Hotel here. 

In a press confer- 
ence after his speech, 
lagman зай the 
Catholic | Church 
"should be honest 
with their advocacy" 
and that “the baseless 
criticism is very obvi- 
ous and unwanted." 

‘Taking another dig 
at the Church, Lag- 
man said a budget of 
50 million for family 
planning was given to 
the Couples for Christ 
and that it should 
make an accounting 
of the amount. 

“How did they 
spend it?" asked the 
lawmaker. 

Lagman said there is 
no prejudice from poli- 
cymakers as to what 
form of family plan- 
ning should be used, 
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Truck driver did 
it, says eyewitness 


ByDJ Yap ‘The accident killed Razon, 29, _ Майпо told police that he 
son of former singer and Man- even chased the truck. When he 
A TAXI DRIVER WHO WIT daluyong City councilor Darius caught up with Siazon and con- 
messed the car crash that killed Razon, and injured his friend fronted him about the accident, 
Denver Razon surfaced yesterday Marian Bustillos, 23, who was Siazon allegedly told him, “Wala 
to point to the truck driver as the driving the car. akong pakialam. Wala akong 
опе responsible, а day after the ` Matinog told Insp. Alejandrito kasalanan (1 don't care. I wasn't 
latter denied causing the fatalac- Tablazon, follow-up section chief at fault).” 
cident. of the Quezon City central traffic Tablazon said Matinogs affi- 
Garlando Matinog, 47, pointed sector that he had seen the truck - davit was attached to the charges 
an accusing finger at Eunize Sia- (plate | number о PLY753) against Siazon, who was subject- 
топ, 29, the driver of the 10- sideswipe Bustillos’ car. ed to inquest proceedings yester- 
Wheeler’ truck that allegedly | Тһе witness also confirmed an day. The truck driver was charged 
MALL HOLIDAY Sdeswiped a Honda City and sent earlierstatement by Bustllosthat with reckless imprudence result- 
‘Customs police walk through 168 Май which looks like a ghost town, а day after the Bureau of it slamming inro an electric post the impact sent the car slamming ing in damage to property with 
‘Customs raided the establishment following reports that stall owners have not been paying the on G. Araneta Avenue early into an electric post, Tablazon homicide and serious physical in- 
correct taxes and duties on their merchandise. amzor | Wednesday morning. said. juries, police said. 


| 
Girl dies after eating pencil shavings TMG operatives — 
жоқары атаана COLL кошор 


Фе floor after recess when some. home after school in the after- At around 4 a.m. the following 
EVERY AFTERNOON, NINE- one in the саз threw pencil noon, she would play teacher day, she had difficulty in breathy By Lui 5 
Prod Delmar Redota’s play- shavings into the ай, Dr Reme- with the other kidsin the neigh ing Her parents Sedes Мелике =o keel аа) 
year-old Delmar Redos Вау. dios Antonio, the school рипа. borhood. But that day, she did Riza Medical Centerin PasigCiy POLICE INVESTIGATORS LOOK- “Тһе EPD's “findings, pum 
fTaguig City to attend her “class- pal, said. not go out of the house,” Diana where she was declared dead on 
өз? Believing that it was Redota said. arrival. 
еі n Wednesday, they came to and another student behind the She added that her daughter Diana complained to the 
FO per Anal ен (о their prank, Elbambuena reportedly never told her about the incident school principal the next day But 
pay te ба erred to be. ordered them toeatthe shavings. “She was a very quiet child. She Elambuena, who was just sub- 
come a teacher someday. “Нег classmate just faked eat- маз a good girl.. she wanted to stituted for another teacher when 
mea еда a papil atthe ing the shavings. But my daugh- be a teacher someday" she the incident occurred, was absent 
Silangan” Elementary School ter really swallowed them,” the added. and was believed to have gone in- 
Mn fhrBarangay Upper Bicutan girl's mother, Diana, tearfullytold Two days after the incident, to hiding. RI ewe неден. Cie 
had died before dawn, exactly а the INquasn yesterday. pelo de down with a fever Diana, however, was hesitant what exactly went wrong during The presentation did not add 
had died before ант, exacly Миша Diar came home On Tuesday, her parents discov- to press charges against the thepoliceoperationon March 8. пем fads to what Was pia 
week after а teacher allegedly om school later that day, she ered that she had developed teacher Al that they want, she Тһе EPD also did not recom- disclosed by Be ТМО о. pian 
shavings in class. from school Ши Бат operite, “acute tonsillitis and pneumonia, said, маза decent burial for their” mend any action against the po- media in the days afer policemen 
‘The teacher, identified as Bren- she recalled. allegedly because of the pencil daughter ела апу Pieve Seven off peppered with bullets the Toyota 
ters were earlier sacked by for- Vios of Randolph Clarito, а busi- 
mer Traffic Management Group ness executive who happened to 
[ : head Chief Supt Augusto be passing by the area, 
mu рс Арсаи Angcanan, whohad expressed his А that time, the police were 


disgust at what he described as looking for another ear, а Toyota Al- 
the “stupidity” of their action. tis, whose occupants had earlier en- 
5. gaged another set of TMG officers 
Procedures violated ina firefight in Cubao, Quezon City. 
"Based on our investigation, Тһе police later apologized to 
there have been some lapses. But Clarito and admitted the error 
in particular, the DIDM (Direc- saying it was a case of mistaken 
torate for Investigation and De- identity. 


ing into the wounding of a busi- submitted to the DIDM and the 
ness executive in Pasig City two Ombudsman, according to Ale- 
weeks ago have found “lapses” од jandrino. 
the part of the traffic manage- Тһе police also showed а Pow- 
ment officers who figured in the егРоіпг presentation of what took 
shooting incident. place around midnight last 
But the Eastern Police District March 8 on Lanuza Street corner 
did not cite specific lapses and of- E. Rodriguez Avenue in Pasig 


tective Management) willhaveto Alejandrino said since the Om- 
be the one to determine whether budsman is taking over the case, 
Console Table there is probable cause (to charge the EPD would no longer be filing 
ji а them ог not)" said EPD director aseparatecase. 
End Table 2 1 Chief Supt. Charlemagne Alejan- — Clarito, he added, also “has not 
drino. indicated... (he) will be filing a 
“(There was) violation of op- criminal case.” 
erational procedures, and During the press conference, 
there are many. But all of them Alejandrino quoted the TMG offi- 
are rules of procedures,” he cers as defending themselves by 
said. saying they were “flagging down 
He did not elaborate what all vehicles coming to C-5." 


The military 
Chest of 12 Drawers ; is a spoiled brat 


Cherry Blossom Scre 
any нео эы SEN. JINGGOY ESTRADA HAS came a spoiled brat. 

accused Efraim Genuino, chairof Тһе Constitutional Commis- 
the Philippine Amusement and sion of President Cory Aquino 


= 
=. Gaming Corp. Pagcor), ofgrant- spoiled the military further by 
inga license toa Chinese-Filipino saying that the Armed Forces is 
starts а І. businessman to operate a casino Ње “protector of the people." 
at Fort Ilocandia. ‘Now, that’s a very broad 


Estrada said Genuino favored term. It can even be interpret- 
Jack Lam, to the detriment.of ed to mean that if the civilian 
other applicants for a leadership is cor- 


) to 
"*"BO* Orientalia: кашып пс 
off теит {1 < items оош mer ОМ TARGET те mitay can 
President Estrada by Ё take over the gov- 
: : RENE Sen. Loi Ejercito just. Lue ‘ernment. 
== shoots his mouth off ssr 
without thinking. He TVE BEEN on Cloud 
should know that 9 for the past few 
Lam was given theli- daysafter | received a 
cense during his fa- report that two abu- 
thers time. sive cops that my 
Fort locandia, a Ramon Tulfo public service pro- 
five-star tourist hotel gram, "Isumbong mo 
in Laoag City, was kay Tulfo," helped 
fist sold to William Gatchalian, prosecute have been dismissed 
an Erap стопу. But the hotel went from the service. 
bankrupt and was sold to Lam. The case against um. Marco. 
Е ‘Apparently, according to ту Polo A. Estrera an 1 Tirso М. 
CoffeeTable cR prins ‘didnt now Rabina of the Police Assistance 
& Stool Set 2-Door TV Cabinet bout the relationship between Center at the Cloverleaf, Bal- 
4 Lam and his father. inawak, Quezon City, was heard 
‘The young senatoris makinga Бу the Ombudsman. 
fool ofhimselfby attacking hisfa- Two years ago, Estrera and 
ther’s friends on the Senate floor. Rabina maltreated a waiter, Em- 
His is what, may be called se- manuel Ringor, who sought their 
lective amnesia. help after he became a victim. of 
wee snatching in their area of respon-, 
DONT be intoxicated with sibility. 
power, Sen. Rodolfo Biazon ad- _ Instead of helping the victim, 
1 vises the military. the two cops beat up Ringor and 
Day Bed Susmaryosep, they've been jailed him for no apparent rea- 
intoxicated with power for a son. 
Er ymo т: Е TURE: long time now, as if the good 1з the two cops were pro- 
е: senator didn't know! tecting criminals in their area. 
a Gui т President Marcos gave the Sayang, this guy Estrera. He is 
% арк ема t; ilitary unlimited power dur- a graduate of the Philippine Na- 
i 


G*A:ISS-A-N-O 
ing martial law. Ifthe military onal Police Academy (PNPA), 
dioec @imernosanx HSBC is acting the way it does, i's the police counterpart of the 
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RIOT policemen clash with students March 16 in front of the Sorbonne University in Paris. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


TheNV ORLD ...... 


PARIS—DEMONSTRATORS OVERTURNED 
cars and threw petrol bombs at police who re- 
pelled them with tear gas and water cannon 
as a show of force by hundreds of thousands 
of French students against the government 
over job reforms turned increasingly violent 
on Thursday. 

Calm returned early Friday after demon- 
strators clashed with police on Paris’ Place de 
la Sorbonne square in the Latin quarter fol- 
Towing a protest march. 

Protesters also vandalized cafés amid scenes 
that left the area veiled in tear gas fumes and a 
bookshop in flames on the square, located near 
departments of the Sorbonne University 

Police said 46 officers were injured, includ- 
ing 11 hospitalized, in clashes in the capital 
and incidents elsewhere in French towns in- 
cluding Rennes and Toulouse left several oth- 
er officers hurt. 

Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy laid blame for 
the riots on militants ranging from the extreme 
left to the extreme right, and including "hooli- 
gans” and “юш” from suburbs of Paris that had 
seen angry demonstrations earlier this year. 

“There were a few hundred delinquents who 
came to fight,” he told journalists after meeting 
police and firemen in central Paris. “Among them 
there were extreme left, extreme right, hooligans, 
and louts from a number of neighborhoods." 

‘The minister reported some 300 arrests 
across the country, including 180 in Paris. 


No safe water for 1B poor; private money retreats 


MEXICO СПУ—ТЕМ YEARS AGO, 
many poor countries hoped private 
cash would bring safe water to the 1 bil- 
lion people in the world who lack it, but 
now corporate interest is drying up. 

‘After pumping about $25 billion into 
water supply and sanitation in develop- 
ing countries in the 1990s, many com- 
panies have retreated or reduced their 
presence in places ranging from Bolivia. 
to Indonesia. 

Delegates at the World Water Forum 
that started in Mexico City on Thursday 
said new investments and ideas are 
needed to meet a UN goal of halving by 
2015 the number of people without 
safe drinking water. 

Relying on private business to reach that 
target, one of the UN Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals, or MDGs, is increasingly diffi- 
cult, said Daniel Zimmer, a senior member 
of the body organizing the meeting. 


Only the best is 
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“The hope that we had in the 19905 
that the private money would really 
substantially help the achievements of 
the MDGs has obviously been seen now 
as something unrealistic because of the 
‘opposition to private participation,” he 
said. 

“We have to invent new partnerships, 
he said. “Only if we are able to have 
strong public services, only then can we 
have strong partnerships with the pri- 
vate sector.” 

Police outnumbered protesters gath- 
ering at the capital's Independence An- 
gel monument for a march against the 
water meeting. 

“We think the forum is being hijacked 
by the private sector and we're here to 
‘counteract that,” said Steve Bloomfield, 
a British trade union representative. 

‘Many of the protesters were colorful- 
iy dressed indigenous Mexicans 


ch students riot as job protests heat up 


‘The protests were organized in anger at the 
proposed First Employment Contract (CPE), a 
contested youth jobs measure. 

Unions, student groups and the political 
left say the CPE, which can be broken off 
without explanation in the first two years, isa 
license to hire and fire at will, and are de- 
manding its withdrawal. 

Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin, who 
championed the scheme as a key tool in fighting 
youth unemployment, faces the most serious 
test of his premiership as the wave of protests 
paralyzes dozens of French universities. 

The CPE is aimed at encouraging compa- 
nies to recruit young people. 

The interior ministry said 257,000 people 
took to the streets in up to 80 towns and cities 
across France, while some organizers set the 
figure as high as halfa million. 

‘Sarkozy blamed militants for the violence, 
and paid tribute to the police for enabling the 
“real demonstrators” to pursue their task “in 
calm and without violence.” 

‘They were confronted with “hundreds of 
louts, delinquents, extremely violent,” the min- 
ister said. Among them were far-leftiss, "anar- 
chists who really came to fight the police and 
gendarmes. There were also extreme rightist.” 

Student leaders said that 120,000 people 
joined the march through Paris’ Left Bank uni- 
versity quarter, although police said there 
were 30,000. AFP 


demonstrating about local water issues, 
not anti-globalization protesters. 

Several thousand riot police took 
over a lane of the busy Periferico ring 
road. Other main toads were closed. 

Water forum critics say it is geared 
toward rich nations and large corpora- 
tions, excludes developing countries 
and may be promoting privatization. 

The World Water Forum's ruling 
body is made up of members from gov- 
ernments, international organizations 
like the World Bank, scientists and busi- 
ness people. 

Public opposition is growing to water 
services being used as a profit-making 
activity, said Maude Barlow, а Canadian 
activist who has written a book criticiz- 
ing water privatization. 

"The kind of resistance they have run. 
into really has given the big companies 
pause to think," she said. 


Barlow said French company Suez 
failed to live up to expectations in pro- 
viding fresh water and sewage systems 
to hundreds of thousands of people in 
Bolivia. 

Protests in the town of El Alto against 
water charges in 2003 forced the gov- 
ernment to scrap a contract with Suez. 

The French company says privatiza- 
tions it has carried out in Latin America 
have helped rescue crumbling water 
systems previously run poorly by public. 
companies. 

Loic Fauchon, president of the World 
Water Council, said aid agencies and 
business did not spend enough on wa- 
ter projects. 

“Today only 5 percent of public aid is 
allocated to water. That is charity. To- 
day only 5 percent of investments are 
dedicated to water. This is a major eco- 
nomicerror,"he said. Reuters 


AMOROCCAN boy drinks from a public 
fountain ina slum area. 


St. Luke's Heart Institute. 


The superior diagnostic efficiency and clinical success role of Sl. Luke's Heart (пайла is 
comparable with the best medical centers in the word. 


It hos the most complete infrastructure in the country lo menage the worlds 
equipment in the diognosis of heart problems. lis wide array of siote-of 

‘ond most of them are available only о! St. Luke's. These ore 
Southeost Asio and the only one in the county, 


equipment is simply unmatched, 
the following: • The firs! PET Scanner in 5 


most advonced 
е-оп medicol 


Nicanor A. Laudato, . 

Property Manager, 

Loving Husbond and Father of B children- 
St. Luke's Heart Institute Patron 
from Guam 


complemented by the only Cycleiron in the Philippines today е The countrys firs! operational 
Фарса CT Scanner • The county's first ond only ЗЛечо MRI (for more advanced thon 
Conventional MRI) • The country’s first and only Cordiac Cothlab Sysiém with а flat-panel 
detector e The country's frst and only combined Gammo Camera/CT. 


St. Luke's Ной institute is ably directed by top cardiologists, inlerventionalists ond surgeons 
who are supported by о highly trained poromodicol stall. No wonder, ће Insitule has а 99% 


Medical Center 
One of the world's best 


Success role on PCI (perculoneous cordioc intervention) ond 98.9% survival rate, which 
compares favorably wilh the US National Medicare Experience of 97.9% survivl role. жылык зүн гаршы» oti Sr ti Me 
BoE UA Малы Medicare Lopenence data, Lats! Mri ond Mortalay Sionsnes оп 


Si. Luke's Hear Insitute saves more lives ond maintains the quality of life of more patients. олу рез Sergey ond Angas, 


St. Luke's Heart Institute is better staffed and betier equipped than any other heart inslilulion or center In. the Philippines, old or new. www.stluke.com.ph 


Fax : 7231199 E-mail : info@stluke.com.ph 


279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Blvd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines Tel: 7230101/7230301 
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Bird flu outbreaks confirmed in 5 nations; I 


MUMBAI—BIRD FLU WAS CONFIRMED 
ід) ог Asian nations and Denmark on 
‘Thursday and may have killed turkeys in 
Israel, and scientists outlined the genetic 
changes needed to turn the virus into a 
human pandemic. 

Afghanistan, India and Burma 
(Myanmar) said tests had confirmed 
НУЛІ caused recent outbreaks in birds, 
while Malaysia reported new cases in a 
wild bird and dead chickens. 

Denmark, the latest European country 
affected, said tests showed a wild buzzard 
found south of Copenhagen had HSN1. 


nec 


SONY 


RECHARGE AND READY TO RAGE IN 


PHOTO 15 ВУ SEYMOUR—WHO'S THAT GIRL? 
This David Seymour photo shows actress Sophia Loren, at age 
1953, and is part of an exhibit of Seymour's photos 
at the gallery in Washington. Seymour died in a mini-war that 
pitted Britain and France against Egypt 50 years ago. 


But Blair 
considering 
inations are 


» 


Israel suspects bird flu killed turkeys on 
two farms, although there were no test re- 
sults yet, Agricultural Minister Zeev Boim 
said, Israel has so far been spared the virus. 

In India, veterinary workers began 
throttling more than 70,000 birds to try 
to control the latest outbreak there. Hun- 
dreds of people were also tested for fever. 

“There is no time for niceties. The 
birds have to be killed as fast as possi- 
ble,” said Bijay Kumar, animal hus- 
bandry commissioner of the state of 
Maharashtra, where bird flu resurfaced 
this week in backyard poultry. 


“ am completely satisfied there 
has been no breach of any of the 
rules in relation to Labour Party 
nominations," he told reporters. 


Lords, Britain's unelected upper 
chamber of parliament, as he was 
| forced to fend off countless ques- 


ence. 


id reveal that he is 
changes to how nom- 
made to the House of. 


Bird flu has spread with alarming 
speed in recent weeks across Europe, 
Africa and parts of Asia, leaving impov- 
erished nations such as Afghanistan 
and Burma appealing for protective 
clothing and other basic equipment. 

Bird flu is hard to catch, but people 
can contract it after coming into contact 
with infected birds. 

US scientists reported on Thursday that 
they had found two small mutations that 
the virus would need to make to evolve into 
a human pandemic form, and said field tests 
could be used to monitor for the changes. 


tions at his monthly news confer- 


Blair said he wanted to “take the 
politics out" of the honors system 
by renouncing the prime ministers 
right to nominate individuals, ac- 
knowledging that the whole area 
of party funding was a “sensitive 
and controversial” issue. 

Any change, however, would 


seat in the Lords. 


srael at risk 


The more bird flu spreads, the greater 
the fear the virus will evolve into a form that 
could easily pass between people, triggering 
a pandemic in which millions could die. 

‘Three young women who died in re- 
cent weeks in Azerbaijan, on the cross- 
roads between Europe and Asia, tested 
positive for HSN1 infection. If the 
World Health Organization confirms 
that, their deaths would take the hu- 
man toll to more than 100. 

In Serbia, a teenager from a bird flu- 
stricken area was put in isolation after 
developing a high fever. Reuters 
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need to be applied for all parties, 
he added, saying he favored loans 
to be treated in the same way as 
donations to parties, and declared 
to the Electoral Commission. 
Blair’s latest test comes after 
allegations that three business- 
men, who lent a reported 3.5 mil- 
lion pounds (6.1 million dollars, 
5.1 million euros) to Labour last 
year, were later nominated for a 


The row escalated Wednesday 
night after Labour Party treasurer 
Jack Dromey announced an in- 
quiry into the matter, saying he 
had not been informed about the 
loans, which came in the run-up 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2006 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Blair in ‘cash-for-peerage’ 
scandal, denies impropriety 


LONDON—BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY 
Blair on Thursday strongly denied that loans from 
wealthy supporters to his governing Labour Party 
were improper, despite the donors later being 
nominated for a peerage. | 


to last May's general election. 

Labour said it had “fully com- 
plied” with rules on fund-raising 
"while Blair told reporters he had 
по doubt the three donors were 
motivated out of a sense of public y 
service. 

^f someone supports thé 
Labour Party, that’s not a reason 
to put them in the House of Lords 
but it’s not a reason not to put 
them in the House of Lords," he. 
said, denying widespread claims 
of “cash-for-peerages.” 

Blair acknowledged (һас 
changes to the system needed to 
be made because of public con- 
cern over transparency. AFP 


ASOUTH American Andean Condor in 
Moscow Zoo. 


WORLDBRIEFS, | 


Deeper in debt 
WASHINGTON-—Congress gave its go-ahead 
Thursday olet the government borrow an addition- 
415781 bilion, and the House and Senate promptly 
Voted for major spending initiatives fr the war in 
Trag, hurricane relief and education. The Senate, on 
52-48 vote, sent President George W. Busha 
‘measure raising the ceiling on the national debt to 
nearly $9 trillion and preventing a first-ever default 
on Treasury notes. The move allows lawmakers and 
the president to pay for the war in Iraq without rais- 
ing taxes or cutting popular domestic programs. AP 


Iran willing to talk with US 
TEHRAN, Iran—At loggerheads with the United 
States over ts nuclear program, Tehran said Thurs- 
day it was ready to negotiate with the "Great Satan" 
to help stabilize neighboring Iraq. The White House 
responded by saying any talks wouid not take up the 
nuclear crisis or other disputes and that negotiators 
Would have a "very narrow mandate." "We agree to 
negotiate with the Americans" the head of rans 
‘Supreme National Security Council Ali Larijani told 
reporters after a closed-door speech to parliament 
"iran accepts the demand of (Iraqi Shite leader Abdel 
за) Hakim to resolve the Iragi problems and issues 
with the goal of creating an independent (гад) gov- 
erment,” said Laren, also Iran's nuclear chief. AFP 


Rather the TV than sex 
TORONTO —When it comes to sexand 

romance, aging Canadian baby 

boomers spend a lot more time 

watching television or surfing the 

net, according toa 

new study. The sur- 

vey by pollsters Ip- 

505 Reid, commis- Ш 

sioned by Pfizer 

пе, the maker 

of Viagra, found 

that Canadians. 

between the ages of 

40 and 64 spend an average of 15 minutes a day оп 
sex and romance, but can spend as much as five, 
hours a day watching TV ог surfing the пете: "Lat- 
er in lfe, you have a different perspective of what sex 
is all about," John Wright, an Ipsos Reid spokesper- 
‘son, said on Thursday. Of 2,500 people surveyed, 
more than Һа sad thay were often too tired to have 
Sex, while 42 percent said they were too stressed out 
‘and 40 percent said they did not have time. Around 
һа! ofthe respondents seid when hey do have sex 
is intimate and tender. Do 


Small tsunami 

AMBON, Indonesia—An earthquake measuring 6.4 
on the Richter scale rocked Indonesia's Maluku is- 
lands this week and triggered a small tsunami that 
ld at east two people and left three missing, an 
official and reports said Friday. "What happened was 
a smali tsunami" Maluku Gov. Karel Albert Ralahalu, 
who visited the tsunami-hit village on Buru island, 
told reporters. He did not elaborate. The Republika 
dally quoted Buru deputy strict chie Bakri 
Lumbessy as saying tnat the quake Tuesday loft hree 
people dead after waves as high as fve meters Swept 
away at least 116 village houses. АР 


Mexico drug war 

MEXICO CITY—Mexico wil begin exraditing drug 
lords wanted in the United States within weeks and 
expects a violent backlash from the powertul са 
tets, President Vicente Fox sald on Wednesday. 

am confident and convinced that very soon, and | 
am talking about weeks, we wil start the first extra- 
ditions ofthese leaders," Fox said. "I am sure that 
will provoke additional violence. ... They will try to 
Tataliate,” he sald. "It could bo Judges, it could be 
government officials, but we will be ready." Reuters 


By June Navarro 
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on a putback off a fastbreak 


miss by Nelbert Omolon to lift 
Sta. Lucia Realty to a 102-100 
squeaker over Air21 in the 
Gran Matador Brandy-PBA 


Philippine Cup last night at : 


the Cuneta Astrodome. 
Omolon picked an 
| етапе pass by Patrick 
Fran meant for Renren 
Ritualo and raced 
down the court only to 
watch his layup bounce 
hard off the glass. But 
"Iolomia did a good job 
of trailing Omolon, 
picking up the rebound 
| died down the 
shot with 3.8 seconds 
left to ice the victory for 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(Queen Elizabeth 
Stadium, Hong Kong) 
410pm Tak N 
Tox vs Purefoods 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
4:10 p.m—Coca-Cola 
уе San Miguel Beer 
635p m —AiZ1 vs 
Alaska 


the Realtors 

"The Express had the chance to tie the game ог 
win it outright, but Ranidel de Ocampo's three- 
pointer bounced off the rim as time expired. 


“ts а new system that we've been practicing,” 
said Sta. Lucia coach Alfrancis Chua. "If you no- 
ticed, my big men kept pace with the other team's 
running game, contrary to what other people 
think” 


Dennis Espino and Marlou Aquino flexed their 
‘muscles down low and joined Tolomia in the list of 


| Balasabas tops caddies tilt 124 | 


jangga ө 
St.Francis © 
SQUARE 


= Get hold of these gift certificates > 
‘and shop at any pearls stalls at 
St. Francis Square Tiangge! 


forthe Realtors. 
Espino had 24 points and 12 rebounds for his | MARCI 
third double-double in as many games while the 6- н 18, 2006 
foor-9 Aquino tossed in 11 points, 10 boards, three ермен 
assists and three blocks. Tolomia had 11 points and 
TOLOMIAA26 
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You deserve nothing but the best... in life and in the car you drive. 


Get the new Toyota Vios. Proud of a new style that's truly head-turning, the Vios also 
has cutting-edge features that make every ride more exciting than ever. 


But it's not just design that earned this car respect. Its powerful yet fuel-efficient VVT-i engine 
gives you better command of the road. So drive the new Vios. You deserve this pleasure. 
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RP basketball now up to Fiba 


memorandum of understanding signed by the POCand concurrent bowling chief 
the Fiba. wherein the latter listed down the requirements To explain Lina's missing signature, the POC will also 
needed for a new body to be recognized. submit the minutes of the meetings held by the stakehold- 

“уе үе done everything thats needed with no vested ers to show that the former senator was part of the talks 
interest and no hidden agenda.” until he backed out. 

Actually, there willbe something missing in thedocu- | “Weill submit the chronology of events to Fiba for 
ments Cojuangco will be carrying with him to Switzerland, them to know that everyone acted in good faith,” said 
where he wil forward the new association's constitution Mark Joseph, who co-chairs the POC basketball panel 
and by-laws to Fiba secretary general Patrick Baumann. with legal counsel Ding Tanjuatco. 

‘And that's the signature of Joey Lina, the president of “We will also enclose the minutes of the meeting so 


nm... 
Fate of 


By Marc Anthony Reyes and Jasmine W. Payo 


SATURDAY, MARCH 


The same 
dilemma 


APART FROM BE- 
ing both chaotic 
and controversial, 
local basketball and 
chess have some- 
thing else in com- 
mon. The two have 
been suspended by 


BEFORE THE MONTH ENDS, PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC 
committee (POC) president Jose "Peping" Cojuangco will 
formally submit the structure of the country’s new cage. 
body to the international basketball federation (Fiba). 

‘Whether or not this latest POC initiated effort will be 
enough to free the country from the shackles that bar it 
from competing internationally will now be entirely up to 
Fiba's scrutiny. 


IN HUDDLE 


“As soon as Fiba gives its conformity I will request Fiba 
fora representative to observe the election that will be 


held here,” said Cojuangeo. 


"We have tried to comply to the best of our ability" said 
POC secretary general Steve Hontiveros, referring to the 


ceration—Pilipinas Basketball. 


alasabas tops 


Caddies’ 


pen 


by six strokes 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


JESSIE BALASABAS GOES BACK HOME TO 
Zamboanga for the first time in more than а 
year tomorrow, now a full-fledged amateur 
"with a bright future. 

“All the hard work has finally paid off,” said Bal- 
asabas, after holding on to win the second Nation- 
al Caddies’ Open by six shots over Mark Femando 
yesterday. 

"The 23-year-old Balasabas struggled to a 10- 
over-par 82 at Wack Wack’s East layout that gave 
the field a brutal time, but still won pulling away. 

“ think this (championship) was meant for 
me,” Balasabas, who had a 300 total over 72 
holes. “I played so bad, but the others did worse." 

Femando improved by one spot from third 
overnight after an 81 for 306. He nipped first- 
round leader Rufino Bayron by two after the 
brother of RP Team member and former caddies 
‘champion Jay closed with an 86. 

Balasabas, Fernando and Bayron will comprise 
the second batch of scholars to the NCO program, 
which will house, feed and fund their training in 
Calatagan under the auspices of the Philippine 
‘Amateur Golf Development Foundation. 


"This is our ticket to improving our lives, let's 
mot waste this chance,” Balasabas addressed the 
rest ofthe field during the awards ceremony. 

“The fifth son in a brood of eight ofa crane oper- 
ator based in Jolo, Balasabas will see family and 
friends for the first time since January last year, 
‘when he left home to join the first staging of this 
totumey backed by Pagcor and San Miguel Corp. 

‘Apo Golf's Paul Echavez, a pint-sized 17-year- 
old playing in his first big tournament, shot the 
days best score—a 77—to finish fourth at 312, 
seven up on Valleys Dondon Osabel (78-319) and 
11 on sixth-placer Jomar Pepito (78-322). 

Rounding out thetop 10 were Anthony Victoria. 
(81-324), and Joemar Nuñez (63), Jeff Tumbaga 
(84), Bonifacio Ramos (86) and Gary Sales (87), 
all with 325 totals. 

The tournament’ officers saw talent outside of 
the top three finishers. Echavez, Zannie Boy Gi- 
alon, also of Apo, and Victoria, а 5-foot-10 long- 
hitter from Northwoods have also been invited to 
join the program. 

“We are confident that in three years бте, we 
will have produced a member of the Philippine 
team,” businessman Hermie Esguerra echoed 
tournament co-chair Benjamin Abalos. 


the controversial Basketball Association of the Philippines 
(BAP) that the POC is trying to supplant with its new fed- 


"Lina was invited to be part of the new group, but he's 
the one who decided not to join," said Hontiveros, the 


they would know that Mr. Lina attended several meetings 
before quitting,” said Hontiveros. 


“Тат stil hoping that Mr. Lina will see the light that 


THIRD placer Rufino Bayron (left) rides piggyback on champion 
Balasabas after the latter cinched the title. 


this is not just the organization that we're looking at but 
[we're doing this) for the the country” said Cojuangco. 


Jesse 
екл 


PBL career with victory 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WHEN THE 2006 PBL UNITY CUP KICKS OFF 
оп March 25, it will mark the final amateur sint 
of several top players, including Magnolia's Ar- 
wind Santos. 

“| have one more conference to show them. 
that 'm ready (for the pro league),” said Santos 
in Filipino at the Scoop sa Kamayan session on 
Padre Faura yesterday. 


374 Cycling Search Invitational 2006 
3rd Leg At Angeles City Pampanga 
March 18, 2006 8:00 AM 
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‘Although Santos already awed pro scouts 
many times over, the former Far Eastern U star 
wants to leave in grand fashion by leading the 
Magnolia Spinners to their second straight title. 

“Му focus now is the PBI,” said Santos, who 
bagged his second straight UAAP Most Valuable 
Player plum last year. "I already finished my play- 
ing years in FEU and 1 was able to reach my goal, 
which isto get the championship.” 


Magnolia will Баје Granny Goose at 4 p.m., 
Se ee 


following the Montana-TeleTech opener at 2 p.m. 
nex: Saturday at the San Andres Gym. 

“Ош training and practice sessions are ongo- 
ing.” said Magnolia team governor Chito Loyza- 
ga. “kr seems hard to win back-to-back But isthe 
challenge given to the coaching staff and players, 
forthem to show what they're made of” 

Magnolia rose from a 0-2 deficit їп the recent 
best-of буе finals series versus Rain or Shine to 
bag the Heroes Cup. 


Шоап Crusaders battle 
Cotabato Braves today 


ILIGAN CITY—FIREFLY ELEC- 
tronics-backed ligan and expansion 

| team North Cotabato open their re- 
| spective campaigns in the National 
| Basketball Conference today when 
| they clash at the MSU-IT gym here. 
The Crusaders of Mayor law- 

| ence Cruz are expected to have 
their hands full against the Braves of 

| North Cotabato Gov Manny Piñol in 


фебрт. game. 


The Crusaders will parade a star- 
studded lineup led by NBC MVP 


Chris Nicdao, former UST Tiger 
Derrick Hubalde and ex-UE Warrior 
Ollan Omiping in the tourney spon- 
sored by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, 
Nature's Spring, Firefly Electronics, 
Molten and Prime Channel. 

Tigan coach Jun Longalong said 
the North Cotabato squad, which 
won the Mindanao pre-season se- 
Ties, is tough to beat. 

"Certainly they [Braves] are no 
pushovers,” said Longalong. 


Kart body nixes Madrigal 
Ibid in Rotax Senior race 


KARTING PRODIGY 
Alessandra Madrigal's 
bid to compete in the 
Rotax Max Senior cate- 
когу of the Super Kart- 
ing Series’ first leg this 
weekend at the Car- 
mona Circuit in Cavite 
| has been штей down 
by the Philippine Inter- 
national Karting Asso- 
ciation (Pika). 


Madrigal, 10, is 


inthe Senior category. 


coming off two big wins in the re- 
cent KT Invitational 2006 against 
much older rivals and had wanted 
to prove her victories were no fluke 
by competing again this weekend. 
Under Pika rules, only drivers 15 
years and older are eligible to race 


Alessandra Racing Team owner 
Gerard Madrigal, however, sought 
an exemption from the Automobile 
Association of the Philippines, the 
‘governing body for motorsport in 
the country, which was granted in 


the form of a waiver 
that will only cover 
this weekend's races. 
The ААР ао 
stressed that Alessan- 


dra will not be entitled. . 


toany points. 

Despite the waiver, 

however, the board of 

directors of Pika, 

which oversees all lo- 

MADRIGAL cal kaning competi- 

tions, tumed down 

Aessandra's bid. The Pika board is 

Jed by JP Tuason, one of the Калет 

Alessandra defeated in the KT Invi- 

tational who is also running in the 
Rotax Max Senior category. 

“After seeing Alessandra put in all 
the hard work and energy in prac- 
tice, wherein she consistently 
docked times that were equal or 
faster to those of other drivers, we 
are extremely disappointed in this 
decision that was made on the basis 
of her age rather than her skill,” said 
the elder Madrigal. 


their respective in- 
temational federa- 
tions—the Fiba for 
basketball, Fide for 
chess. 

While the Basketball Association of the 
Philippines (BAP) has not been suspended 
by the Fiba, the country has been banned 
from joining any Fiba-sanctioned tourna- 
ment after the BAPs expulsion from the 
Philippine Olympic Committee. 

The National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines (NCFP), on the other hand, was 
suspended by the Fide for non-payment of 
dues, and consequently banned from play- 
ingin any Fide-sanctioned competition. 

For the МОРЕ the lifting of the ban 
should be simple, particularly now that 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero “Butch” 
Pichay has been installed as president of 
the organization. 

Butch, whose mission is to bring back 
the golden years of Philippine chess, is 
going all out to achieve this goal. 

“Of course, we will pay our back dues. 
Napabayaan lang kasi yan ng former dis- 
pensation. We have to do this immediate- 
ly because we need to form as soon as 
possible the team that will compete in 
the World Chess Olympiad in Italy this 
May. We don't have too much time to pre- 
pare,” said Butch the day after the NCFP 
board elections held at the Manila Hotel's 
Cowrie Grill 

According to Buteh, the association 
‘owes the Fide 8,000 Euros, or about 
P400,000. 


Beth Celis 


For basketball, its going to be another tu- 
multuous struggle for the lifting of the Fiba 
ban. At this point, I do not see even the tini- 
estray oflight at the end of the tunnel 

‘After working together for weeks to draft 
a new constitution and by-laws for the 
"new" cage body, Joey Lina and the four 
other basketball stakeholders—the PBA, the 
PBL, the UAAP and the NCAA—had a 
falling-out. 

Joey wanted to retain the name “BAP” 
and make only minor amendments to the 
original BAP constitution and by-laws, but 
РОС president Peping Cojuangco would not 
hear of it. He reportedly wanted an entirely 
new organization with a new name. 

"We met four times, using the process out- 
lined by Fiba бес-деп Patrick Baumann in 
his {memorandum of understanding] with 
the POC.” Joey said. “Later in the fifth meet- 
ing, which I was unable to attend because I 
was preparing for a trip abroad, Noli Eala, 
who had been our facilitator, briefed the 
stakeholders on his recent conversation with 
Peping Cojuangco where the later told him. 
that the process was unacceptable, and that 
the name BAP will also have to be changed. 

“In the beginning, we were all їп one big 
circle. At this point, the stakeholders drew a 
smaller circle and kept me out.” 

As far as Noli is concerned, there is no 
rift between him and Joey. 

“As Tve said many times in the past, all 
of us have one objective, that is to lift the 
suspension of Fiba on the Philippines,” 
Noli said. 

“In the end, though, we differed on 
how to get there. Just like him, I stand on 
principles and convictions, based on a 
personal, professional and full under- 
standing of the options presented to the 
stakeholders. 

"Td like to think we both still have mu- 
tual respect for one another. Whether he 
wanted major or minor revision in the 
constitution and by-laws is по longer ће 
point. At the end of the day, his loyalty to 
his organization became more important 
than accepting the overwhelming senti- 
ment of the majority” 

Noli said he respects Joey for this. "T 
hope he also accords us the same kind of 
respect. 


“Hindi naman siguro kami tau-tauhan 
lamang ng kahit na sino, that we will al- 
low ourselves to be dictated upon as to 
what option to finally take. We have done 
our part. Perhaps the BAP should exam- 
ine itself and see if they had done theirs." 

So where does the BAP go from here? 

“We move on. We will make the neces- 
sary amendments in the constitution, by- 
laws and structure of the organization and 
present this to the Fiba," said Lina. 

Неј I forgot to ask Noli if there's a funda- 
mental difference between the Philippine 
Basketball Federation Inc. and Pilipinas Bas- 
кейі, the new group. 

Because if there's none, except the name, 
what will keep the Fiba from junking Pilip- 
inas Basketball the way it did the PBFI? 


Scribe's sis laid to rest today 
THE REMAINS OF ELEONOR DISTRITO CRUZ- 
Eiginger, who died last Feb. 21 in Tarrant, Texas, will 
be lald to rest today at the St. Michael Cemetery In 
Molino Il. Bacoor, Cais atar a 9 a.m. mass. Eiginger, 
Sister о! Abanto Топла sports reporter Ват D. Cruz, 
tied at 43 due to intracelebral hemorrhage. Her ra- 
mains have lain in state at 254 Amenti Street, Block 8, 
‘Barangay Kapitan Kua, Gen. Mariano Alvarez, Cavite, 
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Wade fuels Heat rally 


MIAMI—DWYANE Steven Hunter, then found Allen high 24 points in the fourth quarter, 


" on the wing for а 3-pointer with апа the Golden State Warriors pro- 
Wade scored one ps 54.8 seconds left. vided the final setback on the worst 
ket in the first 22% ‘Hunter scored a career-high 20 road trip in Minnesota's history 


minutes but finished points and blocked six shots for with a 105-97 taming of the Tim- 
ih os ifa А Philadelphia. berwolves. AP 
with 30 points, help- In Oakland, California, Mike «НВА on SOLAR SPORTS: 830 


ing the Miami Heat * 2 Dunleavy scored 17 of his season- am-—Portand vs Овал (ely 7 pm) 
erase a 25-point deficit 
2 ; = Ty 
MARCH MADNESS: Duke Blue DevlsstarguardJRedec(t) | 10. " pem те довод à 095 

challenges Southwen University Jaguars defender Alvin Mott, The Celtics, 107-104, in the 


sweet-shooting Redick had 29 points in a 70-54 Duke victory to NBA on Thursday. 
advance in the first round of the NCAA tournament. эт | тһе comeback matched the 


by 


largest in the league this season.» % 2 vC ANZ /j 


Chicago rallied бот а 25-point WADE: Rallyingpoint mures 


s deficit to beat Charlotte on Nov. 2. 

ехісо ous S Boston's Orien Greene was short а shorthanded Philadelphia 76ers 

with a3-pointattemptat the buzzer squad, 102-98. 
that would have forced overtime. Philadelphia was missing Allen 
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA-OLIVER Japan, which has already lost | The Heat fel behind, 59-34, late Iverson, who sprained his right foot 
АНЕ seven relieves combined twice to South Korea in the Clas. іл the second quarter, and as usual, early in last Sundays win in Mem- 
to pitch а three-hitter Thursday and зіс, faces its archrival in Satur- didn't panic. They trailed at half- phis. He did not play in Tuesdays 
ll Menco past the United States, days second semifinal game іп time for the seventh tmein the past loss at home to Toronto and didnt 
21 diminating the Americans from бап Diego, with the Dominican eight games, but they've lost only accompany the Sixers to Seattle 
the inaugural World Baseball Classic Republic meeting Cuba in the ‘once during the stretch. Coach Maurice Cheeks said Iverson. 
we iputtgdapaninthesemifnas. daytime opener The winners Miami climbed a season-best 22 _ would not play on friday in Los An- у х 

South Korea had а 3-0 second- play Monday for the champi- games above 500, winning for the geles against the Clippers. угез „= 


round record in Group One, with | onship. 13th time in the past 14 games. The Sixers have lost five of six. 

the United States, Japan and Perez allowed only one hit in Раш Pierce scored 34 for Boston Trailing 94-92, Chris Webber |. " 1 
е рай ош 12. Japan three scoreless innings, and the andWallySzezerbkadded30,his missed „consecutive short 4 

сатед the second semifinal Mexican bullpen retired 12 highest total sie, joining the jumpers thar could have pulled = | > 

berth from the group by allowing straight batters until Chipper Itics in late January. the 76ers even. After the second 

berth from the group Пома Sones drew one-out walk off In Seade, Ray Allen scored 26 mise, Seattle's Вай Watson MEGA SALE! 
the tied teams. ‘Jorge Dela Rosa inthe ninth, АР points to help the SuperSonics edge ripped the rebound away from on March 31, 2006 * Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 


Federer, Dementieva gain Pacific semis 


INDIAN WELLS, CALIFORNIA—ROGER out offering a break chance, and Elena 
Federer swept past Ivan Ljubicic, 6-2,6- Dementieva beat Ana lvanovic, 2-6, 6-4, 
3, to reach the semifinals and keep alve 6-2. Henin-Hardenne and Dementieva 
his quest for a third successive Pacific wil playin one of Friday's semifinals, 
Life Open tle on Thursday. Lastyear, with Martina Hingis and Maria Sharapo- 
Federer also beat the Croatian in straight ха meting in the other: Henin-Hardenne 
‘sets on his way to championship, butha was the 2004 tournament champion but 
hadto win two tiebreakers In that fourth- — cid not play at Indian Wells last year be- 
round match. On the women's side, top- cause of an injury. Dementieva bounced 
‘seeded Justine Henin-Hardenne downed back from a shaky start against 18-year- 
Gisela Dulko of Argentina, 6-3, 6-2, with- old Ivanovic, from Belgrade. АР 
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Municipality of Donsol 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID BRACE YOURSELVES 


“The Gaverrmert ofthe Philpines though the вратом of Agrarian Reform (DAR) for the most head-spinning 
Tas па a ian fom tre Asan Development Bank (ADB) toward tho cost of 
foren Reform Commuriies Project ААС his intended that par of he proceeds deals from NISSAN yet. 
Ales loan le pata egi payments unde he contracts of Rural irasucure 
Патра for wich ts ination o Арду lr Egy and to Bd is issued, _ 
The Local Government of Donsol, Sorsogon through its Bids and Awards Committee ук 
ВАС) tautea conracior registered win and lasse by ne Phippine Contatore Storm away with a sizzling 
elfen Boars РСА as Smat B. or higher Tor sir contrac t apply for | | * E қ 
igit апа I found оо, obi for the hereunder contac: hot X-TRAIL, or glide home 
Name of Contract ‘Construction of Sen Antonio - Silo Вачагоп - á 5 

боол Farmo мања Вова іта cool SENTRA istyle 


Ше т Pepa rosam Ten 


‘Approved Budget Cost Php 9,557 543.28. pO A li T 
Mes burton See Calendar Days jg. -light ownership plans. 
Prospectiva bidders should posses a valid PCAB License applicable to the contract, БЕЯ a 5 T 
fave completed a similar contract with a value of at least 50% of tha ABC, ала EE Lui deae: 
key personnel and equipment (Isted in the Eligibily Forms) avaliable for the Wig: Get your NISSAN while 
КОРОО tect The BAC ый us nondecetonay possa enean | || $ ON 
пре пара wel as Ра Prima Examiraton of Bde. Te 
BRS ий duc postque ofthe юте clio b 
Rl parir нйн Cii Siatement and Screening, Bd беди Poformance 
лла ts Correa, Бивол e ев. Pest alfeaton and ard 
Зету ee covers ty есіл and 15 
Tienen бше эла Берден АК) ed 5 т 
Tro sched of ВАС өзім вав он: 
BAG Actes Shea 
+ Rasa a roepane ыйды C Tears ot] Marah 28- Apri 3, 2008 
Ten LI dig Notes frig 
Барто of ERB Forme aR ARTE 
бене б Ке acto EY REQ | Apa 32008 М 
Notice of Results of Eligibility Check April 5, 2006. € 1 Sentra 16 GSX MT 
Issuance of Bid Documents. Apri 6-12, 2008, Г, Sentra 1.6 GSX AT | 770,000 


те Cofereres дота 2006, аб | |- 5 | 25000 | 
7. Receipt and Opening of Bids. ‘April 18. 2008; 2:00 PM Senra 1,6 GS АГ 815,000 


С EUR рта вас беснила. маға | [Ж |Д) ОСТВА. 200 4x2_1 1,140,000) 114,000 
ТЫ Со, dr m ава pasos айр айдай спасао | |Е X-TRAIL 200X 4x4 |1,250,000 | 125000 | 52,083 
теа Doctus Dude dal sat Eb Reworemers to ATRAI 250x аха ] 1,360,000 | 136,000 | 56,667 
the BAC at the said address, They may also obtain the results of the Eligibiily Check x ~ T x 
SR BAC a come atone TE 

A bids musi be acconparid by a Ва Securty In the folowing fomne: 


1. Cashicertified зани. сһеск/тападег'в check іп the amount of one ^ 
Percent (1%) of ABC мел s O5. S75.44 н аруу pape. us 
2. Surely Bond which is two and a half percent (2.5%) of ABC in the amount ot E A p FIC) aif aia ley 


pom 


annin 
E 
ges 


наа 


Р238 038 59 сайам on demand ond issued y the Goverment Service Insurance VOUENIS 
System (GSIS) or by a reputable surely or insurance company and а be posted 
in favor of LGU - Donsol, Sorsogon, 
The BAC wil issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the BAC to be 
iile for tho bidding upon payment of s non-refundable amount of Elve Thousand 
Pesos only (Php 5000,00) to the LGU of Donsol's Cashier. 
The LGU of Donsol reserves the right to accopt or reject any bid and to annul the 
bidding process and rejet all uds at anytime prior to contract award, without thereby 
ineuring any aby to the affactod Bidder or Bidders. 
Approved by: 


(88) ENGR, HELENE A. GARAY 
BAC Chairman 


AGRARIAN REFORM COMMUNITIES PROJECT 
Province of Sorsogon 
Митераму of Donsol 


APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE CONTRACT 

Name of Subproject" Construction of San Апопо - Sito Bantoron - 
Gogon Farm to Market Road 

Longinus 25 Motors 

Contract Duration ма WD. 
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CONTRACTORS TAK 0% red Cog] 3 
CONTRACTOR S PROFIT [1% esc Gon] тети usar ала ted у анат шан сома 
MATERIALS TESTING. Т22-7870/7678. 480 635-5608 
"TOTAL APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE CONTRACT, 0,557,543.20- NISSAN MOTOR ‘Nissan U.N. Avo, Мапа, Nissan Southwaods. Royce Motors. 
= TANGO tat PHILIPPINES, INC, МДА» BUAI Aoo- osoo Бы g m 


| zoe soam ens : — — 


Missan баегу Quozon Ave, а дано Ala Mantrado Davalo 
ЖШ 9S Fan. 7403006 ELE porre 


70646124 15549820 Nissan Commonwealth. Nissan Manlia, Inc, Кизат рш 


visit www.nissan.com.ph. SUE BAG эра! Fax 31-9067 2522500» 21-00509000 t0 63 Tugegmo: 078) 0442522) 1462520 


Gorres eyes. 
OPBF crown 


vs Thai tonigh 


ever, as executives of Oscar De la 
Hoya's Golden Boy Promotions, 
will be at special ringside to as 
sess his full potential. 

Gorres, who hails from Мап. 
daue City, is coming off a one-sid. 
ed decision win over Jose Alfredo 
Tirado last Feb. 3 in Las Vegas, 
where he impressed boxing pun- 
dits with his all-around skills. 

In the chief support, WBO 
‘Asia-Pacific super-featherweight 
boss Czar Amonsot goes up 
against Thai Dechco Bankluay 
gym in a 10-round non-title 
showdown, 

An RP championship show- 
down for the vacant flyweight ti- 
tle also takes place between ALA 
Boy Rocky Fuentes and Wakee 
Salud protege Jojo Bardon. 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


с 

WILL IT BE A DREAM COME 

fue or a nightmare for 2 Gorres 
ight? 

е southpaw Gorres battles 

ai toughie Waenpetch Chuwa- 
thna for the vacant OPBF super fly 
уђе in a 12-round war headlining 
aft0-bout card dubbed “А Dream 

Соте True” at the Mandaue Ску 
Sports and Cultural Complex. 

2 Both Gorres, who holds а 22- 
ivin, 1-loss, 1-draw mark with 12 
knockouts, and Chuwatana, who 
carries а record of 23-7-2, 14 
KOs, came in at 115 Ibs during 
the official weigh-in yesterday at 
the ALA Gym, 

АП еуез will be on Gorres, how- 


10 rebounds, 

The game marked the first time since the league 
started keeping track of double-doubles that at least 
four players from one squad pulled off such a feat. 

‘Air21's Niño Canaleta had 19 points and 10 re 
bounds, Yancy de Ocampo had 14 points and 10 
boards, Mark Telan added 2 markers and 11 re- 
bounds while Ranidel de Ocampo chipped in 10 
points and 10 boards for the Express, who dropped. 
toa 1-2 record ina tie with the Realtors. 

San Miguel Beer dumped Barangay Ginebra, 
7759, in the second game to tie its Мейт at 2-1. 

The scores: 

Fist Game 

STA. LUCIA 102—Durendes 30, Espino 24, Тота 11, 
Aino 11, Mendoza B, Omolon 7, Cabs 5, ба 2, Crag 2 
Қораз. 

А 0D Caraka 19, De Ocampo 14, Ro 13, Titid 12, 
лил 12, De Ocampo 10, Dacia 8, Se б, Arboleda 4, Вотакво 2, 
Fano. 

uates 30:28, 85-59, 82:78, 102-100. 
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MOMENT of truth for Z Gorres 


Tierro bows to Austrian 

PATRICK JOHN TIERRO BOWED TO THE BIGGER AND STRONGER TOP 
seed Herbert Witschnig of Austria, 6-1, 3-6, 6-3, yesterday in the quarterfi- 
аб of the $25,000 New Delhi Masters at the RK Khanna Stadium. 


Lacdao shows 'em 
in Magsaysay golf 


RAYMOND LACDAO MADE THE MOST OF A 
virtually windless day at the Ayala Greenfield Es- 
tate Golf and Leisure Club in Calamba, Laguna, 
то rule the recent 3rd Annual Ramon Magsaysay 
Golf 

Lacdao beat a field that included players from 
the corporate world and politics to win the over- 
all tite of the toumament organized by the Asian 
Vision Cable Holdings Inc. 

Proceeds of the tourament will benefit the 
youth of the Ramon Magsaysay Award Founda- 
tion (RMAF). This year, the foundation plans to 
hold the Magsaysay Fellowship program, the 
school's partnership program and the Ramon 
Magsaysay Student Essay Competition. 

‘The event is co-presented by Accion, Ayala 
Foundation, CCAR Citibank, Globe Telecom, 
HBO/Cinemax, Oishi, Royal Cablevision Inc., 
Southern Cross Cement, and San Miguel Corp. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER... 


| the fun ruris SK and 10K races for Corporate and Open Categories will be ac- 


| LOCAL GOLF CELEBRITIES, ENTHUSIASTS, TOP CORPORATE EXECUTIVES 


| Golden Sunset Invitational Golf Tournament which tees off Thursday at the 


| of Wiliam Go with 5 points each. BR Fatman S Bacolod of Tony Tan and Pepito 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Big field expected in women’s fun run 
PREPARATIONS ARE IN FULL GEAR FOR THE WOMEN'S EKIDEN FUN RUN 
slated to fre off March 26a the Quirino Grandstand, The fun run aims to pro- 
mole gender equally in sports and is the culminating act of the Philippine 
Sports Commission's Women in Sports 2006 Program in celebration of the 
National Women's Month activities. Entries of five women runners per team In 


cepted until 5 p.m. on March 23. Entry forms сап be downloaded at 
wwwpsc.gov.ph/Women. Entry fee is P1,500.00 per team. 


FVR-Golden Sunset golf at Calatagan set 
Join the prime movers and shakers of the country on the first tee in the FVR- 


Calatagan Golf Club in Calatagan, Batangas. The fournament stars at 8 am. 
wih a ceremonial tes-off by former President Fidel V. Ramos. Big prizes, in- 
cluding a car for a hole-in-one, Honda motorcycle, Trip to Boracay via Sei, 
cash and merchandize prizes await the winners, according to Cris Aquino, 
chief operating officer of Golden Sunset Resort and Spa. 


Arroyo-Jiao, Santos-Araneta pairs prevail 
RED CREEK | (RCI) OF IGGY ARROYO AND BOY JIAO DEMOLISHED ALL. 

its opponents Wednesday night to share the championship with Jade Resort 
Juliane (JRJ) of Manny Santos and Eddie Araneta in the mid-March 7-cock der- 
by ofthe National Cockers Association at Roligon Mega Cockpitin Paraiaque 
City. It was a come-from-behind victory for RCI, which got only 2 points in the 
first round Tuesday night, while JRJ and Firefly 14 of Frankie Uy each scored 3 
points. in the championship round, JR ost is fith and seventh fights to RCI 
and Jaen Col. VGB Firefly, respectively, to share second place with Firefly RM 13 


Ngo scored 4.5 points after it tied with Magic Wing Sundance of Ronnie Puno. 
in their fith fight. The final NCA derby for the month is scheduled March 27 and 
29 with Boyet Joson and Elan Nagano as hosts. 


Makati 3-cock derby kicks off today 
MORE THAN 60 MATCHES ARE ON TAP IN THE "SENTENCIADOR 3-COCK 
Derby” today atthe Makati Coliseum. A total cash pot of P200,000 await the 
winners in the derby sponsored by B-Meg Derby Асе. Entry fees P5,500. To- 
Gays hosts are veteran cocktight referees Berong Javelana, Rommel Pinuela, 
Benjie Francisco and Rommel Angeles. Also slated at Makati Coliseum are the 
Pinoy Cockers Association of the Philippines (PCAP) 5-cock derby on March 
20, the ABC Liga 3-cock derby on March 22 and the Jobo cock derby on 
March 27. For inquiries, call 896-3545 or 895-6475. 


Third round of ‘Una Hirit’ 4-cocker on 
THE THIRD AND LAST 2-COCK ELIMINATION ROUND OF THE BLOCKBUSTER. 
“Unang Hirit No Entry Fee 4-Cock Derby" blasts off today at the San Juan Col- 
iseum with 75 fights sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. The total 
number of entries has ballooned to 200, according to host Aba Badiola. The 
qualiers dispute the tile on Monday, where a guaranteed prize of P1.2 milion 
Wil be divided among the winners. "Considering that this is a'no entry fee 
erby. the P1.2 milon prize Ба giveaway." said Badiola, who is being sup- 
ported by SIC management For inquiries, call 0917-8264018 or 725-6563. 


Super Pacman heads Largahan entry list 
BOXING HERO MANNY PACQUIAO'S DERBY ENTRY "SUPER PACMAN" 
head the iist of favorites in today’s "Largahan S-Cock Derby finals at Roligon 
Mega Cockpit. Pacquiao is expected to field prized fighters from his General 
Santos Cty game farm which won him a big Metro Manila derby recently. The 
2006 Largahan, hosted by promoter Rolly Ligon, has attracted 360 partici- 
pants. The fastest-win champion wil drive home a brand new Toyota Vios. 
With more than 200 fights stated today. the first fight Kicks off t 10am. For 
inquiries, cal 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812. 


The New Ford Escape NBX Limited Edition 
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е You'll fallin love with the performance of the 2.3L engine. But everyone else will be smitten by the dual-tone exterior, dear headlamps, 
16-inch alloy wheels and sporty two-tone leather interior. A combination of looks and substance that a rare few will enjoy. 
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PORTMAN. A sight to behold. 


By Rito P Asilo 


«У for Vendetta" 
D: James McTeigue 
S: Natalie Portman, Hugo Weaving 


ART IMITATES LIFE IN JAMES 
McTeigue and the Wachowski broth- 
ers' big-screen adaptation of Alan 
Moore's 1989 graphic novel about a 
masked vigilante, V (Hugo Weaving) 
and his ward, Evey (Natalie Portman), 
and their valiant—and violent—at- 
tempt to overthrow an abusive, totali- 
tarian government, 

The film's socio-political tone packs 
a relevant punch and resonates with 
incendiary pertinence: Social unrest, 
censorship, sexual repression, dis- 
crimination, greed and corruption, re- 
ligious extremism, terrorism—name 


PBB's' human dynamics may 
not be as real as they seem 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


WED LIKE TO SHARE IN- 
sights into "Pinoy Big Brother" 

E we've gained from a colleague 
who's worked with the reality 
challenges first batch of 
“housemates.” 


Challenge 

All along, the challenge has 
made a big deal of its ability to 
showcase people behaving and 
talking as themselves—what 
you see is what you get, no act- 
ing, no artifice. Thats why 


totoong buhay." 


MILBY, Was he just 
faking it? 


Viewers like this "reality" aspect to the 


it, Do they ring a bell? 

Set more than а decade into the future 
in post-World War Ш Great Britain 
against the backdrop of a neo-fascist en- 
vironment, the movie initially bristles 
and bustles with its riveting arguments 
about politics and the peace process. 

The production's visual flair and tech- 
nical polish complement the tortured 
soul of Portman's doe-eyed heroine: She 
and the film are a sight to behold—bald 
pate or not. 

But, there's something amiss about an 
omniscient predator in a Guy Fawkes 
mask—yes, we get the film's Orwellian 
“Big Brother is watching" drift—who 
‘quotes Shakespeare as he slices and 
dices his prey. And the movie soon loses 
momentum--a victim of its surprisingly 
unsympathetic protagonist and his pro- 
tracted ideological prattle. 


"She's the Man" 
D: Andy Fickman 
S: Amanda Bynes, Channing Tatum 


“Clueless” meets “Yentl” in Andy 
Fickman’s cross-dressing, gender- 
bending teenage comedy inspired 
by—hold your breathi—Shakespeare's 
"Twelfth Night,” about Viola (Amanda 
Bynes), who, to prove а point, disguises 
as her twin brother, Sebastian (James 
Kirk), after the girls’ soccer team in 
high school is canceled. 

‘Unfortunately, she falls in love with 
her roommate, Duke (Channing Tatum), 
who's infatuated with “Sebastian's” lab 
partner, Olivia (Laura Ramsey)—who 


show, because it enables them 


to peep and eavesdrop into real 
peoples lives, thus feeding off 
local viewers propensity for 
gossip and "making pakialam." 


On the positive 


side, 


lessons learned from peeping 
into the show's unfolding hu- 
ҙ man dynamics could inform 
and enhance viewers’ own 


lives. 


It turns out, however, that 


“PBB” is a show, and not 100- 
percent real. As our colleague 
informs us, the relative un- 
knowns in the first batch 
“PBB” describes itself as the "telenovelang weren't really being themselves all the 


time, contrary to the program's avowed 
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develops a crush on her! Confused? Well, 
so is the movie, But, at least, Bynes, 
Tatum and company play their charac- 
ters with self-deprecating charm and 
youthful zest to make up for the film's ut- 
ter lack of originality. 


“Hostel” 
D: Eli Roth. 
Jay Hernandez, 
Richardson, Eythor Gudjonsson 


Derek 


Talk about slice and dice. Eli Roth's 
bloodthirsty film aesthetics is nothing 
but gratuitous sex and gore: Three back- 
packers—two Americans, Paxton and 
Josh (Jay Hernandez and Derek Richard- 


патио Li) 
еру пре 


Editor Nestor U. Torre 
Assistant Editor Rito P. Asilo 


son, respectively) and an Icelander, Oli 
(Eythor Gudjonsson)—embark on an 
“adventure” of a lifetime after they're 
tipped off about a youth hostel some- 
‘where in Eastern Europe, where endless 
booze and ravishing Slovakian babes can 
be theirs for the taking. 

"Whats even better, the voluptuous 
vixens are said to be crazy about Ameri- 
can men, What luck! But, the trio's 
dream holiday soon turns into a matter 
of life and death when they realize that 
“crazy” is a relative word, like 
"love—and “pain.” And only people 
with a fetish for sado-masochism will 
find this revolting, ultraviolent piece of 
cinematic schlock entertaining. 
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Love in a bottle 


By Noelani Torre 


INTHE INDEPENDENT DIGITAL FILM, “LAM- 
banog,” the question of whether love can in- 
deed be found in a bottle is answered in sever- 
al ways. Written and directed by Paolo Her- 
ras, the movie gets its title from a bottle of co- 
conut wine that plays a pivotal role in the 
story—one which you'll just have to find out 
for yourself. 

‘Suffice it to say that it gives truth to the say- 


ing in vino veritas, though this particular vin- 
tage has something more than mere alcohol 
content working for it. 

The film revolves around five charac- 
ters—Mark (Luis Alandy); his best friend, 
Eric (Lauren Novero); Етіс new girlfriend, 
Hasmin (CJ Mercado); Rico (John Lapus), 
the landlord of Mark's old home, and the 
mysterious lambanog vendor, Maria (Dani- 
ca Sotto)—and their individual love sto- 
ries. 


Concept 


SHOW. 


пр AE 


“I decided to make this movie because, at 
МІЗ pest, I thought it wasn't ambitious,” says Her- 
“ІНЕ 5 

JODID ras. “The story happens in one day and in one 
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location. But then, it became bigger and big- 
ger. The stories started inching their way out. 
They were elliptically intertwined, and I just 
had to push the concept further.” 

“Lambanog” is Herras’ first film. “I didn't 
take the short-film route,” he says, “though I 
did write scripts before for ABS-CBN and 
ABC.” Currently a masteral student at UP Dili 
man with a degree in comparative literature, 
his background is really on writing. 

Paolo strong writing background mani- 
fests itself in the narrative and character-driv- 
en film. He concentrates on telling the story, 
not distracting the viewer with puzzling “ex- 
perimental” camera work, unless it's specifi- 


Starting March 20! 


cally demanded by the scene. 


Tribute 
The film is “supposed to be a tribute to a 
modern-day Maria Makiling,” he explains. 
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3. Not applicable to selected movies and 
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4. No further discounts on above- 
‘mentioned special prices. Not applicable 
in conjunction wth other Shang 
Cineplex discounts and promos. 
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take effect on March 20, 2006. 
unti further notice. 
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“Mysterious and, this time, brown.” This 
would be the lambanog vendor—Danica 
Sotto, in an atypical, more serious role. But, 
the best performance in the film, however, is 
John Lapus’, who steals every scene he's in. 
You can also keep your eyes peeled for brief 
appearances from Raymond Bagatsing, 
Pinky Amador, Soliman Cruz and Roxanne 
Barcelo. 

“My concept of storytelling is that history 
can't be told by just one voice," says Herras. 
Hence the interlocking of the characters’ 
seemingly separate narratives. 1Г a tech- 
nique that is reminiscent of such films as "Red 
Violin” and "Appartement." 

"Lambanog" premiered at the UP Film Cen- 
ter last week. “We'll send it to festivals 
abroad,” says Herras. This is the path taken by 
most indie productions these days—and you 
just have to admire their filmmakers’ guts and 
perseverance. 
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Makati Auto Car Show 
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“KING NARESUAN' 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


сс... SATURDAYSpecial 


Thai historical epic generates excitement 


By Nestor U. Torre buri province, three hours away been ‘overtaken by unexpected  Pegu, then the Burmese empire's 


from Bangkok. 


events and rising costs, so thein- seat of power. 


OUR MOVIE INDUSTRY HAS Тһе 2,000-rai location is dot- vestment in the production now Тһе film illustrates how Nare- 
had its share of major produc- ted with huge, sprawling period stands at 500 million bahts—and suan learned fighting techniques 
tions in the past decade, big-bud- sets vivifring castles, battle- counting. and war strategies from a leading 
Zet epics that have made viewers ments, temples, villages—not Why has so much money, time military guru, until he overshad- 
Sit up and marvel at the power just of Thai architecture alone, and effort been expended on the owed the eldest son of the crown 
and angeof Filipino filmmaking. but also structures of Burmese film? Because its hero and his ex- prince of Burma in combat skills 
provenance, King Naresuan hav- ploitsincombataredeemed tobe After realizing that his life was 
Talk of the town ing spent most of his life їп Муап- of great historical importance in danger, Naresuan fled back to 


But, all of them pale in com- таг. 


and inspirational value. his homeland, waged battle after 


parison in terms of investment Ме were privileged to spenda Кла Naresuan has eamed the battle, achieved victory, and de- 
Bnd scope to the current talk of day at the film's location, and Thai people's abiding gratitude for clared independence. 

the town in Thailand's movie іп. marveled at all of the structures declaring independence from the Ас the production's sprawling 
dustry-4he historical epic, “King and thousands of performers and greatenemy that had taken control film set, we met the actor who 
Naresuan,” directed by Prince production people who have ofthecountryinthe 15th century plays Naresuan, and were sur- 
Chatrichalerm Yukol. been working on ће epic film for cie ad prised when we were told that he 


Fortwo long years, ће filmhas so long. 


wasn't an experienced actor, but 


been in productionona hugeplot — Thefümwasoriginallybudger. Like Attila, Naresuan spent his was in fact an army captain 
of land in the Surasheeha Mili- ed at the impressive sum of 300 *childhood as а royal hostage ас named Wanchana Sawasdee. 
tary Base in Thailand's Kanchan- Бам, but that figure has already the court of his father’s enemy in The movie's director explained 


Rehabilitation | 


REHABILITATION 15 

not just meant fr LOTUS 

criminals and drug 

addicts. Physical POND 

therapy is needed to 

rehabilitate abused, 

wrongly-used or ne- 

glected bodies. In- 

deed, ош bodies 

need rejuvenation. 
Lets banish from p Valencia 

our minds the idea ~ 

that the only people 4774 8. 

who need physical Bismari 

rehabilitation are 

those who suffer 

from stroke, accidents, injuries, etc. Re- 

gardless of age, extent of disability or in- 

jury, a session with a rehab specialistike 

St. Louis University Hospital's Dr. Romeo 

Abiog—can be helpful and enlightening. 

Dr. Abiog patiently explains his patients" 

problems and their respective solutions. 


Cases 

Here are some of the noted physician's cases: 

1. A teenage girl who was into martial arts 
sought medical assistance after hearing a dis- 
tinet clicking in her knees during certain 
movements. Diagnostic exams later revealed 
an in-born defect in the knee bones. 

‘The girl wasn't ordered to give up martial 
arts. With proper medication and sound ad- 
vice, she has resumed working out—with a 
better understanding of what to do and what 
not to do. 

2. Awoman with scoliosis was given a pro- 
gram of exercises to counter the progression 
of spinal curvature. 


Relief 

3. A wife was tested for sensory deficien- 
cies after complaining of intense neck pain 
and severe migraine. Pain medication, hot 
compress, ultrasound, neck traction and exer- 
cises led to pain alleviation and relief. 

In contrast, we have a friend who refuses to 
see a doctor and self-medicates to relieve 
shoulder and neck pain. She is now depen- 
dent on pain killers. 

So, seek proper consultation and rehabili- 
tation for your body—it deserves no less. 


'PBB s" human dynamics may 
not he as real as they seem 


From page AZ-1 


intention. 
Since they had to appeal enough to viewers 


that he had tested hundreds of 
actors for the plum role, but had 
opted to cast an "amateur" be- 
cause, as a real soldier, Sawasdee 
was eminently credible and em- 
pathetically dynamic іп. the 
movie's many spectacular battle 
scenes. 


Excitement 

The trailer of "Naresuan" was 
premiered at the Bangkok film- 
fest to great acclaim, and excite- 
ment is high over the film's na- 
tional and international run in 
the coming months. 

Aside from being used for the 
production of "King Naresuan,” 
the film's huge sets have been 
made so sturdily that they can be 
utilized by other period produc- 


SAWASDEE. The “amateur” 
lead actoris an army captain. 


tions. So, the location will be- 
come a "film industry city" that 
also has major potential as a 
tourism site. —A win-win situa- 
tion all around! 


to be assured of their "votes," which would 
enable them to survive to the end of the com- 
petition, some of the housemates felt they 
needed to “project” themselves as more inter 
estingor appealing than they really were. 


First edition 

They did this on an individual basis, but the 
collective effect was to make the first edition 
of PBB” not quite the ultra-real experience it 
was meant to be, both for the housemates and 
their viewers. 

‘Today, however, some of the original batch- 
mates have a problem: They're tying to make it 
in show biz as actors but to be good, actors have 
tobe extremely honest when theyre етйп. 

Unfortunately, the “PBB” experience has 
gotten some of the original housemates habit- 
ated to faking it, so they're coming across as 
unempathetic actors. 


Current batch 

“The problem could be even worse for the 
current batch of celebrity "PBB" housemates. 
‘They are people who are used to being in the 
public eye, and some of them are professional 
actors. So, their stint on “PBB” could be even 
more of a performance than the first barch's 
outing. 

They may want to be themselves, but all of 
their years as celebrities, plus the need to 
keep viewers interested in them, could 
prompt them to fake it at least part of the time 
that they're on the show. 

So, viewers may not be getting the truly 
“revelatory” epiphanies that they expect from 
the second edition's “celebrities being them- 
selves" format. 
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We're talking about green 
tea and how it's packed 
with stuff that’s good for you! 


Green tea is considered a “wonder substance” tha! 
reduces ihe chances of cancer, lowers blood cholesterc 
and blood sugar levels, and helps control blood pressure 


C2 Green Tea has Catechins, which act as antioxidants 
that are more potent than Vitamin C and Vitamin E 


Unlike other bottled teas that use powdered or 
artificial tea extracts, C2 Green Tea is made 

from real, natural green tea leaves that have been 
delicately brewed. So you have all that green tec 
goodness bottled and ready lo refresh you anylime 


So'make il a hobit to.drink cool and clean С 
Green Teal For once everybody will agree, here а 
greens that are good for you, that taste good tc 


C2 Green Tea is available in Peach, Apple, lem 
Plain, Plain lite & lemon Ше Flav 


Nothing relaxes and recharges like C2 Green Teal 
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A FIESTA OF SAVINGS FOR SM MALLERS 


Great finds at great savings are in store for savvy shoppers at 
SM City Fairview and SM City Dasmarifias during their simultaneous 
3-DAY SALE on the weekend of March 17, 18 and 19. 


] [su city Dasmariñas 


mall hours: 
10am-10pm 


,A wide selection of great 
buys are offered at up to 
50% discount. 


i= Mallwide Choices 


|Among the sale items 


showcased by mall stores 
are: summer gear, sporting 
goods, organic products, travel 
апа safety basics for kids 
and babies, beach and leisure 
wear, and І.Т. gadgets. 


XA-HDSOO Digital Audio Player 
with avery P500 purchase at 
any participating тай estabishments 


FAIRVIEW 


Per ОТЕНСА Рета No. A3-0210, Series of 2008 | Per DTLCavto Рети No. 078, Senes ot 2008 


A total of 25 units of JVC XA- 
HD500 Digital Audio Players are 
at stake in the raffle events. 
Every P500 purchase at any 
mall establishment gives 
shoppers the chance to win. 
At SM City Fairview, 15 units will 
be drawn at 10pm on March 19, 
2006. At SM City Dasmarifias, 
10 units will be drawn at 
10pm, also on March 19. 


SM Foodcourt - Customer 
gets one raffle coupon for 
every P150 single or 
accumulated purchase. 


SM Cinema - Customer gets 
one raffle coupon for every single 
purchase of four cinema tickets. 


Amusement Centers - 
Customer gets one raffle 
coupon for every P100 single 
purchase of tokens. 

In whichever mall you shop, 
you can win a new JVC audio 
appliance. 


What's new 

in Fairview 
SM CITY FAIRVIEW'S 
new wing makes it the first-choice 
destination of shoppers from the 
fast-growing communities of 
Fairview and neighboring 
areas.Coffee shops, restaurants 
and the biggest ACE hardware 
center are just some of the mall's 
attractions. Ф, 
Bringthekidsto Ў, . 


for a real fun time! 


2-4 
Play at the ou Ye 
BOWLING carey 
Always a great indoor sport! 


Supermalling for 
the whole family 
It's a great one-stop 
shopping event at 
SM CITY DASMARINAS 
on March 17, 18 and 19. 
Exciting half-price breaks await 
shoppers at SM Department Store, 
SM Supermarket, Ace Hardware, 
Our Home,Surplus Shop, 
SM Appliance Center, Sports 
Central, Watsons, and fashion 

boutique shops. 
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chance to 
enjoy 
CINEMA SM Cinema's 
“One, Two, Three, FREE” promo 
on the latest movies! Come in 
groups of 4 and get your cinema 
tickets for the price of 3. 
Offer good only during the 
3-Day Sale period. 


Pause from enc : 
all that Ht 
bargain- 
hunting at SM Food Court. Its 
tempting selection of specialty 


food counters make it the ideal 
place to chill out during the Sale. 
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Action, adventure 
pack latest film slate 


By Nestor U. Torre 


FILM BUFFS WHO ENJOYED "ICE AGE" 
should be interested to know that its sequel, 
“Тһе Meltdown," is due to open in town this 
month. 

‘This time around, the wacky trio of Manny 
the woolly mammoth, Sid the sloth and Diego 
the saber-toothed tiger are enjoying the perks 
of their now melting world. 

Manny thinks hes the last mammoth 
alive—until he finds Elie. He wants to start a 
family, but that can't happen because they 
can't stand each other—and Elie thinks she's a 
possum! 


Third installment 

For its part, “X-Men 3: The Last Stand," has 
а May 24 playdate. In the fantasy-film fran- 
chise's third installment, a scientist discovers 
a treatment for mutantism, thus altering the 
X-Men’s perception of their unique existence. 

“X-Men 3's” new mutant characters include 
Kelsey Grammer as Beast, Ellen Page as Kitty 
Pride, Dania Ramirez as Callisto, and Daniel 
Cudmore as Colossus. 

"Hostel" a horror-thriler produced by 
Quentin Tarantino, is about three American 
Backpackers who are lured into an Eastern Eu- 
topean hotel that doubles up as a torture cham- 
ber! Jay Hernandez stars and Eli Roth directs. 


Multi-talented Nick Cannon shoots for star- 
dom with “Underclassman,” an action-packed 
comedy about a cop who goes undercover in 
an elite high school to infiltrate a group of ul- 
tra-rich students under suspicion for murder. 

Cannon is the right new talent for the lead 
role because he's a successful actor-rapper- 
comic who's already made his mark on TV 
and in recordings. 


Avenger 

Milla Jovovich also scores in “Ultraviolet,” 
as the sci-fi action film's beautiful and lethal 
avenger. The film is set in the late 21st centu- 
ry: Asubculture of human has: emerged witha 
genetic mutation that causes enhanced speed, 
incredible stamina and acute intelligence 

As their numbers grow, they are treated as 
‘outcasts, and the government sets out to destroy 
them—but, Jovovich's character is determined 
that that doesn't happen. She becomes a rogue 
warrior bent on protecting her new 
‘wreaking vengeance on those who created it. 

And, in "Date Movie," funny girl Alyson 
Hannigan plays a fat woman who finally 
blooms into a sweet, svelte charmer. Billed as 
“the mother of all spoofs,” the production is 
replete with outrageous trailers and TV spots, 
and is the perfect starmaking vehicle for На: 
nigan, who first attracted attention in “Ameri- 
can Pie.” 


‘You Stand Watching’ is 
forgettable, harmless pap 


By Noelani Torre 


IF YOU KNOW WHO RYAN CABRERA IS 
then there's no doubt you know him more for 
his hyped-up relationship with the younger 
Miss Simpson than for his music. That, or his 
cross-between-an-overgrown-shrub-and-2- 
porcupine hairdo.» 

Sure, tracks from the singersongwriters 
2004 debut, “Take It АП Away" made it to Bill 
board's Top 10, but being noticed isn't the same 
as being remembered. Cabrera doesn't leave 
much of an impression because he sounds too 
much like everybody else. This is apparent in 
the firstalbum, but even more so in his most re- 
cent release, "You Stand Watching.” 


Pop scene 

The hints of grittiness in "Take It All Away" 
have been ironed out, leaving you with a 
pleasant-sounding record that doesn't sound 
all that different from the rest of the produc- 
tion-perfect CDs littering the pop scene. 

Maybe this is because the Goo Goo Dolls’ 
John Rzeznik is no longer the producer of his 
sophomore outing. This time, Cabrera him- 
self takes on that role, and the result is harm- 
less pap that won't offend parents. 

Cabrera, 23, appears to have regressed 10 
years in his lyric-writing. The meant-to-be 
poignant, romantic lines sound as though 
they ve been written by a 13-year-old: 

“TIL be your shelter when the weather is 
rough” ("From the Start”), and "With you gone 


туа 


CABRERA. Being noticed isn’t the same as 
being remembered. 


it plays ony 165 so hard to move on” (“With You 
Gone"). These lines just don't cut it. 

A catchy tune will make the most pedestri- 
an line sound like pure poetry, but unfortu- 
nately, he doesn’t have a single memorable 
hook in this 11-song, 37-minute-long record. 

The first album had at least two redeeming 
songs "True" and "On the Way Down." “You 
Stand Watching" has 11 nice-sounding tunes 
that you forget 10 seconds after they've 
stopped playing. 


Genuine musician 

This goes to show that sometimes, trying to 
establish yourself as a genuine musician by 
writing your own songs just isn’t the way to 
getarep. 

Cabrera may be more talented than Ashlee 
Simpson, but she knows how to put on a 
show—and he doesn't. 


They didn't sing their songs 


By Behn Cervantes 


THE WORLD KNOWS THAT 
Audrey Hepburn didn't sin, 
Could Have Danced All Night" 
when she portrayed Eliza 
Doolittle in "My Fair La- 
dy'—Marni Nixon did. 
Neither did Natalie Wood 
sing "I Feel Pretty" in "West 
Side Story" Much to Ava ^ 
Gardner's regret, her singing 
voice was dubbed in "Show 
Boat,” although it was used in 
the film's soundtrack. 
Dubbing for actors who couldn't sing 
was common Hollywood practice. But, 
what happens when this is done to 
singers—and why? 


to Preminger decided to do "Carmen Jones, 
an all-Black version of the opera, "Carmen." 

Preminger found his leading lady in 
Dorothy Dandridge, one of the first black 
performers to reach star status, Dandridge, 
being a singer, was deemed the perfect 
choice, but her voice was likewise dubbed 
because of the “operatic” demands of the 
arias. 

The vocal range of co-star Harry Belafonte, 
who played Joe, was also deemed too limited 
for the role’s requirements. So, his songs were 
likewise dubbed by another singer. 

Dorothy was nominated for best actress at 
the Oscars that year—some 40 years before 
ele БДУ copped the fst |ды actres 


DANDRIDGE. Won acclaim 
for “Carmen Jones.” 


award ever won by a black ac- 
tress. 

Because of the success of 
"Carmen Jones,” Dandridge 
was hired to play Bess in 
George Gershwins “Porgy 
and Bess,” starting Sidney 
Poitier, the first black actor to 
win a best actor award at the 

1 Oscars. Poitiers singing voice 
жаз also dubbed by another 
performer. 

Eleanor Parker received 
her third Oscar nomination 

for portraying opera diva, Marjorie 
Lawrence, in “Interrupted Melody.” But, 
the singing voice of another performer was 
used instead—Marjorie's. 
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School circuit for alternative films needed 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


FOR YEARS NOW, WEVE BEEN 
trying to do our share to help re- 
vive and revitalize the languishing 
movie scene. Our involvement in 
the Cinemalaya festival and the 
digital film movement has grati- 
fied us, but problems remain. 

Yes, good movies are being 
produced by digital filmmakers, 
but their distribution and screen- 
ing remain problematic. Some 
digital movies (like "Ang Pagdad- 
laga ni Maximo Oliveros” and 
"Big time") have been shown in 


mainstream theaters, but with 
decidedly mixed results. Not on- 
ly is the conversion from digital 
to 35mm expensive, but audi- 
ences are also spatse. 


Projector 

Sometime back, we suggested 
to the digital filmmakers we've 
been mentoring to band togeth- 
er, purchase their own digital 
film projector, and create a new, 
alternative, school-based circuit. 
for digital movies. 

We pointed out to tliem that” 
schools are the best venues for 


digital productions, because most 
such movies are made by young 
writers and directors, Also, digital 
films are edgy, “now,” confront to- 
days issues, and are thus of partic- 
‘ular interest to the engaged youth. 

Digital movies should find a 
welcoming home on campuses and 
also help in the educational pro: 
cess, because films that tackle sig- 
nificant and relevant issues would 
generate illuminating discussions 
right after they're screened. 

The big question now is, 
would school administrators and 
teachers support sucha traveling. 


circuit, and motivate their stu- 
dents to attend its screenings? 


Major boost 

We urge school officials to do 
this, because there are rich edu- 
cational dividends to be reaped, 
and it would be a major boost to 
the worthy goal of nationwide 
film education. 

Also, both teachers and students 
would learn a lot from the new film- 
makers themselves, who should 
make themselves available for dis- 
cussions following each screening. 

1t you're an educator and agree 


that this is an important new 
movement to support, do get in 
touch with us, and we can connect 
you with the digital filmmakers 
we've been talking to. 

Granted, creating an alterna- 
tive screening circuit is a major 
endeavor, but if enough interest- 
ed and supportive people decide. 
to help make it happen, it will! 

Теза key effort, because It could 
help keep the digital flm move- 
ment going, and solve the daunt- 
ing venue problem thats been 
frustrating many new filmmakers, 

‘The support of schools has 
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NATHAN Lopez topbilled 
coming-of-age indie, “Maximo 
Oliveros.” 


boosted theater in these parts, as. 
students buy hundreds and even 
thousands of tickets to watch se- 
mi-pro plays and musicals 

The same support should be 
extended to digital movies as 
well, because they are truly the 
wave ofthe future, 
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heretofore prideful and prejudiced 
but now besotted Darcyl 

Later, however, Darcy (Matthew 
MacFadyen) is humbled and 
brought down to his knees by his 
unrequited love for Lizzie, and 
helps her family out of a tight 
squeeze. So, she is startled to dis- 
cover that she has fallen madly in 
love with him—and, even better, on 
her own terms. 


Eventful 

This battle of wills and hearts is de- 
lightful to see unfold, and its quite 
eventful, despite the production's 
two-hour length. 

Time passes fast when you are 
both entertained and made to think 


about the unnecessary rules that 
make life and love miserable for so 
many people, 

Oscar nominee Keira Knightley 
paces the movie with her incandes- 
cent and insightful performance. But, 
the stellar ensemble contributes а 
gorgeous gallery of other noteworthy 
characterizations that prevents the 
production from deteriorating into a 
solitary star tum. MacFadyen, 
Blethyn and Sutherland keep Knight- 
ley spirited company, indeed. 

But, even this exceptional ensem- 
ble doesn’t run away with the film. It 
must share the plaudits with its other 
production aspects, including script, 
direction, cinematography, design 
and scoring 
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Unlike other period movies that as- 
sume a series of pallid, passive poses, 
this movie energizes its material with 
complex blocking, camerawork and 
editing, to make viewers feel that life 
is excitingly, throbbingly happening 
allaround them. 


Instructive 

Thus are viewers drawn into the 
heart of the film's romantic action and 
social drama, and they emparhize 
with the movie's principal characters 
all the way to the production's the- 
matically instructive ending. 

Pride and prejudice are powerful 
racial totems, but ove—the great teach- 
er and equalizer—makes blubbering 
lovestruck schoolboys of them both! 
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WATERFRONT CEBU CITY HOTEL & CASINO 
(WOCHO), Cebu City’s only S61-room conven- 
tion Hotel, located in Lahug, embarks on a new, 
one-of-a-kind offering for its guests: Unlimited 
internet time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For 
free. No hitch, no catch. Hotel guests now have 
the opportunity to enjoy free, unlimited, high- 
speed, wireless access to the world wide web at 
the Lobby Lounge, in all function rooms, and in 
the Gourmet Walk, where the Hotels numerous 
restaurants are located: Uno, Tin бом 
Madeleine, Mizu, La Gondola and the Treff Bar. 

'WCCHC offers this first-of its-kind service in 
partnership with GlobeQUEST WiZ or Wireless 
Intemet Zone, serving genuine broadband 
speeds with a bandwith that begins at a whop- 
ping S12 kbps. Launched as the 1st WIZ Hotspot 
Hotel in the country, Waterfront has been offer- 
ing broadband Internet service since 2004. 

Just this March, fueled by the company's in- 
cessant goal to continually provide its guests 
with first-rate, pioneering services, WiFi access at 
broadband speed is now available at no cost, no 
time limit, no passwords, codes or LAN cards. 

So whether one is in a power lunch with 
«бет», a national convention, or in a coffee get- 
together with friends, as long as уоште in Water- 
front (WCCHC), you can easily fire up a laptop 
ога handheld computer with Wi-Fi, click on the 
GlobeQUEST WIZ network that instantly ap- 
pears, and you're online: good to surf with plug 
‘and play convenience, to check and send emails, 


THE BELLEVUE'S DRINK 


OFTHEMONTH 

The Bellevue Hotel, 

 Alabang's definitive social 

and business destination and 

the premier concert venue of 

the south, announces its newer => 

and better website, 
wwwthebellevue.com. Featuring 7% 
auserdrendlyinteracewith | 
substantial information on. 
accommodations, dining, meetings 

and events, facilities, promotions 

and The Bellevue Grand Ballroom, y 
thesite also featuresa 360 degree 

view ofthe suites, grand ballroom — 
and the 20/20 entertainment center 7 
fora better feel ofthe Believue's ^ 
distinct brand of comfortánd. 

luxury. Indulge in Marchin’ 
Chocolate, The Bellevue Hotel's 
“соге month. Pupscy ел ^j 
his cheers to all graduates — a nice” / 
graduation gift for you to take) 

home with every purchase 2065 

creamy concoction worth P300+ +. 

For inquiries, call 71-8181. 


E 


to stay productive even when you're outside the 
wired office or home. 

Make the most of the opportunity to integrate 
web access into your daily routine with Water- 
front Cebu City Hotel & Casino's ‘fee time’ for 


you. 

Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & Casino is listed 
in JiWire's Global Hotspot Directory, the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date guide to the more 
than 60,000 free and commercial hotspot loca- 
tions in nearly 100 countries around the world, 
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as one of 14 Hotspot Hotels in the Philippines. 
The directory is available online, for PDAS (via 
AvantGo), and as a software download for the 
PCor Mac аг: wwwjiwire.com 

Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & Casino (WC- 
СНС) is located at 1 Salinas Drive, Lahug Cebu 
Ciy Philippines. For inquiries and reservations, 
please contact (032) 232-6888: ‘Conventions: 
Local 8044; Food and Beverage: 8200; 8201; 
Front Office: 8133. Manila Sales and reserva- 
tions Office at (02) 687-0888. 


Value conference packages 
at City Garden Hotel 


FOR ONE-ON-ONE MEETINGS 
and get together, City Garden Hotel 
‘Makati has two restaurants that you 
can choose from: Le Jardin Restau- 
rant, with its warm and relaxing 
dining experience, and its more 
popular Roofdeck Bar and Grill that 
gives you a cozy dining experience 
‘with a great view of the Makati sky- 
line, is offering its Chef's Special of 


“Ribs BBQ & Grills”. 


Its luxurious yet cozy environ- 
ment immediately transports you 
away from the hustle and bustle of 
the city into its uniquely comforting 
environment, a perfect retreat fora 
stressed out businessman. Its 160- 
well appointed Italian inspired 
rooms make for a comfortable stay, 
without keeping one totally away 
from it all. For as low as P1,450 per 
person based on twin sharing, all 
the rooms are equipped with the 


latest room amenities like cable TV 
‘with remote control, in-room safe, 
IDD/NDD telephone, automated 
wake-up call, well-stocked minibar, 
facsimile access port, and a fast In- 
temet access. In fact, wherever you 
are in the hotel, one can easily avail 
ofa fast Internet access. 

For the health and beauty buff 
City Garden Hotel Makati boasts of 
а well-equipped Health Club, а 
swimming pool and the Body & 
Face by Mendez Spa, to indulge on. 
A perfect way to relax. 

City Garden Hotel Makati is lo- 
cated in Макай restaurant strip at 
7870 Makati Avenue comer 
Kalayaan Avenue, Makati City. For 
reservations or inquires, please call 
(02) 899-1111, or its domestic toll 
free number 1-800-101-GARDEN 
(427336), or at www.citygardenho- 
telscom 


The Palm Hotels graduation package for 2006 


THE PALM HOTELS HONOR THE GRADUATES 
242006 with this year’s special packages making 
Graduation Day a special and memorable event 
of their lifetime. 

Las Palmas Hotel is proud to present its Grad- 
uation Blow-out to the Graduates of 2006. They 
will surely enjoy the special rate of P1,600 net for 
single, double or twin occupancy, plus a surprise 
gift. For reservations, you may visit the Sales Of- 
fice at 1616 A. Mabini St, Malate, Manila or call 


521-1000 or 524-5612. For additional informa- 
tion, email sales@laspalmashotel.com.ph. 

Palm Plaza Hotel celebrates Graduation Day! 
тһе graduates may get a room for single or dou- 
ble occupancy for only P1,600 net. For inquiries 
and reservations, you may сай the Sales Office at 
the 522-1000 or 524-7127. For more informa- 
tion, e-mail sales@palmplazahotelcom. Palm 
Plaza Hotel is located at 524 Pedro Gil cor. M. 
Adriatico St, Malate, Manila. 


Executive Plaza Hotel congratulates Batch 
2006 Graduates! Situated at 1630 A. Mabini St, 
Malate, Manila, the graduates can avail of their 
special blow out of P1,700 net, for double or 
twin occupancy. For inquiries and reservations, 
you may visit or call the Sales office at 523-1000 
or 525-8969. For more information, e-mail 
sales@executiveplazahiotel.com, 

‘All promos are open for local residents and ba- 
likbayans only. 


Fiesta San Miguel salutes the graduates of 2006 


FIESTA SAN MIGUEL SALUTES THE GRADU- 
ates of 2006 and offers the "Graduation Plat- 
ter Package” - a “family style" set menu spe- 
cially created to celebrate the occasion. 
‘Choose from the Graduation Meat Platter 
(consist of buffalo chicken wings, chicharong 
bulaklak, pata ng baboy, footlong, veal 
bratwurst, cheese kreines, atchara and 


mashed potato), Seafood Platter (consist of 
kilawin tanigue, gambas, calamares, nilasing 
na hipon, mashed potato, mashed potato and 
coleslaw), and the Mixed Meat & Seafood 
Platter (consist of chicken wings, chicharong 
bulaklak, nilasing na hipon, calamares and 
potato wedges) for a hefty feast with your 
family and peers. The ‘Graduation Platter 


Package” starts at only P450+ +. As an added 
treat, every order comes with a complimenta: 
ту 0.3 liter mug of fresh brewed beer for the 
graduates. 

Hurry! 125 summer fiesta at Fiesta San 
Miguel. 

For inquiries and dining reservations, cal 
897-3333 extension 3308. 


People, Eventsc? Products 


WIWAG SEMINARS END IST YEAR WITH A BANG 


The Education for Youth 
Enterprise (EYE) Foun- 
dation capped 2005 with 
five more Wiwag Busi- 
ness Week student sem- 
inars. Sponsors were 
Holcim Philippines inc 
for Mindanao State Uni- 
versity-ligan Institue of 
Technology and for Bu- 
lacan State University 


HMG, MMC HOLD COLLABORATIVE MEDICAL FORUM 
Houston Medical Group (HMG) Inco- MMC vascular surgeon; Dr. Steve 
operation with Makati Medical Center Nazareth, MMC urologist; Dr. Dante 
recently presented а collaborative Dator, MMC urologist-Immunothera- 
medical forum on Advancements in рі; Dr. Gary Lorenzo, MMC hema- 
Cancer Treatment trom the Texas tologist-oncologist; Dr. Brian Miles; 
Medical Center. For more information, Dr. Sewa Legha; Warren Whitehead, 
you may contact HMG at 888-8286. SLEH Int! services vice preside 
Shown in photn are Dr Victor Gishert. and Leo de Leon, HMG president. 


| | 
Phinma Foundation inc м4 


for Araullo Universi; SERER 
Patron Foundation ine for University of Макай; and Plipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp or Polytechnic University of the Philippines. Recently, the Roxas Gargollo 
Foundation inc signed a Memorandum of Agreement to sponsor а Wiwag рісі 
project in Batangas State University in Nasugbu, Batangas. EYE Foundation 
President Jocolyn Perez and Pedro Roxas, president о! Roxas Gargollo Founda 
Ton Ine, signed the MoA, witnessed by EYE Foundation executive director Elaine 
Gap nd Roxas Gago Faunqgon ect dro Ноу uta gy 
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ished school before pursuing 
passion for acting. 


By Jocelyn Valle. 


ONCE AGAIN, IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
"when students march out of the classrooms 
and into the workforce. 

That's what Dennis Trillo did some years 
ago after earning a degree in intemational 
studies from Miriam College. After a short 
stint on a senators staff and in a telecommu- 
nications company, the self-confessed film 
‘buff followed his heart and tried his luck in 
show business. 


Balance 

Other stars find ways to balance their stud- 
ies and show business: Bettina Carlos, for in- 
stance, who's taking up AB Humanities at the 
Ateneo, chooses the "saner" taping schedule 
ofa TV hosting job ЗЕ" on ОТУ Channel 11) 
overa drama series. 

Francine Prieto juggles a daily primetime 
show (Encantadia: Pagibig Hanggang 


JACKSON, COWELL AND ABDUL. Joining a 
singing tilt is serious business. 


Competing 


to win 


By Nestor U. Torre 


AS ATHLETES COMPETING IN THE 
Olympics know only too well, the medals go 
only to those who compete, not just to try 
their luck, but to win. 

With every last fiber of their being, they 
strive mightily to shave milliseconds off exist- 
ing records. 

‘When they step to receive their hard-won 
medals, they are completely drained, as though 
they have scaled a veritable mountain. 

If this is how it goes in sports competitions, 
why should it be any different or easier in tilts 
in other spheres of human ability—for in- 
stance, singer searches like ‘American Idol"? 
Why, indeed? 

ЗАР" jurors Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul and 
Randy Jackson want this year’s finalists to re- 
alize that the popular and top-rating competi- 
tion is much more than justa singing tilt. 


Contestants 

‘Throughout the audition period, and especial- 
ly after the 24 finalists were selected, they have 
been urging the remaining contestants to see 
that, just as there's much at stake in the competi- 
tion, it also requires a lot from its contestants. 

Potential "АЈ" winners don't just need to 
sound and look good, they should also know 
which songs to choose to project their 
strengths in the best possible light. 

They are constantly being urged to stop 
playing it safe, because both jurors and view- 
ers remember only the finalists who make a 
unique impression on them. 

Finalists should remember that, after a 
while, contestants’ performances tend to be- 
come a blur, especially when they are evenly 
matched, so a special quality or “X-factor” is 
needed fora contestant to avoid elimination. 

és OK for a finalist to have fun while per- 
forming, because that makes his singing fresh. 
But, he should realize that, the performer's 
enjoyment aside, competing in a singing tilt is 
serious business. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘Wakas,"), two weekly comedy programs, “Bahay 
Мо ‘Ba To?" and "Bubble Gang," —and working 
ona college degree at Adamson University 
“When get home from taping, I just take a 
shower and go straight to class. I's tough, but 
Т persevere. Education is important to me, 
kasi hindi habang buhay ang career sa show 


biz,” she explains. 

Tor her part, Melanie Marquez, who's cur- 
rently pursuing a degree in business adminis- 
tration through a home study program, encour- 
ages her colleagues in show biz to give educa- 
tion another go. "Iba ang kaalamang hindi pwe- 
deng nakawin ninuman,” she stresses. 
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Not only is a stellar show biz career at stake, Hr: t por т 2 ea 
but huge prizes are up for grabs as well. So, only 222 Unbeatable пејтећ, rePreshmens, 007; RDA Vitamin C = | 
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Empathy rePreshing way to beat the tropitol об 

1n addition, singers need to know how to 2 № A м Ж) АРРУЗ 
connect with their audience, to generate em- DES M WE 
pathy, and to make viewers care so strongly enu 
for them that they'll support them with their 
votes—all the way. 

Finalists should also know which songs to 
avoid performing. For instance, don't sing 
songs strongly identified with a famous 
singer, because your interpretation will most 
likely be unfairly compared to the original. 

Finally, contestants should perform so well 
that they come off as clearly superior to the 
тезе of the field of finalists. This "wow factor" 
is what makes stars different from and better 
than the madding crowd, and is musical tilts’ 
equivalent to Olympic gold! 
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By Nestor U. Torre 
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sial productions, but 
the most heatedly 
discussed and fought 
over flm was the 
Palestinian produc- 
tion, "Paradise Now." 

We had already 
gotten word about its 
controversial nature, 
so we lined up early 
for our ticket to see 
the film. 


SRO affair 

It's a good thing 
that we got our ticket. 
right away, because 
the screening turned 
‘out to be an SRO af- 
fair. 

We'd heard that, in 
some screenings of 
the movie in other 
countries, | some 
members of the audi- 
ence had loudly 
protested its show- 
ing, labeling it a bi- 
ased propaganda 
piece in favor of 
Palestinian terrorists. 

At the Bangkok 
filmfest, however, 
the audience took the 
film more in stride, 
and at the end of the 
screening, there were 
то boos—there was 
even a smattering of 
applause. 

Right after the 
screening, a number 
of ers stayed on 
at the theater lobby 
to discuss what they 
had seen, and most 
of them shared that, 
for a Palestinian pro- 
duction, they found 
the film fairly bal- 
anced. 


Suicide bombers 

They pointed out 
that, although the 
production | spent 
most of its running 
time "humanizing" 
its two main suicide 
bombers and ex 
plaining why they 
had been pushed to 
taking this extreme 
step. 

The movie also 
bothered to discuss 
arguments against 
terrorism, and to pre- 
sent characters who 
felt that terrorism in- 
creased oppression 
and wouldn't lead (0 
the defeat of an op- 
pressive regime. 

The film's title 
refers to the promise 
of heaven that sui- 
cide bombers hold on 
to, to steel them- 
selves into deciding 
to give up their lives 
to boost their cause. 

The production 
traces the incidents 
in the lives of two 
young Palestinian 
men as they move 
from their world of 
work toa new, potent 
rendezvous with 
death—as instru- 
ments of terror in 
Nablus. 


Ominous 

Said and his 
friend, Khaled, work 
as car mechanics in 
an old garage. They 
take time off, relax, 
smoke a water pipe, 
and do all of the usu- 
al things that young 
men do—unti 
they're approached 
by a man who brings 
them ап ominous 
message. 

From that mo- 
ment on, they be- 
come comrades in 
arms, intent only on. 
preparing — them- 
selves for their dead- 
ly mission. 

This is where the 
film's pace changes, 
and rather than the 
expected  melodra- 
ma, viewers witness 
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FROM RONA DE LIM: "How did the classic. 
movie line, ‘You're nothing but a second- 
rate, trying-hard copycat,” from ‘Bituing 
Walang Ningning’ come about?” 


‘The classic catfight 
between Dorina Pine- 
da (played by Sharon 
Cuneta) and Lavinia 
Arguelles (Cherie Gil) 
over fame and Nico Es- 
cobar (Christopher de 
Leon) in Emmanuel H. Borlaza and Leroy Sal- 
vadors "Bituing Walang Ningning” (1985) 
has become an indelible part of local cinema's 
movie lore—from its scathing verbal ex- 
changes and “succulent” face-slapping se- 
quences to the campy but oh-so-Pinay water- 
and-wine throwing scene, 


SHow Biz 
Q&A 


Rito P Asilo 


More punch 

The original script only had the line: 
“You're nothing but a copycat!” But, the scene 
needed more punch. So, acting icon Tommy 
Abuel—who was in the cast— suggested spic- 
ing up the verbal tussle by adding "second- 
Tate" and “trying hard” to the caustic 
line—and, given Cherie's aptitude for deliver- 
ing “venomous” lines directed at initially sub- 
servient female protagonists, voila! 

‘Another bit of trivia: The role of Lavinia 
was originally offered to Zsa Zsa Padilla, who 
wasn't ready then to wear a bathing suit and 
do kissing scenes. Padilla went on to become a 


%, THESYCIP 
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Sister act 


GRACE йк — 
Chuachiaco and Ad- 
die Sycip-Cukingnan 
put up the Kitaro 
food chain with five 
friends. 

Grace and Addie 
were just teenagers 
‘when their dad, John 
Sycip, passed away. 

After graduation, 
the sisters, together 
with Dr. Zenaida Pan- 
ganiban, Luzviminda 
Fine, Susana Ong, 
sister in law Marian 
Sycip and Li Pantoja, 
put up a garment fac- 
tory which, unfortu- 
nately, failed to take 
off. 


i 
Man 


50, the MN Batanes 
Photo Safari is sched- 
шей from April 12 to 
15 (jointly with Fies- 
ta Tours). Call B99- 
1767 or 896-3208. 
Email ^ mandy- 
mavasero yahoo.com 


Constant trips 
:The ladies then 
brainstormed and 
founded Kitaro im 
1999. From Grace 
and Addie's constant 
tips abroad, they 
came up with the 
idea of selling sushi 
and sashimi at afford- 
able prices—and 
voila, their hard work 
finally paid off: The 
franchise now has 41 
branches! 

Next month, Kitaro 
will be awarded the 
Globalbrand's Seal of 
Quality as the Biggest 
Japanese Restaurant 
Chain in the Philip 
pines, while the Sycip 
sisters will be given the 
Year-Ender Excellence 
Model Achiever Award 
for Business and En- 
trepreneurship. 


The Mandy 
Navasero Summer 
Photoworkshop will 
start on April 8, and 
runs until May 27. Al- 
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good actress herself. But, if she played the de- 
manding role, would she have made a better 
nemesis to poor Dorina? 

On а personal note, Г like to thank three 
of my high school mentors— Gloria Geverola, 
Gilda Bayla and Henrietta Sosmefa—for 
their wonderful company over sumptuous 
lunch when 1 visited my beloved mom, Dr 
Vinefreda P Asilo, in Davao last week. 
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"The Shocking Video 
that Rocked the Whole Country" 
The мало iwo girls ang а boy of barely legal ape are 
азим having sex on ope. Who or they? Why did thay de 17 
wero are hoy now? 

Thé fim draws answers rom tho urbon lagonds that grew 
around tho controversial sex videos and tht нші s a пи. 
müroos narrative with steer af mock documontary 
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By Rito P. Asilo 
FOR MANY YEARS NOW, THE RECORDING 


industry has been reeling from the debilitat- 
ing effects of piracy. Indeed, the problem is as 
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ràmpantas ever. 

But, many local music aficionados refuse to 
languish in endless rhetoric and focus instead 
оп a few bright spots: The rise of indies (which 
infuse the concert and recording scenes with 
fresh new blood and innovative ideas); more af- 
fordable prices, and the reemergence of well- 
loved standards and OPM classics. 


‘Treasure trove 

In his well produced solo recording, the 12- 
track “Мда Awit-Pelikula ni Christopher de 
Leon,” the country's most enduring dramatic 
heartthrob flexes his vocal pipes and taps into 
the local film industry's treasure trove of well- 
loved movie themes and little-known gems. 
‘Appropriately, the songs come from some of 
his most memorable big-screen classics. 

Polished but not without flaws (a vocal 
coach should have reined in the actor's vibra- 
to in some numbers), De Leon delivers stir- 
ting renditions of Ryan Cayabyab's “Iduyan 
Мо? (from "Aguila"); Roni and GiGi Cordero's 
“Hanggang” (from “Dekada '70"); Joseph 
Olfindo and Jun Latonio's "Tuwing Umaga" 
(from “Kung Mangarap Kat Magising"); 
George Canseco and Rey Valera’s “Sinasamba 
Kita"; Willy Cruz's “Bituing Walang Ningning” 
and, our top picks, Jim Paredes’ “Sisikat Din 
Ако” (from "Kakabakaba Ka Ba?") and Willy 
Cruz and Baby Gil's "Beloved." 

Regine Velasquez and Sharon Cuneta, join 
him in his covers of Louie Ocampo's “You Are 
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and worthy c 


Cruz and бїх “балау Maghintay ang Walang 
Hanggan” (from “Bituing Walang Ningning’). 


No-frills version 

Remakes that also deserve the radio airplay 
they're enjoying right now are Nina's no-frills 
version of Eric Kaz and Tom Snow's “Ill Al- 
ways Love You” (featured in the CD sound- 
track of the Richard Gutierrez-Angel Locsin 
starrer “I Will Always Love You”) and Piolo 
Pascual’s soulful cover of Tony Macauley's 
“Don't Give Up On Us" (included in Piolo's 
“Platinum Hits” album). 

For her part, Velasquez has, of late, been busy 
guesting іп many singers’ recordings—from 
Nonoy Zuniga’s “Тһе Love Album” (in Hey- 
mann and Young's "When I Fall in Love") to 
Christopher de Leon's debut collection. 

Tn “Bakit Ba Iniibig Ka?,” Asia's Song Bird 
plays beautiful music with young balladeer, 
Erik Santos (culled from the latter’ latest com- 
pilation, "Loving You Now"). The husky- 
voiced singing champion comes into his own 
by bravely venturing into originals. 


Vocal bliss 

If you prefer to listen to Regine non-stop, 
though, the singer's latest release, "Covers, 
Vol. 2,” features 16 songs of unadulterated 
musical fun and vocal bliss. Topping the play 
list: Hall and Oates’ “Kiss on My List,” Paul 
McCartney's "Silly Love Songs"; Sheena East- 
on's "So Much in Love," Jeff Lynne’s “Xanadu” 


‘My Song” (from "Wanted: Perfect Mother") and and Alanis Morissette's "Head Over Feet.” 


Five-channel lineup beefs up НВО programming 


AS PART OF ITS HBO/MAX PAK PROMO TO young and the young at heart. HBO Hits (for 
expand its multi-channel programming strat- the busy viewer) showcases seven block- 
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egy, HBO Asia will launch three new premium 
channels next month—HBO Sig- 
nature, HBO Family and HBO 
Hits—to complement the main 
HBO channel (for blockbuster 
films) and Cinemax (for action and sus- 
pense). 

НВО Asia’s Caroline Wong was in town this 
week to introduce the novel concept: HBO 
Signature offers provocative features like 
Mike Nichol's "Closer," Hector Babenco's grit- 
ty Brazilian prison drama, "Carandiru," HBO 
originals like "Dirty War," as well as baci 
back marathons of popular series like "The. 
Sopranos," "Carnivale" and "Curb Your En- 
thusizsm." 

HBO Family features wholesome flicks 
(animated films, well-loved domestic dramas 
and romantic-comedies like "The American 
President" and "The First Wives Club") for the 


buster movies every week that are pro- 
grammed in a cascading schedule. 


MONTAGE ‘Archipelago Sanctuaries’ 


Make sure you get а copy of 
‘Amadis Ма. Guerrero sixth travel book, “The 
‘Archipelago Sanctuaries.” In his latest collection, 
Guerrero once again explores the beautiful 
Philippine countryside—from tourist-friendly 
spots (Banaue, Sagada, El Nido) to little-known 
but nevertheless beautiful destinations (Badian, 
‘Tablas, Orani)—and makes the usually staid trav- 
Форме book genre entertaining and engaging. 
The author peppers his compact, detail- 
heavy prose with wit, humor (“It was not a 
Rush Supper,” he describes the fine crafts- 
manship of a "Last Supper" carving), social 
commentaries and helpful tips on how to get 
to these places—a valuable book for local 
tourists and insatiable travelers this summer, 
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Budget deficit kept bel 


Despite overspending, 2-month shortfall reach 


By DaximL. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS LARGEST AIRLINE 
"will progressively increase the wages and 
benefits of its pilots as part of a broader 
Е -personnel retention program to Бе im“ 
{plemented over the next few years. 
Б.” Philippine Airlines (PAL) has already 
implemented the first phase of the plan 
| with pilots’ retirement pay being hiked 
2 to 33У: days for every year of service, 
representing a 50-percent hike from 
the old level of 22% days for every year 
inservice. 

PAL president Jaime J. Bautista said 
the program was meant to stem the ex- 
dus of the flag carrier's pilots to higher 
paying jobs with foreign airlines. 

"We are implementing measures to 
address the problem," Bautista said in a 
recent interview with reporters. 

He said the immediate solution to 
the airline pilot "brain drain" was to in- 
crease their salaries and benefits. 

‘At present, PAL pilots earn as little as 
$4,000 a year for co-pilots of small jet 
aircraft on domestic routes, to as much 
as $7,000 for full-fledged captains on 
wide-body jets like the Boeing 747-400 
and the Airbus A340, which are used 
for long-haul, international flights. 

In contrast, foreign airlines—espe- 
cially the more affluent Middle East- 
based carriers—attract pilots with 
packages that start at $10,000 a year. 

During the briefing, PAL vice presi- 
dent for flight operations John R. An- 
drews revealed that the pilot exodus 
began in earnest three years ago, when 
nine pilots resigned to join foreign car- 

riers. In 2004, 22 pilots left, followed 
by another 28 pilots last year. 


“PAL to pay more, train more to.stem pilot exodus 


FILIPINO pilots earn about $4,000 to $7,000 a year—a far cry from the packages 
offered by foreign airlines that start at $10,000 a year. 


“So far this year, 15 have already ге. 
signed, and its only March,” Andrews 
said. 


by tobacco and beer magnate Lucio C. 
Tan. 
Bautista said 
here are over 700 registered com- сап afford to pay higi 
mercial pilots in the country, of which their pilots because they 
over 400 work for PAL, which ізбитей еу; 
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ed only P40.4B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE NATIONAL GOVERN- 
ment kept its cash budget 
shortfall at P40.4 billion for 
the first two months of this 
year—16 percent below the 
ceiling—as improved rev- 
enue collections offset high- 
er spending due to debt ser- 
vicing. 

The Department of Finance yesterday 
announced that in February, when the 2- 
percentage increase in the value-added 
tax rate (VAT) took effect, the fiscal 
deficit amounted to P25 billion or P2.2 
billion lower than the ceiling. 

The government was able to keep its 
two-month budget deficit below the pro- 
grammed ceiling of P48.1 billion, despite 
some overspending in February. 

Our revenueenhancing measures 
are yielding desired results," Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves said. "Hope- 
fully, this will help us achieve our rev. 
enue goal this year.” 

The collections of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue, Bureau of Customs and Bu- 
reau of Treasury jumped across the board, 
helping the government raise P136.9 bil- 
lion in revenues for January to February. 

The figure exceeded by P9.1 billion 
the 2-month revenue target set at P127.8 
billion. 

‘The two-month revenues also grew by 
21.1 percent compared to the P113.1 bil- 
lion posted in the same period last year. 

‘The BIR exceeded its collection target 
for the first two months by P2.5 billion as 
revenues, which hit P91.2 billion, went 
up 23.8 percent versus a year ago: 
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Shares up 0.39% 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 

0.39 percent higher, hitting their high- 

est level in six weeks as investors 

bought bank stocks amid an improved ., 

outlook for the sector, dealers said. " 

However, the financial sector was the 

only one to see significant interest, with ^1 

trading reported to be light elsewhere in 7 

the market 

The composite index added 8.40 points if 

'to 2,150.17 after trading between — ^ 
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BUSINESS 


Monster in raw 


THE LATEST PUBLIC SURVEY 
laid that more and more people nowa- 
Gays “distrust” this cute administration 
pf Gloriaetta. 

"To think that our dear propagandists 
at the Palace are trying their best to 
nake her appear even cuter, through 
inore public appearances with full me- 
qia coverage. 
| Now if, despite her determined effort 
to appear “cute,” the survey still say 
that people distrust her just the same, 
perhaps her PR line of attack is not 
working. 
| And the wonder of it all is that Glori- 
aetta and her handlers—ie., all those 
hangers-on in the Palace—insist on fol- 
Jowing the same ineffective formula. 

‘Why can't our leader, for once, just 
io what must be done, forget about 
opularity and all that s..t, and let the 
eople see the tangible results of her 
Pará work instead? 

At the end of the day, nobody can 
fool the public. Popularity, really, is 
pot a media game. It grows from the 


actual results of government policies 
and action. 

For one, the business community has 
been begging this cute administration 
to do something about Napocor. You 
know, that dilly-dallying on the privati- 
zation program. 

Napocor is lagging behind—and 
quite miserably—in the legislated 
schedule concerning the sale of its pow- 
er plants. It even lied to Congress about 
the privatization progress. 

Time and again, able and willing in- 
vestors air their frustration over this 
monster called Napocor, only to be to 
given the cold shoulder by Malacafiang. 

Of course Gloriaetta and her boys аге 
busy trying to appear cuter. Meantime, 
big-time kickbacks and grandscale cor- 
ruption go on in Napocor. 

175 hard to earn public trust and busi- 
ness confidence that way. 

Through years of perceived corruption 
involving billions of pesos, Napocor ac- 
quired the distinction of having the sec- 
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does not belong to him legally. And don't 
tell me Napocor does not know that! 

Why does Napocor seem to delay the 
privatization program on purpose? 

One explanation in business is 
Napocor's stranglehold on the importa- 
tion of fuel for all the power plants in 
the country—whether coal, bunker or 
diesel. 

Napocor, you see, enjoys tax-free 
privileges, which private power plants 
donot have. That's three percent off the 
import cost right away. 

It is widely known in business there- 
fore that fuel importation is one of the 
biggest rackets of the Napocor “mafia,” 
whose members by the way are still ac- 
tive. 

Importation of fuel for power plants 
is estimated at $300 million a year. At 
the usual kickback rate of 10 percent, 
that's $30 million. Its about P1.5 billion 
a year. Nice sideline for the “mafia.” Of 
course we, the public, get the raw end 
of the deal 

So why will the Napocor “mafia” sell 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. 
Banal III 


ond most costly electricity rate in Asia. 

Well, at least we are somewhere 
there atthe top of something. 

Tt seems to the business community 
that Napocor—or to be more precise, 
the “mafia” in Napocor—wants to keep 
it that way. 

Take the coal power plant in Calaca, 
Batangas, which was supposed to have 
been privatized by now. 

Napocor still does not hold the land 
title forthe site of the plant. Can you be- 
lieve that? Heres more: Napocor has 
been working on the land tile for the 
past 10 years. 

‘Will somebody please tell me how on. 
earth can anyone sell something which 
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the power plants if they will lose а fortune?" 

At the same time, what makes the Маросог: 
“mafia” sideline sustainable is another г 
deal in which Napocor transferred P200 
lion of its debts to the national government. 

‘That even inspired Napocor president Cyril 
del Callar to announce the good news that» 
Napocor broke even last year. Without doing 
anything, actually! 

Here's how it happened: The national gov- 
ernment issued bonds. Out of the proceeds; it~ 
then bought Napocors own bonds. After 
some time, the national government wrote off > 
the Napocor bonds. 2 

The Commission on Audit commented that it + 
would have been cheaper for the government if * 
it just gave the money directly to Napocor. 

For one, why would anybody "invest" in. 
Napocor bonds. It has been bleeding. No sane 
person would ever buy its bonds. Only our- 
government would. 

‘And that was actually all part of the racket.” 
Through the circuitous route, our govern- 
ment paid for commissions, legal fees алд” 
consultancy fees. 

In uncovering the deal, COA noted that the 
government paid some P615 million in “ex- 
penses" for the bond flotation. Remember the 
"financial advisers" for such a flotation nor- 
mally get three to five percent of the entire 
amount of the bonds. 

Goodness, this is better than jueteng. And 
its legal. 

‘And so who makes money? Why, some peo- 
ple at the Department of Finance, of course! 
‘And surely the Napocor “mafia!” 

So why can’t this cute administration just 
do its job and get rid of this raw-deal monster 
called Napocor? Don't tell me somebody in 
the Palace is also into the racket! 


Budget . 


The BOC and ВТ: likewise exceeded their 
collection targets by P1.2 billion and P4.9 bil- 
lion, respectively. The BOC's collections rose 
by 29.2 percent, while BTr's figure contracted , 
bya marginal 1.5 percent versus a year ago. 

For February alone, revenue collections of, 
the BIR and BOC jumped by 31.7 percent and. 
36.6 percent from a year ago, hitting P41.7" 
billion and P12.6 billion, respectively. — . 

Starting Feb. 1, the government raised the 
VAT rate to 12 percent from 10 percent, фе: 
single fiscal reform deemed as necessary 10, 
stabilize state finances, although full revenue 
impact is not expected until April. 

The ВТ) on the other hand, posted a hefty, 
78.2 percent rise in February collections from. 
last year, reaching P6.7 billion. й 

For February. government spending 
amounted to P89.2 billion, 23.5 percent high- 
er than the figure spent in the same month, 
last year. The government also spent P4.1 bi 
lion in excess ofits expenditure ceiling.” 

Government expenditures during the first 
two months reached P177.3 billion, rising by: 
15.8 percent versus the comparable period 
2005. It overshot the ceiling by P1.4 billion. 

Excluding funds used for interest payments, 
the DOF said the government’ primary surplus 
for February would have amounted to P11.8, 
billion or much higher than the level last year. 

Cumulatively, the two-month primary sur- 
plus amounted to P28.3 billion or 69 percent 
better thana year ago. 

Market analysts welcomed the govern- 
ments _ better-than-expected | budget: 
deficit ће single economic indicator that 
will affect the country's sovereign credit. 


PAL to рау... eren: 


to investiricrew training. Instead, they prefer 
to pirate the airmen at higher wages using thé 
funds that would have otherwise been spent" 
to train their own pilots. 

"Unlike us, we train our own pilots," he said; 
pointing out that, on the average, PAL spends" 
P14 million per pilot on various semi-annual- 
training programs over the 10 years it takes to 
graduate from a second officer in a narrow- 
body jet to a full captain in a wide-body jet. 

Over the longer term, however, he said 
more lasting solutions would have to be put in 
place, like training more pilots to ensure the 
steady supply of trained crew that will man 
РА expanding fleet of aircraft. г 

More pilots will be needed to man tlie esti- 
mated 30,000 airliners that Boeing and Alr- 
bus will sell to carriers around the world over 
the next 10 years. 

“We produce between 24 and 28 pilots 
from our flying school each year, and we plan. 
to increase that,” he said, pointing out that. 
the airline had recently increased the number 
ofits Cessna primary trainer aircraft from five. 
to ten units. 


Shares пр... ьн 


2,141.77 and 2,157.00. 

"This is the best closing level since Feb. 2, 
when the composite index finished at 
2,159.37. 

"The broader all-shares index was down 


by adding а peso to P62. 

Its rival Metropolitan Bank and Trust also 
advanced by a peso to P37.50. Equitable PCI 
Bank gained P1.50 to P74.50. ~ 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone të- 
treated P5 to P1,825, while rival Globe Tele 
com gained P10 to P875. AFP 
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Bahrain-Clark flights seen boosting activity at Clark int] airport 


CLARK SPECIAL ы 
Есопошіс 
Zone—The Diosdado 
Macapagal Interna- 
tional Airport here is 
seen becoming a vital 
entry point for Euro- = - - 

Beans coming to Asia Mitsubishi Adventure Owners Celebrate! 
flights given to Gulf 
Air, Bahrains flag 
эе 

"Gulf Ай, being a 
large Middle Eastern 
full service interna- 
tional airline with. 
flights to Europe and 
US, opens numerous 
possibilities for our 
Overseas. Filipino 
workers to now make 
Clark their airport as 
well as bring foreign 
Tours tm tome io 
the country ма 
DMIA,” said Victor 
Jose Luciano, execu- 
tive vice president of 3 те 2. M 
the Clark Develop- | Esso RECHT ano 
ment Corp. Make eee 

The recently-con- Яса, EROS 
cluded air talks here ^Mitsubishi's | 
entitled Gulf Air to 
two more flights a 
week, bringing total 
entitlements to four, 
Luciano said. 

Gulf Air, he added, 
could "potentially fly 
to Clark on seven fre- 
quencies weekly on 
their Bahrain-Clark 
and vice versa 
route,” 

Philippine Air- 
ез, however, earli- 
er expressed concern. 
over the Gulf Air 


ofity is to fly to Mani- 
18. If they do not se- 
cure the Manila rights, 
they may consider fly- 
ing Clark as an alter- 
native. If they do so, 
they will have to 
vestin the route to de- 
velop Clark which is 
good for Clark. But if 
they get Manila, then 
its surely ‘Goodbye 
Clark," PAL said in a 
statement Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


Cable 

TV costs 
rising 
BAGUIO CITY—THE 
strengthening peso 
has increased the 
cost of subscribing to 
cable television in 
Northern. Luzon, 
with a major cable 
provider raising sub- 
scription fees by as 
much as 15 percent 
їп the summer capi- 
tal alone. 

Allan Fernandez, 
spokesperson | for 
Skycable Inc. here, 
said dollar transac- 
tions with overseas 
cable channels like 
Home Box Office 
(HBO) have become 
too high. 

He said firms in We are giving away the 50,000th Adventure unit, absolutely free! Open to all Adventure owners: simply register and 
Кыс оер qualify by taking advantage of the free 16-point check-up; or by availing of an Adventure through our Easy-Own Plans. 
ее It’s our way of thanking you for your continued patronage. 


Skycable Baguio's Join the celebration now! 
P75 increase for 


monthly — subserip- — b 
fons, i che highest EASY OWN, 
among provincial ca- nin E 
ble networks because ow Down payin CPU T ERE AE 
it has the most sub- Model | sre 60 mos. | | 50% DP 
scribers in northern ‘Adventure GX Diesel 690,000 14,091 345,000 
Luzon, [Adventura GLX Gas. 733000 14985 | [366500 
MEM == Е. 
d venture GLS Sport Gas 
peii: Adventure GLS Sport Gas AT | 683,000 18032] [441500 
Lose der ‘Adventure GLS Sport езе! arz [630,000 18950 | [415000 
ни 4 а Adventure Super Sport Diesel Std. | 871,000. 17,787 435,500 
operated heme by eren iip d docete 
Pilipino Cable Co., Ait piani Sutjoct lo bank approvat 
the country's first са- 
L wo Promo runs from March 16 to May 31, 2006. 
Eos Sco your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! eric Porti Senet 
cording to volume. 


HBO, for example, 41020 DAMONO MOTOR CORP Vi 
charges $2 per sub- 28738230181 wey UNON MOTOR CORP 
arges $2 per sub MOTOR CORP. Naga Cy Tat (05) 
[уи болта as ыы, DA ae а TE AL FREEWAY MOTOR SALES O 
Е j Bots fa Noe (04410734003 1188-4238 FREEWAY MOTOR. У 
has most of them," he алат te? dub! JABEZ MOTOR CORP. - Daanantes Cav Tat Nos (048) ате 206. 850-0110 / 4164 g 
said. та ота) озару eun Ca Tal Nos (74) ND STI [619-023 MOTORPLAZA INC. -La Uon Te Nos (072) TU £080 MOTORT SASN 
‘Ail cable firms in MOTOR an) Ta: NS (ий EZ е9 a 61562 0609 SFM SALES CORP. - Lpa Та No. (043) 736-1018 VISAYAS реда 


i ‘as? AVESCOR MOTORS - Booted Tet Nos (03) 43521) к 4 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU MITSUBISHI 

the, provinces will и моз: 38) 228 1427 a 25/225 0025 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU СОЯ - Tacloban Tel Nos 

Ive to adjust to the Veteri dno) A115614 o 16 ММОАНАО DEALERS KARASIA INC Davao oni Tel Nos (82) 222-1111 19 16 MOTORS 
Bw ралат” Hae ae fe Nox. (094) 217-3582 MINDANAO INTEGRATED COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES, INC. Та. Нов. (63) 2020585 1o 8 

cost, he said, Vincent RC: TET А е MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEDU CORP. - Cagayan de Oro Tel, Nos. (088) 855-1548 ZAMBOAN 

Cabreza, PDI North- 
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Mindanao to get 
$50M in assistance. 


Trade up to Fujitsu Servers 


Trade-in your оа РС” and get a new Fujitsu 
PRIMERGY 7X15052 Server at Р39,2007” 
or P3,325.00 / 12 months" 


FUJITSU PRIMERGY TX150 S2 
Mono-Processor Tower Server 
* 4 x Intel Pentium 4 3.0EGHz / 1MB L2 Cache / 800 MHz FSB 


March 17-19, 2006 
at Upper Ground fl^ у 
Building B, SM Megamall 


Erratum: Warranty: 33 to Warranty: 38/1 


Authorized Dese 


ЕЗ come 


SM Megamall - 637-3988 


ASSET MANAGEMENT SECTOR 
We manage for best value: 


+ Intel E7210 Chipset 


+ 1x 512MB ECC DDR SDRAM / Maximum: 4GB ECC DDR 


through 4 DIMM 


Graphic Controller: ATI Rage XL, VRAM-BMB (PCI) 
4x 73GB Ultra 320 Hot swap (PG-HDHTIK) 
Number of Bays: 4 (hot plug) / Maximum: 587.268 
Internal Bay 5 inch: 3 (2 ree bays) 


CDRW ATAPI Drive 


+ PCI Slots: 2 (Full Height x 2) PCI-X G4nivG6MHz / 3 
(Full Height x 1) PCI 32811/33МН2. 
+ SCSI Controller: Ulra320 SCSI x 1 ch 
+ Intemal FDD: 3.5inch (1.44MB/720KB) 
+ Network Controller (On-board): 1 port (1000 BASE-T/O0BASE- 


ТХМОВАЗЕ-Т) x 1 


Interfaces: CRT (Analog RGB), Serial Port x 2, Paral Port, 
Keyboard (PSI2), Mouse (PSI2), USB x 3 (ver. 20) 

+ Server Management Sofware: ServerView 

+ Power Supply. ACTOOV (5060Hz) / 200V 

* Dimension (cm): Pedestal 20.5 (8.0 in) x 60.2 (Z377 ie) x 444 (ТА) 


Warranty: 3I3/ (Parts!Service/On-Site Next Business Day)" 
Service Hotline number: 841.84.00 


Sales Hotline number: 637.39.88 / 914.03.24 


Srp: 
Trade-in Price: P39,900*** 


: P79,800 


or P3,325 / 12 months** 


"amp PC woking or nat working. complete or кезеңіне parts 
ТЇШ malor cesi card which арыз 


mean erd poce 


Тыш: cohorts oniy. Business papare пена. Serr must belted 
ining some banene etme! Wein Metro Manta, Мо 8pm serica ONLY. 
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Funding for infra, livelihood projects: 


By Michelle V. Remo 


DAVAO CITY—FOREIGN DONORS LED BY 
the World Bank are preparing a $50-million 
assistance package for the development of 
Mindanao. 

"They vowed to disburse the amount imme- 
diately after the signing of the peace agree- 
ment between the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation front (MILF). 

The Mindanao Economic Development 
Council (MEDCo), an attached agency of the 
Office of the President, said the amount 
‘would be used to fund infrastructure projects 
and livelihood programs that would help 
boost economic activity in the South and aid 
inthe improvement of the quality of life of the 
Mindanaoans. 

World Bank country director Joachim von 
Amsberg said in a press briefing yesterday 
that foreign donors that had expressed inten- 
tion to infuse money into the Mindanao Trust 
Fund, aside from his office, included the gov- 
emments of Australia, Sweden and New 
Zealand, and the European Union. 

"We want to unlock the economic and so- 
do-economic potentials of Mindanao and 
stand ready to mobilize resources,” Amsberg 
told reporters. The donor agencies require the 
signing of the peace agreement to ensure that 
the pledges, which will all be in the form of 
grants, would be used in projects that would 
help in attaining the government's economic 
development objectives. 

‘The Mindanao working group, composed 
of representatives from the Mindanao gov- 


emment and donor agencies, held its third 
annual convention yesterday. The group tack- 
led the projects and programs that would be 
prioritized in the disbursement of the foreign 
assistance. 

In the same briefing, presidential adviser 
оп the peace process Jesus Dureza said the 
peace agreement between the MILF and the 
Philippine government was expected to be 
signed before the end of the year. He said the 
substantial reduction in the number of en- 
counters between the military and MILF fight- 
ers was a result of the peace process. 

He said that last year, the number of en- 
counters between the two parties was trimmed 
down to 29 from 48 in 2004 and 280 in 2003. 

"The insurgency problem in Mindanao was 
blamed on the poor delivery of basic services, 
marginalization of indigenous cultural commu- 
nities, exploitation of ancestral domains, viola- 
tion of human rights, and massive poverty. ` 

Amsberg said a peace agreement would en- 
courage the flow of investments into Mindanao, 
while economic development would help 
tempering restlessness among insurgents. 

For its part, the Asian Development Bank 
has been showing its support for the socio-eco- 
nomic development of Mindanao through the 
continued implementation of the Mindanao 
Basic Urban Services Sector Project 
(MBUSSP), which the multilateral agency is 
funding through an official development assis- 
tance. The MBUSSP which the ADB approved 
in 2001, covers various infrastructure develop- 
ment projects and livelihood programs for im- 
plementation within the medium term. 


New communications systems 
now affordable to SMEs 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


SMALL- AND MEDIUM-SCALE ENTERPRISES 
(SMEs) will soon have access to more afford- 
able communications equipment formerly 
available only to large firms with huge budgets 
forinformation technology systems. 
Information technology firm Avaya Inc. has 
launched a simple “plug-and-play” Internet 
protocol telephony solution which, it said, 
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would help companies cut costs and complex- 
ity while providing quick access to telephony 
features that only big companies could afford 
inthe past. 

In a presentation to reporters, Avaya ré 
gional director for Asia-Pacific Rosemary Du- 
rand said the new system, called Avaya one-X 
Quick Edition, will make it easier for small 
businesses to migrate to Internet protocol 
(IP) telephony. 

“All the software is in the phone, with no 
need for a communications server or advanced 
installation skills,” she said. “Simply plug the 
IP phones into the local area network.” 

‘The phones automatically “discover” each 
other, start up their features, and provide 
back-up for one another. They also give users 
access to the most commonly used telephony 
applications, including voice mail, conferenc- 
ing, and auto-attendant. 

Phones for new employees can be added to 
the system by simply plugging in a new unit. 

The new phone is part of Avaya's larger 
one-X product range which includes software 
that can be downloaded into any mobile 
phone that uses a Symbian operating system. 

Durand said that a mobile phone converted 
to the oneX standard will allow its user in- 
stant connectivity to most office functions 
found only at the user's desk. 

‘Among others, the system can also be con- 
figured to make one-X mobile phones receive 
calls forwarded to the user's desk phone ex- 
tension number, Durand said. 
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Truck ban policy review 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE BUSINESS SECTOR, 
through the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and. 
Industry, have agreed to review existing truck ban 
rules in certain areas of Ihe country. 

PCCI president Donald Dee said the deal was 
aimed at harmonizing the schedules of truck bans 
in various areas. The move is hoped to resolve 
the constraints faced by truckers. 

Dae also said that talks had started on policies 
limiting the capacity of cargoes that trucks were 
allowed о carry, taking into consideration the 
Condition and standards of the road network and 
sizes of trucks. 


More CEB flights to HIC 


CEBU PACIFIC will add another frequency to its 
Manila-Hong Kong route, increasing its flights 
from 14 to 17 times weekly, starting April 3, 
2006. 

‘The additional service is scheduled to operate 
оп Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The 
Manila-Hong Kong flight departs at 7:25 p.m. 
while the Hong Kong-Manila flight leaves at 10:10. 
p.m. "Go" fares for Hong Kong start at P1,999 
one way and are available year-round, 

The airline opened its first regional office in 
Kowloon, Hong Kong in October 2005 to facilitate 
ticket sales and function as a customer service 
desk for the large OFW market in Hong Kong. 


Cash management solutions 
LAWRENCE Webb, HSBC's head of payments ana 
cash management for Asia-Pacific, was recently 
in Manila to launch the 2006 edition of HSBC's 
Guide to Cash and Treasury Management 
Asia-Pacific, an annual reference for corporate 
treasurers and finance executives in the region. 
This year's guide features case studs written bv 
Чеги bankers and treasurers providing 
up-to-date Information on banking systems, 
technology and cash management practicas 
across 17 countries and territories п Asia, in- 
cluding the Philippines. 
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BUSINESS 
Vehicle firm program promotes entrepreneurship 


Business opportunities offered 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


UNIVERSAL MOTORS CORP IS PROMOTING 
'entrepreneurship as well as pushing for in- 
creased vehicle sales through a campaign that 
features its Nissan Urvan commercial vehicle. 

Elizabeth H. Lee, UMC senior vice presi- 
dent, yesterday said the campaign dubbed 

“Ur Van, Ur Business” was aimed at strength- 
éning the company's social involvement. 

“ts like teaching people how to fish in- 
stead of just giving them fish,” Lee said. 

“Through this program, we want to help 
people explore their options to earn addition- 
al income and provide families an improved 
Ше) she added. 

Tee said the campaign was UMCs way of fur- 
ther contributing to the nation’s economic growth 
and human development. 

“Filipinos are by nature resilient, flexible, opti 
mistic, maabilidad and entrepreneurial" she said. 


“They always find a way to build their 
dream for a better life and our program paves 
the way towards this dream.” 

Lee explained that UMC was suggesting sev- 
eral business possibilities that people could en- 
‘gaged in using the Urvan which comes in 12- 
seater, 15-seater and 18-seater variants. 

She said the vehicle could be used for 
school or general shuttle services; vehicle for 
rent or hire; ambulance and cargo delivery. 

‘Under the program, the Urvan, which costs 
about P1.19 million, would be sold at a down 
payment of 20 percent or about P200,000. 

The idea is that the rest of ће amount would 
be paid out with part of the income derived 
from the business that buyers would go into. 

"What we are pushing for are business oppor- 
tunities that require relatively | ‘minimum capital, 
simple, flexible and sel-iquidating," Lee said. 

However, she explained that UMC's support 
was primarily in informing buyers on how to 


Ever plans to write off P416M 
worth of advances to affiliates 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SHOPPING MALL DEVELOPER EVER GOTESCO 
Resources and Holdings Inc. of businessman Jose. 
Go said it was planning to write off P416 million 


worth of cash advances to its affiliates that _ 


turned sour. 
In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
„change, Ever Gotesco corporate secretary Vicente 
Саћопео said the amount to be written off 
formed part of the P918 million in cash advances 
_to or receivables from affiliates as of Jan. 1, 2005. 
{7 Of the amount up for write-off, P336.5 mil- 
lion were deemed no longer collectible from 
the following affiliates: Dominion Properties 
Management , Baker's Magic Inc., Progress 
Movers Development Corp, Orient Commer- 
cial Banking Corp., Ok Star Inc., Evercrest Ce- 
bu Golf Club & Resort Inc., and Go Tong. 

The company made provisions for P79.6 
million in doubtful accounts from Gotesco 
Properties Inc., Gotesco Land, United Doctors 
"Service Corp. and Gulod Resort Inc. 

For the quarter that ended September last year, 
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SECURITY PLANT COMPLEX (SPC) DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION 

Nice в hereby gvon thatthe Securty Pant Compier, 
Bangko Senra ng Plies (BSP wi saaucto useless 
азот sing mitenas/actucs unserviceable armored 
‘ic tu, vnsó'cati (тамо and equipment such as 
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hazardous mater 
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the company recorded a net loss of P13.7 million 
as revenue got hit by lower rental rates, lower oc- 
coupancy rates and the closure of some cinemas. 

The Inquirer tried but failed to reach Ever 
Gotesco officials. 


go about their particular venture as (ей to donate P1,000 for every unit 

the business would be the customers sold to the Center for Community 

own initiative. ‘Transformation Credit Cooperative. 
Further, Lee said UMC had commit- “We have been working with the 


Invest in a Food Business 


Invest in Ministop. 
Your Convenience and Fastfood store іп опе. 


For business presentations, you may join us Mondays to Fridays, 11am-t2nn 
at GIF CFC Commercial 8169. Pasig Bld, Pasig City [near Rizal Medical Center) 
and look for Patty Casumbal or Eve Narag- 

Telephone numbers: 672-0923 and 672-2278 

Email: business@ministop.comph Website: инем ministop.com ph 


.. VH 


CCTCC since 2004 and we have seen 
how their projects have helped peo- 
ple explore opportunities that bring 
more income,” she said. 


‘OPERATING STORES LOOKING FOR BUSINESS PARTNERS 
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HP Smart Office Solutions 


GET COLOR 


ESULTS 


Choose the inexpensive HP Color LaserJet 2600n and find out how 
color can dramatically enhance the look of your projects. Backed by 
instanton Technology that makes sure you print your first page up to 


353% foster* than other brands (ог 1st 


ihe HP Color Loserje! printer saves you cost and time to focus on your 
business. In addition, HP Color Laserjet printers are equipped with 
inline printing technology that allow you to print color as fast as 
printing black & white. And with a free iPod**, choosing any of these 
HP Color Loserlet printers is a sound decision. 
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1 2600N PRINTER 
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Get a FREE iPod when you gel any 

of the participating HP printers! 

PROMO MECHANICS: 

1. Buy ony ofthe participating HP prin 
resellers" ond саће о FREE iPod Shu or Nano. 


HP COLOR LASERJET 
13600 PRINTER 


: HP COLOR LASERJET 
3800 PRINTER 


e Void D 
1 HP COLOR LASERJET 
4700n PRINTER 


2. Customers need to presant the fE: 
* Soles invoice/Officiol Rece 
$ Printer seriol number sicker 
3 Promo sicker cu ом [oll required information should be. 
completly filed up) 


3. Fax or email о AcropoisBeoverworks c/o Kristina Reyes: 
Fox no: 747.0184 
Email address: kisina@ocrobeaver.com.ph 
Tel no: 687-4884 ю 84 


page out in 20 secs or less), 
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4. A customer representative wil сой о inform you of your 
confirmation тері number ond advise you of arrongemenis 
in coiming your Pod. 

5. Present he promo sicker, seil numb cut out and 
а photocopy ol he invoice upon delivery ofthe iPod. 

6. Promo duration is fom February 15 ю March 31,2006. 

7. Costomers moy redeem thei ев iPod valid uni 
May 31, 2006. 
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SMART ADVICE>SMART TECHNOLOGY>SMART SUPPORT 


1-800-1441-6688 or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


жы Visit your nearest authorized HP resellers 
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Sy family to consider offer on three conditions 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SM GROUR INCLUDING 
Banco de Oro Universal Bank, 
said it was willing to consider an 
offer from an undisclosed buyer 
to acquire the group's 34-percent 
stake in Equitable PCI Bank pro- 
vided its three conditions were 
met, SM insiders told INQUIRER. 
"The sources said the offer to buy 
the group's EPCIB shares at P95 
per share, which was relayed by 
state pension fund Government 
Service Insurance System (GSIS) 
yesterday to regulators, would on- 
ly be considered if the “payment 
would be in cash, the offer is bind- 


— 


ing and if there would be no due 
diligence review" 

In a letter addressed to BDO 
chair Teresita Sy GSIS president 
Winston Garcia said an “undis- 
closed buyer” was interested in buy- 
ing the stakes of the SM group and 
BDO in ЕРСІ Bank at P95 per share. 

“ff the price is acceptable to the 
SM Group, kindly inform me so 
the buyer can immediately dis- 
cuss with you the proposed pur- 
chase of (the) said shares,” Gar- 
cia said in the letter. 

Sources said the terms ofthe offer 
were unclear on whether the buyer 
‘was interested to also purchase the 
65155 12-percent stake in EPC. 
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The Social Security System 
(SSS), also an EPCIB shareholder, 
said it too wanted to see the 
terms of the offer. 

SSS owns 29 percent of EPCIB, 
inciusive of treasury shares. 

"This will provide us the basis for 
ош presentation to the SSS com- 
mission and the Supreme Court in 
relation to a pending case involving 
the SSS shares in Equitable PCI,” 
SSS president Corazon dela Paz 
said ina telephone interview. 

BDO corporate information of- 
ficer Elmer Serrano told the PSE 
in a letter that the bank had not 
received any formal or binding 
offer to purchase its holdings in 
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ЕРСІ Bank at P95.00 a share. 
BDO said there were no ongoing 
formal discussions relating to 
such an offer. 

Early this year, BDO offered to 
merge with ЕРСІ Bank to create 
the second or third largest bank 
in the country with combined re- 
sources of P500 billion. 

BDO is currently the sixth 
largest in terms of resources of 
P2123 billion. It is the 8th 
strongest in terms of capital. 

Under the proposed terms of the 
merger, BDO will swap 1.6 com- 
mon shares for every EPCI Bank 
‘common share at the option of the 
EPCI Bank board of directors. 
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lling to buy SM stake in EPCIB-Garcia 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EX- 
change (PSE) has allowed Orti- 
gas broker and former PSE 
governor Joseph Roxas to run 
as director in this year's bourse 
elections on April 8 

This has increased the total 
number of nominees vying for the 
15 board seats at the PSE to 22. 

‘The PSE nominations and 
elections “committee accepted 
Roxas’ nomination for a board 
seat late Monday, after some 
quarters in the exchange ques- 
tioned the reported disqualifi- 
cation of this broker from join- 
ing the elections. 

Roxas has qualified under 
the "small broker" category 
composed of brokers with 
turnover and paid-up capital of 
less than P500 million. Other 


PSE unit accepts 
Roxas nomination 


broker nominees under this 
category are PSE director Fran- 
cisco Villaroman of Securities 
Specialists and Rodolfo Cruz of 
HK Securities. 

Five of the seven seats re- 
served for brokers will repre- 
sent “big brokers,” or those 
with value turnover and paid- 
up capital of more than P500 
million. Two will represent the 
small brokers. 

Roxas said he was hoping ће. 
could get the support of bro- 
kers at and institutional share- 
holders of the PSE. 

He added that the represen- 
tation of small brokers in the 
PSE board was “a poor 13 per- 
cent” even while small brokers 
make up 80 percent of all PSE 
brokers. Elizabeth 1. Sanches 


DISCLOSURES 


SM Prime Holdings Inc. said its annual stockholders" meeting would be 


held on April 26, 2006 at 3 p.m. at 
Peninsula, Makati City. 


the Rigodon Ballroom of the Manila. 


THE IPEOPLE Inc. board of directors has approved a 5-percent dividend 
payable on April 28. The board has also confirmed the appointment of 
lawyer Samuel V. Torres as corporate secretary. 

‘SOLID Group Inc. will hold its annual stockholders! meeting оп May 30, 
3 pm. at the Fairways, Manila Golf & Country Club, Harvard Road, 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 

MARIA Theresa T. Defensor was named a member of the Philippine Na- 
tional Construction Corp. board of directors and acting president effec- 


tive March 16. She has been assigned 10 shares. 


droso, PDI Research 


Compiled by Kate Pe- 


March 17,2006 
Country 

United States 
арап 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Suitzeriand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 


Unit 
Dolar 


New Zealand 
Norway 
South Arica 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syria 


Taiwan 


Euro 
Equivalent 
0.820681 
0007027 
1442593 
0105795 
0.636680 
0712026 
0507533 
0602954 
2177682 
0218825 
0505968 
0000089 
0021032 
0223461 
1.000000 
0287323 
0389872 
0.134043 
0.018525 
0221566 
0077124 
0522295 
0124923 
0.13302 
0.000842 
0107017 
0015810 


Dollar. 
Equivalent 
1000000 
0.008562 
4.757800 
0128911 
077579 
0.867604 
0.618429 
0734700 
2653505 
0.266638. 
0616823 
0000109 
0.025628 
0272287 
1218500 
0325733 
0.475059 
0163332 
0022573 
0.269978 
0093976 
0636416 
0152219 
0.162075 
0001026 
0130400 
0.019264 
0.030831 


Peso 
Equivalent 
510920 
04374 
89.8095 
6.5863, 
396269 
44.3276 
31.5968 
375573 
1355729 
138231 
31.4994 
00056 
13094 
189117 
622556 
16.6424 
242117 
83450 
11503 
187937. 
48014 
325158 
11772 
82807 
0.0524 
88624 
03842 
15782 
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Fighting obesi 
on то fronts 5 


By Charles E. Buban Sanofi-Aventis. density lipoprotein — ("good 
‘A few years ago, researchers of cholesterol") by 6.3 percent, and 
HAT MAKES US the Paris-based pharmaceutical dropped their bad triglycerides 
fat? Decades Compenydevelopedawayofsup. by 8.S percent. 
ane pressing appetite through а They also experienced an aver- 
ago, the reasons weight-loss drug that blocks a age reduction in waist circumfer- 
were much simpler: eat- certain kind of receptor found in ence of 2.8 cm more than those 
ing too much and being the brain and in the fat cells that who took placebo. 
lazy. regulates food intake. "Since majority ofthe patients | The BioEnterics Intragastric volved and hence, has no serious and other approaches as the fu- 
lay aside from these two “This experimental drugealled have an increased risk for dia. Balloon (ВІВ) procedure isanon- and damaging side effects. ture in fighting obesity more ef- 
sends ests hers are pointing Timonabant shows promise as betes and heart disease, the low- surgical, nonpharmaceutical ab с. й fectively 
io other factors like a persons menandwomenwhosayedonit ering of these "dditonalriskfac- ternative that works by making Significant weight loss Oliveros said that worldwide, 
io eh dabolism, behaviog en. Юг two years managed to lose tors [increased waist cimumíer the brain belies that the stom- Oliveros said that since the BIB there is an increasing effort to 
Senet, metabo ала зобесо- Weight and keep it off. Ап added ence, elevated blood pressure or ach is already full- was introduced in the country in support research that will result 
eese Caen ane that researchers also abnormal lipid levels] are defi- Тһе BIB is a soft, silicone bal- 2003, individuals who have шп. іп better treatments and thera- 
"ее much more complicated found that those who took the nitely welcome,” Casareosaid. loon that is orally inserted into  dergone the procedure have had pies for weight loss and the pre- 
was mucle'equadon compar. drigshowedimprovedbloodiew Rimonabant is currently under the stomach and filled with ster- significant weight loss, averaging vention of obesity associated 
eam slows consumed with calo- eis of cholesterol and trighye- review by the US Food and Drug Пе але, between 15 kg and 20 kg. diseases, such as type 2 diabetes, 
Id used. Researchers are also Crides,” Casareo said. ‘Rdminisyation and the European ІІ gives the person a feeling of But he said the results depend heart disease and some forms of 
discovering that certain parts of ns Agency for the Evaluation of satiety, thus helping him reduce mostly on how well the patient cancer 
carrey allow some people to Smaller waistline Medicinal Products. Мв fond intake and to adopt new follows the program and adjusts Тһе World Health Organiza- 
pig out and not gain weight, | According to results of the 3 dietary habits, said Dr. Edward his eating habits. tion has warned that a stagger- 
Me others experience signifi. Study involving more than 3,000 Nonsurgical procedure DC Oliveros, a bariatric surgeon | “Мо surgery gives lasting re- ing one billion of the world’s 
те оп арала аш, obese oroverweight adults, those There is another, and already atthe St Luke's Medical Center. sults unless people also change population are now overweight, 
cadit" sald Dr Alma Who took the drug for two years established, approach that has — Oliveros ‘considers this 20- their eating and exercise habits,” and if the trend continues, the 
Casareo, medical director of achieved an average 3.6 kg helped people beat their craving minute procedure one of the said Oliveros, who sees the com- figure will rise to 1.5 billion by 
weight loss, boosted their high for food and to lose weight. safest since there is no surgery in- bination of surgery, medication 2015. 


Jose Abril Marasigan: problem solver The choice is yours 
1 FIRST МЕТ DR. JOSE MARA- Olympiad winners did well in the 


sigan when I was in fourth year Eureka! Australian Math Competition, the IMAGINE THAT THE LAST into whether or not conscious 
high school. Our team won the 3i head atthattime, thelatePeterO’ time you bought a cell phone DISCOVEI and unconscious thought af- 
silver medal in the Metro Manila Halloran, was impressed when he was a decade ог so ago. Back = fected the decider's long-term. 
Math Competition, and onstage met coach Doc Mara and invited then, if you needed a new " satisfaction. They staked out 
we shook hands with a bespecta- Queena М. I us to compete Down Under. Ош phone, your selection may have = the exits of a local clothing de- 
cled gentleman: Doc Mara, Los Cbud youth did wel enough that we been limited to battery Ме and Massie Ry partment store and the local 
The year after, even when I was Sent а team to the International service costs. Santos Ballon IKEA furniture store and asked 
on the list of students for ad- Math Olympiad (IMO) in 1988, | Мо pretend that after all 227,92 72.77. —  shoppersabouttheir purchases: 
vanced placement, I was intimi- more ‘units than required. He isa and Victor Luchangco of the Ate- this time you've decided its how much they spent and how 
Mand b my batchmates, ormore master teacher, and whether it neo bagged an honorable men- time to replace that trusty cell While most people subscribe much time they spent thinking 
correctly, their schools. They was Boolean logic or finite ge- tion. phone with something newer. to the notion that one needs to about their purchases. 
hailed from Philippine Science, ometries, he never stopped епіс In 1989, Doc Mara finalized Suddenly you find that aside really think about options be- fA 
Ateneo High, ete, and an honors ingus with intriguing problems. the Program of Excellence in from the items on your previous fore making any decisions, Dijk- Categorizing shoppers 
math class in the first semester of Math to шаш talented students, checklist, you also have to fac- sterhuis et al. suggest that sim- Based on these answers, and 
freshman year was daunting. Ateneo grad MélodetewehavemorethanlS tor in the cell phone design and ple decisions such as buying a excluding impulse buyers, the 
1 sought Doc Mara's counsel.  BomonMay26,1943,DocMara IMO medals. color, features such as texting, new shirt are easily made using shoppers were categorized as 
Aer odai suggesting that try graduated, cum laude, with а BS Не also started the Philippine audiovisual capabilities, Inter conscious thought, while com CENA OF unconscious 
sic he crocenied te pose the Mathematics honors degree fom Math Olympiad, and todayheex- net-teady, how many continents, plex decisions such as buying a thinkers. 
it out, he proceeded Ро Me the Ateneo in 1962 and stated tends help to yet another endeav- said phone will workin, and, of new sofa are less difficult when | АНЫ а few weeks, Dijkster- 
Boe complere with diagrams teaching grade school there. Here- or: the Ateneo Math Olympiad course, which cell phone plan to the personis distracted and fo- huis et al. called the shoppers 
and basic probability. 1 was ceived a DiplomMathematk іп (AMO). Patterned after the IMO, get to avail ofall these features. cused on other matters. back and asked if they were still 
hooked We launched into some 1967 and a Drrecnat (Math) in the AMO is the brainchild of Ate- Overwhelmed by all these happy with their purchases. 
ofthe mostexhilarating шай еу- 1971 from the Technische neo president Fr. Bienvenido E options, you can either: а) 80students ‘They found that the conscious 
er Hochschule Darmstadt in Germany, Nebres, S. J. and seeks to develop spend the next few days com- Two experiments demon- thinkers at the clothing store 
5 : Whereupon he came back to the in the youth the aitude, mindset paring every phone on the mar- strate their hypothesis. In the and the moine thinkers at 
Mind-boggling tests Ateneo and became department and techniques required for non- Ке; or b) spend the time think- first experiment, 80 college stu- the IKEA were happier with 
Quizzes were a daily occurrence chair in college from 1973t0 1983. — routine problem solving. ing about other things. dents were asked to choose the their purchases than the other 
(once, we had a surprise test when | Recently he spearheaded а ‘According to a new study best car out of four possibilities, shoppers. 
опе of us dared to fall asleep). His new program, the five-year BS- High school math from researchers in the psychol- giving them four factors tocon- Based on this information, 
long tests were tough, with mind- Master's Applied Math, major in Next month, Doc Mara will ogy department at the Universi- sider. It was found that after the researchers proposed their 
boggling bonus problems. Doc Finance. handle a class of talented high ту of Amsterdam, if you choose four minutes of deliberation, 75 Unconscious ‘Thought Theory 
Mara went around the room, and if A key figure in the UP-Ateneo- school students, emphasizing to do the latter, the decision percent of the students selected (UTT), which suggests that con- 
Мата went (ат по one һай yet Dela Salle Consortium, hebecame math modeling, math finance, | wonttakeaslongandyoullbe the car the researchers had des- arous thought subscribes to 
fosenthe answer he would unvell the adviser of many mathemati- and geometric construction. The | happier with your selection in ignated as the best opion, precise, ordered thinking. 
cryptic hints on the board. cians, now wellknown in their class is open to the public, but the long run. "The experiment was repeat. _ When the mind is occupied 
le has an otherworldly sense of fields. As president of the Math So- slots are very limited, so e-mail B ed, and the students were given by other matters, however, the 
humor. Once he displayed Fermat’s ciety of the Philippines, he pushed те at blessbook@yahoo.com im- Conscious thought the same four cars but this time brain gathers all the data col- 
‘ast Theorem and promised an au- (ог the formulation of the Policies mediately. Social psychologist Ap Dijk- with 12 factors to consider. On- lected and can find pattems 
tomatic A to anyone who could and Standards for Mathematics. ear а became an Out.  sterhuisisthelead author ofthe ly 25 percent of the students that may not have been obvious 
prove it. The theorem looked so Не edited several textbook se- standing Young Scientist in 1982, paper ‘which appeared in the were able to select the best op- otherwise, which can help a 
easy that we tackled it at once, tories. "New Math for Today" а a Dr. Juan Salcedo Jr. Science Ed- Feb. 17 issue of the journal Sci- боп after the same deliberation person make more complicated 
mo avail Then we scoured the prep to Grade 8 series for which ucator and the Most Outstanding ence. He and his colleagues period. decisions easier. 
‘stacks, and I am sure that neverin ос Mara and I acted as consul- Ateneo Senior Lay Teacher in conducted a series of experi- On the other hand, when the So, if you need your next cell 
the history of our library had so tants, is used in many private 1993. He was listed in the World ments to determine whether ог students were asked to solve phone to be one you can use 
many students inundated the Math schools. Directory of Mathematicians as пог consciously thinking—by word anagrams during the four anywhere, think carefully about 
section at one time. In the end we Be early as 1979. which they mean directed at- minutes they had to select the your choices. lf, on the other 
had to find other routestoan A. Маф competitions Thank you, Doc Мага, foryour tention: on the (оріс аг best car 75 percent of them hand, what you really want is a 
1 took every subject Doc Mara It is in problem solving that friendship, humor and counsel, | hand—about choices is really were able to do so. portable A/V center that hap- 
taught in those years such that Doc Мага yields the most influ- апа I look forward to more prob- the best way to make decisions. ‘The researchers also looked pens to take calls, sleep on it. 
upon graduation, елдей up with ence. In 1984, when some local lem-solvingdiscussions together. 


Lifelong health problems from garbage 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD the environment and create havoc 
onthe garbage collectors health. 
LAST WEEK, REPORTERS FROM е "The long-term effects on chil 
a TV program showed me the chest dren trying to eam a few bucks by 
X-ray and other laboratory results picking any sellable items from 
of a 10-year-old scavenger whose garbage are dreadful. Toxic wastes 
family seemed oblivious to the in garbage can affect the brain and 
health hazards of daily exposure to nervous system of children, lead- 
all the bacteria, chemicals and tox- ing to a reduction in intelligence, 
ic residue contained in garbage, for loss of short-term memory leam- 
а measly P10 to P15—the boys д Я ing disabilities and problems with x : 
earnings for a full day's work. a N coordination. Some can also have Take Good Care of your Heart with 
"This boy's heart was big (based uncontrollable shaking, muscle imr j 
on his X-rays), he was anemic, his D 4 09 wasting and partial blindness. lestrim' Coconut Fiber Capsule. 
blood sugar was high, and his ее : ў It has also been suggested that 


eosinophils (the blood elements some types of toxic wastes can af- Jestrim® contain 
Which increase when there's aller- Strain and disease. The sevenfold harmful not only to the environ- fect behavioral inhibition mecha- асе 


gy ог irritation іп the body) was elevation of the eosinophils, the ment but to human health. The nisms with a consequent increase a unique combination of 

seven times highest level I've seen in myentire sources of hazardous waste are in violence. natural coconut fiber and 

the normal. M Е practice, bw the eae iren Mme Међоре the health ortheso- | garlic which helps 
Ididn'tsee СА! severity of irritation сап be liquids, solids, contained ciaj welfare departments and oth- е i 

aigue MEDICALFILES 2 bodys im- gases,or sludges They eambethe er agencies can exert a more Tore 

was told that he was small for his : тепе system. by-products of manufacturing tive effort to give these poor chil- қ н 

Ма hadan discoloration His enlarged heart, in the ab- processes or simply discarded dren safer, and probably more Heart for granted, 

age and he had skin disg sence of rheumatic and/or con- commercial products, like clean- profitable, alternatives than | take 2-3eapsules of 
‘The immune system of the boy genital heart disease, can also һе ing fluids or pesticides. garbage collection. Hopefully, desti daily 

was trying to neutralize and com- 146 to the toxic effects of some i too, these children’s parents 

ЗЗА ‘for ай the hazardous metals like lead, arsenic and cad- Inland disposal would realize they are [ishing | 40% make your heart 

Phases the boy was exposed to, "mium, which may be present in When tox waste is disposed their children into developing se- healthier and stronger. Pery hited 

But at such a young age, his body garbage. Д inland, the contaminated liquid vere and irreversible medical hein 

Burar much a yong age, ot Hazardous waste in garbageis may leach from the waste, pollute problems in the long-term. чаце савар орлого. Оу Р ІЛ ІЛ КІЛІ 


Fil-am wins a vacation house in Baguio 


А 57YEAR OLD FILIPINO AMERICAN WHO LIVES IN LAS VEGAS, NEVA- 
da won a vacation house in Baguio City in the extravagant promo of real es- 


2 Philippines such as Baguio City Tagaytay 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


Lexber launched a raffle promo for th 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Dilman, Quezon City 


Tall: sseral@info.com.ph* Webshe ip: fwwess.gov.pht 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


STORAGE AND SERVER CONSOLIDATION PROJECT 
To project involves, зоне 
11 "Supply dairy ond instalo of brand-naw hardware equipment and sofware 
Eccc m 
S" Pfploceensng major production servers nd storage; 
& rumal crtica дсген systems; 
E aetas business recovery system sors snd storage 
aram олау штани such as per, secu. development and backup and 
Fes, 
е. сатпай ali components ote enteriseretwad. 
ehe o! sorces torte: 
parr lopment enementallon plans or ata management backup end recovary, 
ndsecrtyaómrsrlon. 

ь добот d arising applcan systns and database systems ii tho пен 
roman: 

©. каппа persona. 

43 Fco purtaso proposal provision aree 3, 
Sane, vivi commence upon he expraton а 
[o 

‘ha SOCIAL SECURITYSYSTEM (SSS) tends lappy he sun o! THREE HUNDRED FIFTY 

MINE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE PESOS AND 

aoa Pasa on 323.20) bang e Approvo bud orte Стас (ABC) to payments under 

асот forte ebore proposed ертеп, casing he lowing: 
"om Description Amount Source ol Fund 

Hoxdraroasotware P взг сүв Approved Budget ior 

Storage ana Saner Cassin 

р ол) Budget lor Operaing 

барела 

TOTAL 36950082820 MRConpiertqupner 
Biástocevodin excess f he ABC sal be automaticaly rejected abd opening 
"he SSS now inves Bids от eile dors oro suppl. delay instalation ond soup 
Fo operational sato погов кайноо and sctwareoqupmart.l the SSS Main ce and 
scan Patio sies. Supply dvarysndinsalalon ofthe GOODS are reared win tity 
‘Goh ealondar days tra sing. Thadescpbon ot an elgte Didderlsconanedim 
Seeron tiot те dng Documerts,nsictonto Вибе (78) 

‘ingle conducted icugh pen campetva cng procedures ngon discretionary 
шөл cura es specfed ine emanng Rutas and Reguaton Pat А (RR) ol 
Fete Аала А 5184, crvse know as tno "Government Procurement form Ac” 
SED rsttted to ipio censa popttrss, organizations wih al leas xy 
cin (60) restr ut sandng capa toc longing О йеп ofthe Pipes and 
[оше cr organizations a corr ine laws or одиста d whic grant simlar riis or 
ооа Fino cene, pursuant 10 Republ Act 5183 (cA. 183) and subject to 
niue Аа 138 (A. 198). Оту Bids fom Bidders io pasa eil y check will 
фе opened. The proces fr the elt check s бехата in Section he Bidding 
‘Doctors, ITB. The dde wi no owes! Cakuatd Bd (CB) shal advance to te post 
Suan saga ea ray ne essen of Bo ee a 
{hancalroquterents din propc. The contaci shal then be awarded tote Lowes Calcd 
toate боди (CRO) wa was dtamied Such ng o расло 
proce. 

ierestod Bios may btn futher efomaton am he SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMand 
Tse Balang Dotumerts at e address guen below rom Monday o Fd, 8008.10 
Бора. 

‘A complete sot o tng Documents may be purchased by terested Bidders tron ha address 
ion and upon payment of a nonelundable fee of P10,000.00. ne mainad ot payment 
Wo опа cash Dosis роуадов ihe 555 Casting Deparment, 555 Mam Bog. Ground 
Toor upon accomplshimem а SSS Form 8, Tho Bidding Documents shali оо received 
Pasaniiybyiepropecive hdr cr his authorized reptesartative, 

{ho 555 ий ad a Pre Bd Conference opon to ай naresad parles оп April 03, 2008 t 
‘pm, Groen Room, 12h Рох, SSS Mala Bg. East Avenue, Daman, Quezon Ciy. 
‘Bias and ому ries must be dered а the Green Room, T2 Floor, 555 Man 
Biang on May Us 206 ol ter tan 2:00pm: Al ds must be accompanied by a Bi 
dcum meam and amount dcatdin те Bid Tender Documents. Late Bids shalinotbe 
E 

‘id opening shal be held on May 05, 200630 2:00pm, Green Room, T2h Floor, SSS Main 
Big” Eos venue. Dimman Quezon Су. Ве wl be opened nha presence tho Bidders” 
tepiesaiaves wno choosetoaten athe gentes. 

до Tho SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM esee nigh o ccap cr rect any Bt алама 
"Bát process, ond to teject alls а any limo ror to crai award, without thereby 
reunion at ове еда Dor or Bidder. 

Bid and Awards Commitee 

The Secretariat 

hon, 555 Mon Bung 

East ero, Diman, Quezon C 

Ye 822 20019267980, 920.64 oc т 

Eman -ocosss goth. 

Facsitorumber- (2 824-7300 


comprehensive maintenance 
eee (2) yer малту 


шай? yonr Mainierance Senice 


THE CHARMAN 
BIDS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 
(POL - March 1,208) 


sentations all over the world, including the United 
States, Europe, Asia and other countries. The pre- 
sentations were held to show to the Filipinos 
abroad the affordable subdivision and condomini- 
‘um developments located in the most delightful 
areas in the Philippines. 

Тһе raffle was drawn in December 2005 dur- 
ing Lexbers Christmas party with Salao being de- 
cared as the lucky winner. Others who attended. 
the presentations were also given gift certificates 
for a free three-day stay at Lexbers hotel-resort 
complex in Baguio, valid within two years. 

‘Other winners were Dra, Evelita Macababad of 
Lemery Batangas who won a free trip for two to 
Hong Kong and Enriqueta Mindo from Ewa 
Beach, Hawaii with a free trip for two to Boracay. 

Lexber said it offered the free accommodations 
to give Filipinos abroad a chance to “enjoy theam- 
bience of Baguio anytime to go home to the 
Philippines for a visit" 

Salao, who was bom in Bulacan province in 
1948 but migrated to the US when he was 29, is 
one of the eight milion Filipinos who work 
and/or live overseas. The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas estimated that these Filipinos have remitted 
more than US$10 billion to the Philippines in 
2005 alone. 

“{ moved to the US to seek greener pastures. So 
far, Tam doing well her,” Salao said, although he 
‘admitted missing the beautiful atmosphere ofthe 
Philippines. "miss the delightful places to goto in 
the Philippines and its tropical and consistent dli- 
mate," he said. 

Не said that while he has no plan to retum to 
the Philippines permanently anytime soon, his 
new vacation home in Baguio will make his visit 
tothe country more frequent. Salao said he would 
rent out his vacation home to transients ог even 
students in Baguio while he is in Las Vegas. “I 
heard there's а lot of rental potential in the area 
because of the people migrating there to study or 
‘work. But every time go home to the Philippines, 
of course, Iwill enjoy my vacation home,” he said. 

Lexber has built vacation and retirement 
homes in fully developed, gated subdivisions in 
Baguio and Tagaytay and а world-class condo- 
minium-hotel resort complex by the beach in San 
Juan, La Union. 


"Republic of the Philippines. 


PROVINCE OF ISABELA 


Otice cf the Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Provincial Government of isabela, through s Bids and Awards Committee, 
isinvünginterestedexclusveditnbulors andor suppers inthe pre -elgibiity activity 
ndlopetiepateinthesealedcompebtvelideinglorineprocurementolrecondioned 


пр tucks and heavy equipment on a lo bass. 
Ali particulars relative to tho 
be governed by the provisions 


SCHEDULE OF BIDDING ACTIVITIES: 
Avolobity of Bid Documents. 


Pre-Sid Conference 
Conference He 


Dendine of Submission of Elgbily 
Requirements and Bids 


Opening of Bids 
Contorence Hal 


Approved Budget Contract 


lily, bid evaluation, and award of contract shall 
ЖА 8164, otherwise known as the Government 
edirenen Reform Act and hs Implementing Rutes and Regulations (IRR). 


Mareh24-29,2008 excluding Saturdayand 
Sunday BAMIoSPMatheBAC Secretarats 
Оне, Сарло, аап, Isabel. 


March 30,2008 at 10AM. Governors Min 
Apri 1t, 2006019 30AM, BAC Secretarias. 


Offen, Captol lagan, isabela 
Apri 11,2006 1200 AM, Governors 


Php 34.150-Millon 


Compete setofbid proposalsformsmaybe acquired trom the BAC Secretariat 
ice, Cap, lagan. Isabela upon payment of non-refundable bidding fee of TEN. 


sm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER tiir 


People, Events Products 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18,2006 


COCKTAIL AND WELCOME PARTY IN HONOR OF BRAUNS 


On Feb. 28, a cocktail 

and welcome party in 

honor of Reto and 

Rachel Braun was giv- 

en by friends and busi- 

ness associates in the 

Philippines at Shangri- 

La Hotel, Makati City. 

Mr. Braun is the chair. 

of the Earth Council 

Geneva in Switzerland, 

an NGO anda strong 

partner of the United 

Nations. He is being 

assisted by lawyer Gao. 

Pronove who is the ex- 

ecutive director of Earth Council E-Learning in 
Geneva and the founder of Godiva Inc (www.go- 
diva.net) and Eco Market Solutions (www.eco- 
‘marketsolutions.com) in the Philippines. Shown 


EOF REST Him 
‚ЖИЙ 008 inChildren 


A COMIUNTTY- 


are (from left): Hernando Vitas, CEO and chair- 
man of the board of trustees of the Providence- 
Vitas Foundation Inc, his wife Tita Vitas, Rachel 
Braun, chalr Reto Braun and lawyer Gao Pronove. 


TUGEROU) Oye 


CONCERNED GROUPS |01М HANDS TO ERADICATE TB IN CHILDREN 


Childhood tuberculosis is both a national and inter- 
national concern. In the Philippines, medical special- 
ty associations like the Philippine Ambulatory Pedi- 
atric Association (Papa) and Pediatrica Inc's Defeat 
Childhood TB Movement together withthe Depart- 
‘ment of Health (DOH), local government units and 
the POTTS Foundation have joined hands to er 

cate this scourge on children. The first bold step to~ 
wards this goal was launched last year with a pilot 
‘childhood TB control program in Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
‘and Mabalacat, Pampanga. Spearheaded by Papa 
with the cooperation of Pediatrica Inc and other 
agencies, the program successfully validated the Pi- 
Jot National Guidelines in the detection and treatment. 
of childhood tuberculosis. A third community-based 


anti-TB project was recently concluded in Florid- 
blanca, Pampanga To date, as a result of these pro- 
jects, the Secretary of the Department of Health has 
signed Administrative Order 178 establishing a TB 
Control Program for children 0-8 years old. Present 
during the End of Project presentation of Foridablan- 
са (seated from left) Or, Сое How, Dr. Rosalia 
Buzon, Floridablanca Councilor and Commission on 
Health and Sanitation chairperson Carlos Mallari, Dr. 
Celine бап (DOH), Dr Jocelyn Franco (Papa presi- 
dent), Dr. Amelia Fernandez, Dr Anita Flores, Dr. Anne 
Tolentino (MHO, Mabalacat), (standing) Dr. Felipe 
Cuyugan (MHO, Floridablanca), nurses and mid- 
wives of Floridablanca, Dr. Rebecca Tolentino, Dr. 
Benjamin Sablan (Papa) and friends from Pediatrica. 


SPALDING, A LEAD- 
er of innovation and 
quality in the sport- 
ing goods category 
and long known for 
its dominance in 
basketball, is intro- 
ducing its latest. 
product innovation, 
You've seen Spald- 
ing in the Nationat 
Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA), Wom- 
en's National B 
ketball Association 
(WNBA), Major In- 
door Soccer League 


Capol, lagan, Isabela 


Сарла, lagan, Isabela 


(Рети 


Spalding - not just a ball 


Exciting Opportunities for Geologist 

А leading international mining company is seeking professional and 
committed Geologist to boost their Geological team for а major narrow 
vein gold development project in Compostela Valley, Mindanao. 

‘The positions are: 


ONE (1) SR. MINE GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 
1) Licensed Geologist with at least 5 years experience working 
in an underground gold mine; 
2) Must have good working knowledge in grade control, 
underground mapping and sampling routine as practiced In an 
‘operating gold mine; 
Must possess good supervisory and managerial skils; 
Must be computer literate. 


3) 
4) 


TWO (2) SR. EXPLORATION GEOLOGISTS 
Qualifications: 
Licensed Geologist; 
At least 5 years experience in gold and/or copper exploration 
‘Adept in geological mapping routines, both direct plotting and 
GPS - and computer aided techniques; 
Experienced in planning and supervision of exploration + 
diamond drilling, and experienced in dril-core logging; 
Possess good supervisory and managerial skills; 
Computer literate, preferably familiar in using AutoCad and 
Mapinfo; 
Report writing ability essential. 


TWO (2) JR. MINE GEOLOGIST 

Qualifications: 
Licensed Geologist; 
At least 1 year experience working as underground geologist 
їп an operatiing gold mine; 
Knowledge of grade control, geological mapping and sampling 
routine essential; 
Computer literate; 
Knowledge In the use of AutoCAD and Mapinfo would be 
preferable. 


FOUR (4) JR. GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 
1) BS Geology graduate; 
2) Preferably licensed but new graduate may apply; 
3) Computer iterate; 
4) Knowledge In the use of AutoCAD and/or MapInfo would be 
preferable. 


The positions are site based and successful candidates will be offered a 
regular employment package Including benefits after regularization, 


Candidates who meet the criteria above and wish to be considered foe 
‘one of the positions may submit a detailed resumé Including a photograph 
by e-mail to workexperts@skvinet.nat (Work Experts & Allied 
Services, Inc. at Rm. 311 НАС Bldg, Alvarez St, Davao City) by 
28 March 2006. 


Interviews fo shortlisted candidates will take place In Metro Manila and 
Davao City on April 2006. 


‘THOUSAND PESOS (Php 10,000.00) at the Prowncal Treasurer's Offic, 

“The Provincial Government of isabela reserves the right to reject any огай bids: 
‘waive any required formalty and award tne contract to any bidderwhose proposaihas 
een evaluated by Ine BAC as the most advantageous. The Provincial Goverment 
лев no cbhgatons whatsoever о compensate or indemnify Ina bidder far any 
penes or loss tna iney may incur in the preparation of тен bids. Neher does it 
‘Suaranioe that an award wil be made, 


(God ) MA. THERESA ARANETA-FLORES 
Provincial Adminstrator and 
BAC Charperson 


(MISL) and Arena 

Football League 

(AFL). Now, Spald- 

ing is not just a ball 

Grab the latest de- 

signs of Spalding t- 

shirts, jerseys, muscle shirts, shorts and footwear at your favorite 
sports shops. Spalding is available at Planet Sports, The Athlete's 
Foot, Sports Warehouse and department stores nationwide. 


INVITATION TO BID 


The AFP Retirement and Separation Benefits System (RSBS) invites interested parties 
to purchase by way of sealed bids the following properties on cash or term basis (minimum 
30% down payment and 16% interest rate per annum, maximum of 7 years to pay): 


нет 
Мо. 

06-13 

06-14 


Description Location Minimum! 
Floor Price 
865,224.29 


350.00 / sqm 


Block Making Machine 
278,369 sqm raw land 
with CARP Exemption 
188,351 sqm raw land with 
CARP Exemption 

106,073 sqm raw land with 
CARP Exemption 

35,138 sqm raw land with 
CARP Exemption 

250,000 sqm raw land with 
DAR Conversion 

450,162 sqm raw land 
with DAR Conversion 
132,189 sqm residential 
raw land 

47,996 sqm commercial jot 
2,584 sqm commercial lot 
5,065 sqm commercial lot 
6,465 sqm commercial lot 
2,291 sqm commercial 


Balibago, Sla. Rosa, Laguna. 
Bay Sulpok, 

Tanauan, Batangas 

Bgy Malaking Pulo, 

Tanauan, Batangas 

Bgy Dona Jacoba, 

Tanauan, Batangas 

Bgy Suplang, 

Tanauan, Batangas 

Bgy Batas, Silang, Cavite (beside 
Riviera Golf & Sports Club) 

Bgy Batas, Silang, Cavite (beside 
Riviera Golf & Sports Club) 

Bgy Mapalad, Sta. Rosa, P 
Nueva Ecija (near Fort Magsaysay) 
‘Acharon Blvd., General Santos City 
Асћагоп Blvd., General Santos City 
‘Acharon Blvd., General Santos City 
‘Acharon Blvd., General Santos City 
‘Acharon Bivd., General Santos City 


06-15 350.00 / sqm 


06-16 350.007 sqm 


06-17 350.00 / sqm 


06-18 800.007 sqm 


06-19 800.00 / sqm 


06-20 400 / sqm 


06-21 
06-22 
06-23 
06-24 
06-25 


Р 17,000.00 / зат 
P. 17,000.00 / sqm 
Р: 17,000.00 7 sam 
Р 17,000.00 / зат 
Р 15,000.00 / sqm 


lot (not contiguous) 


Interested bidders may obtain bidding documents starting March 20, 2006 upon 
payment of non-refundable fee of P500.00 from the Office of the Head, Property 
Management, 3/F, RSBS Bldg., Camp Aguinaldo, ас. 

A Pre-Bidding Conference is scheduled on March 24, 2006 at 10:00 AM, Central Meeting 
Room A, RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, Q.C. 

Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their representatives on April 5, 2006 
0 AM at the Central Meeting Room A, RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, О.С. 

For further inquiries, you can call MS. LIZA HIZON or MR. DARWIN MANZANO at 

telephone numbers 9124718 or 9114071 local 249 

(PDI - March 47, 18 & 19, 2000) 


at 


Summer 
Chicat 
Rockwell 
Vintage 
Bazaar 

AT ROCKWELL'S VIN- 
tage Bazaar, Summer 
Chicisin. Drop by The 
Rockwell Tent and 
shop-til-you-drop at 
the Vintage Bazaar on 
March 18 to 19. 
There's Risque and 
Twinkle Ferraren for 
swim wear and appar- 
el by ауа, Lots Bo- 
tique, Vintage Polka, 
Marni's Room, Tonic, | 
Love You, Analog 
Soul, Bottoms Up, 
Ruth & Esther, Closet 
Raiders, Trip, Debbie. 
Co and Kate Torralba. 
Your tootsies would 
want ite loving, 
too. Find the right 
footwear at Sapato 
Мапа Сосо Tres 
Manila and Charcoal. 
Remember to find the 
right bags by Renee 
Barretto to sult your 
mood. Now you've got 
the basles down to 
pat, it's time to acces- 
Sorize. Whatever itis 
you're looking for, 
you're bound to find at 
Ciara Creates, Murano 
Glass Jewelry, D'I- 
cious, Kathang Kamay, 
Oleic, Irene's Closet, 
Chic finds, and Rain- 
storm. Mark the dates 
‘on your calendar - 
March 18 to 19, 2006. 
{t's all about sun, sand 
and shopping at Rock- 
well's Summer Chic. 
Vintage Bazaar! 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2006 


Holy Mass will be o 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER -----------------------. 


OBITUARIES 


His wife, 
CLARISSA 
Children, 
CATHERINE 
JOHN 
JOJO 
TIN-TIN 
GUITA 
MICHELLE 
Mother, 
FELISSA 


Grandchildren, 


Sisters, 


‘I will bless you and make your name great; and 
youshallbea blessing." Genesis 12:2 


LEONARDO DE SILVA UMALE 


Now rests in the infinite warmth of our Lord. 
He joined our Creator on March 16, 2000 at the age of 58. 


DANIELLE, MARCUS, TIFFANY 
LEONARD, JUSTIN, CAMILLE, DARYLL 


CHIT, FE, MELLY, LOU, JULIE and ELLEN 


request relatives and friends to join them in prayers for his eternal repose. 
His remains now lie in state at the Umale residence. 


ffered at the Christ the King Church, Greenmeadows, Pasig 
on Sunday, March 19, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. 


% Republic of the Philippines 
Gp e, Department of Agrarian Reform 


Su NOTICE OF VACANCY 


The Project entitled "Second Agrarian Reform Communities Development 
Project” funded by the World Bank is in urgent need of quailed applicants 
to occupy the post of 


ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST 


Duty Station : ARCDP2-DAR Central Ойсе in Quezon Сау 


Duties and Responsibilities : The positon entalis the provision о! advice and 
Performance of echnical and capaciy-bufding services о ensure compliance by 
Ef stakeholders wih the environmental safeguards policy of the Project. The 
Environmental Spacahst wil report direct 1o the Chet of Sub-Project Appraisal 
Unit and work closely with ай CPO professional salt as wall as maintain contact 
With both publi and private sector agencies involved п development activities to 
insure Ihe low of uprio-date information which would be necessary ю guarantee 
Compliance by the LGUs and other implementers with the environmental 
Safeguards prescribed by the World Bank. 
‘Speciicaly, he/she wil be tasked to: 

the Implementation Manual on Environmental Safeguards ofthe 


Ensure that the project environmental assessment guidelines as 
approved by the World Валк are complied with by the Local Government 
Unis (LGUs) and NIA; 

Prepare io practical sector guidelines for LGUs on the environmental 
Tequrements to securo relevant environmental clearances and permis 
Coordinate with the EMB of DENA Regional Offices on emerging 
Guidelines that wil allect the LGUS. This Inciudes participation to 
колта! working group and pubtiprvate dialogues, organized by the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENA); 

Develop and Implement a rapid monitoring system to ensure thet the 
nvirormantal management plans of each sub-project are properly 
Implemented and submit ог causo to submit monitoring reports 10 
Turiadicional DENA Яодопа! Offices consistent wih the laters reporting 
fequiremonts; 

Participate inthe technical conferences between DENA and LGUs! 
Natonalinigation Adminstration (МАУ in casas of non-compliance by 
LGUINIA to environmental requirements, standards and laws: 

“Conduct inspection and submit pariodic led reports on environmental 
Impacts of sub-projects; 

Idontity environmental problems during Implementation of sub-projects 
and assist LGUs and NIA resolve such problems; 

1. Investigate complaints and reports of maipractices relativo to 
environmental issues and submit reports and recommendation for 
acions ofthe Chie! Technical Advisor, and 

10. Pedorm other duties the Chet Technical Advisor or Chief of Sub-project 
Appraisal Unt may assign. 


preparer or re 
Environmental saleguards roquiramonts would 00 an advantago. 

n applcants must submit hair application lottar, comprehensive resumé 

oy of diploma and recent 2x2 photo not later an March 24, 2006. 
The Chief Technical Advisor 
Socond Agranan Rotorm Communities Development Project 
FAFSO Annex Buding, DAR Compound 
Eliplical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
(зд) ADELBERTO B. BANIGUED 

уро Maren 18. 2008) 


SEND YOUR RESUMÉS INSTANTLY J 


ONIN 


“CLASSIFIEDS __ 
& 


NOTICE OF VACANCY FOR COLLEGE PRESIDENT 


The Board of Trustees ofthe DON HONORIO VENTURA COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND TRADES (DHVCAT) Bacolor, Pampanga formally and public announces 
fhe Search for COLLEGE PRESIDENT рог Board Resolution No. 2, s. 2006 
dated February 8, 2006. 
The minimum qualfications for the position are as flows: 
7. must be a Fiipino ciizen 
2. preterably a holder of doctoral degree 
3. preferably between 35 to 61 years old 
4. must be morally upright. 
& wi recognized leadership in hisher profession in he academefindosiry 
©. win atleast five (5) years of manageraadminisratve experience 
Formal application addressed othe Search Committee should be accompanied 
with the folowing: 
1. Detailed curiculum vtae and сопе? supporting documents: 
2. Proposed Four Year Development Pian for tne College consistent with. 
the Vision, Mission and Thrusts of ће College; 
3. Results of neuro-psychiairic examination conducted by any government 
physician or any accredited health insttuton: 
Меда Certificate trom a government physician: 
Natonal Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Clearance; 
Ombudsman Clearance; 
Civil Service Commission Clearance/Certificate of No Pending 
‘Administrative Caso issued by the Administ саг of present 
employer / or previous employer, ала 
а. Garaiation of not being convicted in any administrative or criminal cases. 
Interested applicants andor hose nominated forthe postion aro requested to 
‘Submit five (5) sets of documents In sealed envelopes іо Ms. Evangaine S. 
Bondoc, Board Secretary, Don Honorio Ventura College of Arts and Trades, 
Bacolor, Pampanga on or belore Apri 3, 2006. 


Repubic ol те Prápoines. 
DON HONORIO VENTURA COLLEGE of ARTS and TRADES 
Bacolor, Pampanga 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 


WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE Н! 
MEDICAL PROMOTIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


* Single, female, 20 to 25 years of age 
• Atleast 5'2" in height with pleasing personality 
• College graduate, good communication skills 
Bring resumé with 2x2 picture, transcript of record, 
NBI clearance to: 
#151 San Francisco St., Bray Plainview, Mandaluyong City 
E 532-5401; 532-5413; 534-4114 


Employers tackle Avian flu 


WORRIED OVER THE CONTINUING THREAT OF AVIAN INFLUENZA TO 
human health and the impact of the rapidly spreading virus to operations 
ot business and organizations, the Employers Confederation of the 
Philippines (ECOP) is conducting a forum to prepare firms "for the worst 
case of pandemic.” Held on March 16 at the RCBC Plaza, the forum on 
Avian Flu: How Would Business Соре?, focused on "strategles to be put 
in place for businesses to minimize the effect of avian influenza to its 
essential activities and its spread of infection," ECOP president Rene Y. 
Soriano emphasized. The main resource person of the forum is Dr. John 
Pournoor who leads the ЗМ Avian Flu Public Health Solutions Program in 
the United States and who has been involved in solutions on drug 
delivery, asepsis, blological detection, infection control, epidemiology and 
emergency preparedness and response. 


For as Le 40,636 a month 


713582 * 872.9982 * 874-0486 * 805-2510 • 827-2309 


Casimiro Development Forte Realty 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


MB eost vers 
rom то неля 


SKIN DISEASES 
"ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
UTI. ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
NFERTLITVIMPOTENCE 
MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELOIDIPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 


Garma dg. No.8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, QC. 


ores Ate PI MON: to SAT, 


TEL. NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474 


Villa Feliza 
Homes 


долу Zope Ron, 
Ponplona, Las Pas Ciy 


Manong Mansoor 
FORTE REALTY 
a| conus: 


4872-9982 4805-2310 


For Sale: COFFEE SHOP/ 
RESTO P850k. 


Negotiable, Lock Stock 
а Barrel, good Interiors G/F Condotel, 
Greenhills, w/in stretch of hi-end condos. 
Call Lito 0917-8865275 
Tonette 0917-8504999 


4sale 2br 
Mkt Tuscany 
0917-3006474 


CLASSIFIEDS 


More 


Classified Ads 


on pages A2-25 


, B5 & B8 


The Board of Directors, 
The Management & Staff of 


MASCHINEN & TECHNIK, INC. (MATEC) 
& 


COUTINHO CARO INTERNATIONAL & CO. 
MUNCHMEYER PETERSEN GROUP OF 
COMPANIES (HAMBURG) 


Condole & share with the family 


the loss of 


HANS D. BANZHAF 


(06 July 1939 – 16 March 2006) 


Former Vice-President for Energy and who served 
the company for 20 years. His colleagues will surely 
miss “HDB” (as he is fondly called) and the mutual 
love and respect caringly spent together during his 
stay with MATEC. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2006 


"For Lam already being poured out like a drink offering, and 
the time has come for my departure. І have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there 
is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day.” 

- 2 Timothy 4:6-8 


The management and staff of 


Astrazeneca? 


Condole with the family of 


Paul Gerard A. Benoza 


Who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on March 14, 2006. 


Paul worked for AstraZeneca Philippines for 10 
years. He was an achiever whose hardwork, good- 
natured demeanor and high work ethics endeared 
him to his friends and colleagues. His gentle 
manners stemmed from having been loved 
profusely by people he cared for. Paul will be 
remembered as a man of great faith and one who 


had a deep love for his family especially his 
mother, Lyn, and wife, Jan. 


His remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial, 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. Interment will be 
on Sunday, March 19, 2006 at the Manila South 
Cemetery after the 1:00pm mass. , 


We extend our sincerest condolences to his family 
and loved ones and join the pious readers in 
praying for the eternal repose of his soul. 


THEY YERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


HANS D. BANZHAF 


06 July 1939 — 16 March 2006 


"Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Calered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books 8: 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 


а рет 
| EDITA CACANINDIN BAÑARES ^- For God 


of Aringay, La Union and San Andres, Manila so loved 
Peacefully joined her Creator 

on March 16, 2006 at the age of 74. the 

Her loving husband Onesimo (1);: children & children-in-law Ruth | 

and Vic, Ruby and Mario, Ruben, Rose, Rodel; grandchildren. world, 
аш, Leandro and Daniel; Katrine, Mario Је, Jeremiah, Leonila 

Carmela Leandro та Батке nieces olherisativesandinends | | that He 
Teques the plos readers to pray for her soul's eternal repose. 

Her remains Бе in state at Nacional Memorial Homes, G. Araneta gave us 


Deine Freunde Are Quen Oy ron March 19,2006 бамав ате | | His only 

Heritage Park Crematory, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. begotten | 
| Son, that 
whoever 
believes 
in Him 


hall not 
HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516, 899-4425; akal 
897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) perish 


CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) but have 

MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 | Everlas- 
KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 | ting life." 
MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 John 3:16 


Du wirst uns sehr fehlen. 


For your Classified Ads requirements, call 
our Classifieds Advertising HOTLINES: 


THE OFFICERS and STAFF OF 
BJS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


Condole with the family of its Director 


Hans Dieter Banzhaf 


Who passed away in the 
Grace of our Lord on March 16, 2006. 


He will be missed by all of us 
who had the privilege of working with him. 


We extend our condolences to 
his family and loved ones and join 
the pious readers in praying for 
the eternal repose of his soul. 


In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
St. Isidore The Farmer Parish 
will be appreciated. 


We remember our loved one to have lived hi: 
Life according to these lines: 


Ihave 
h "I expect to pass this world but once 
fougi t Any good thing therefore that I can do, 
or any kindness I can show to my fellowmen 
Let me do it now 
the Let me not defer or neglect it 
For I shall not pass this way again” 


good 


fight, I 
have 


finished 
Laz Terrazas Maa, Davao City ..... 


the San Roque Parish Church, Cabrera St 

San Rafael Parish Park Ave., Pasay City 
Our Mother of Perpertual Help, Baclaran, Pasay СЕ 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Макай... 
San Juan Nepomuceno Parish, Pasay City 
Sta. Clara Parish, P. Burgos, Pasay City 
St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori, Мадай 
St. Jude Parish, Malvar Street, Davao City 
Carmelite Monastery Church, Lanang, Davao City 
Assumption Church, F. Torres St, Davao City 
San Pedro Cathedral, San Pedro St., Davao City 
kep t San isidro Labrador Chapel, Sto. Niño 


Talaingod, Davao del Norte... 


In Loving Memory 
on the 23rd Death Anniversary of 


CONRADO C. ALCANTARA 


who passed away on March 19, 1983 


The Holy Mass will be offered for the 
eternal repose of his soul at the following: 


race, І 


bave 


Редетрова Church, J.P Laur ve, Davao Ciy 
b Sla Ana Church, Sta. Ana Avenue, Davao CI. 
tbe Зап Pablo Parish, Майға, Davao City. ~ 
San Roque Parish Church, Kiwalan, ligan CI... 

Lugait Parish Church, Шай Misamis Oriental. 


faith || ss 


Immaculate Conception Chapel, Maribulan 


(2 Timothy 4) Alabel, Sarangani Province... 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring. 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


- DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT - MESSAGE OF THANKS 
- DEATH ANNIVERSARY - REQUIEMS 


Hans Dieter Banzhaf 


July 06, 1939 – March 16, 2006 
Peacefully joined his Creator at the age of 66. 


His loving wife Jane; children Pipo and Lynn delos Santos, 
Tina and Gerry de Jesus, Dada and Jones Lanza & 
Yammy; grandchildren Max, Georgia & Olivia; sister Anne 
Marie & Michael Bittenbinder; brothers-in-law Shorty and 
Lita Server, Fritz and Chiqui Server; nephews & nieces, 
grandnephews & nieces; other relatives and friends, request 
the readers to pray for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


His ashes lie in state at #302 Ma. Cristina St., Ayala Alabang 
Village, Muntinlupa City. 


In lieu of flowers, donations to the St. Isidore The Farmer 
Parish will be appreciated. 


? 


ТҮЛҮКТҮҮ 


а За 


mourn the death of their honorary member 


Hans D. Banzhaf 


who passed away after a long sickness 
on 16 March 2006 
atthe age of 66. 


He has been a member of the German Club 
since October 1967. 


nto mari 


Movei 


tween keeping up with the 

frenzied pace of the 

metropolis and keeping up 

with each other, modern 

couples sometimes — find 

themselves facing challenges that 
traditional wisdom can't understand. 

Thats because modern issues need 

modern solutions. 

And thats what Community Innovations 

is all about, After the resounding success of 

| The Columns Ayala Avenue, another set of 

Columns is rising in the heart of exciting 

Legazpi Village. With the introduction of 

loft and bi-level units, The Columns Legazpi 

Village not only redefines what it means to 

live in the city it also promises to shed new 

light on how you can spend your life 

together with your partner. With the Makati 


Central Business District practically next $ 
door and Greenbelt within walking 


distance, you can easily touch base with a 
quick lunch together or even relive your 
first date at the drop of a hat. What's more 
is that whether youre going to the gym, 
going on a food trip, bargain hunting, or 
even just doing the laundry, any moment 
can be a shared memory with the array of 
amenities within The Columns itself and the 
various shops and other treasures hidden in 
the quaint nooks and crannies of Legazpi 
Village. At The Columns Legazpi Village, а 
better Ше, like everything else, is within а 
few steps. 


HLURB Шоно о Soll No. 19551 


sp 
SA gi 


— 


Live a few stepo от everything. 


Live at the 


new Columns Legazpi Villa 
and be a few 


t 


SOSA RL M 


www.communityinnovations.com.ph | Call: (632) 888-0000 


LI ELLE 


al bl 


© сан 080-0000, 
atesQayalalanticom pit, 
or visit. 
wavu communityinnevations.com.ph, 
; Monel units are available for 
Viewing at the 3rd level, Glorietta 3, 
4x Byala Genter, everyday from 
110 am to 8 pm (Sunday te Thurstiay), 
19 am to 9 pm (Fritlay end Saturday). 


^ баш Innovations is an 
‘Ayata Lami company that caters 
“te urban achievers. It builds 
J^ “natanced, harmonious 
communities with a sense of fun, 
where tho tit unerience 
4 eee the lifestyles and 
z^ tuttills the aspirations of 
Qo sis customers, 


Community Innovations 


Live the life you deserve. 
an лудило company. 


e 
eps from . 
a happier marriage. 


sales@ayalaland.com.ph 


Б ЕСІ 
BSP allows 
banks 


to develop 
property 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
allowed banks to develop idle property assets 
in joint venture with real estate companies. 

The new circular issued by the BSP will 
cover real property assets acquired either 
through foreclosure or as payment in kind to 
settle borrowers loans and other advances, 

‘The circular also covers pieces of property 
acquired following mergers or consolidations 
with other financial institutions. 

"The decision of the Monetary Board (the. 
BSP's policy-making body) was prompted by 
its desire to encourage and help banks dis- 
pose of their holdings of non-performing as- 
sets,” the BSP said. 

То prevent abuse, joint venture agreement 
between banks and property companies will 
be subject to the following restrictions: 

‘© Any deal must get prior MB approval; 

© Banks’ contribution shall be limited to 
ROPOAS and properties acquired as a conse- 
quence of mergers/consolidation which are 
no longer necessary in their operations; 

* Banks are prohibited from providing 
funds to the joint venture either as a loan or 
capital contribution; and, 

* Banks are not allowed to recognize in- 
come out of the properties it contributed to 
the joint venture regardless of the agreed val- 
ation of properties in the JVA. 

Banks will only be allowed to recognize in- 
come upon receipt of the proceeds from the 
sale ofthe developed properties. 

"The real estate may be developed for im- 
mediate sale or conversion into earning as- 
sets. 

BSP figures showed that the banking sys- 
tem has about P221 billion in idle real estate 
assets as of the end of last year. 

То further ease the burden of ROPOAs on 
the operations of banks, the BSP also autho- 
rized banks to invest in the equities of compa- 
nies engaged in real estate development. 

“The BSP hopes that the initiative to allow 
banks to enter into JVAs with real estate de- 
velopment companies and to invest in the eq- 
uities of said companies will provide banks 
with effective means of reducing their non- 
performing assets,” the BSP said. 


ISM raises 
stake in ETPI 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FIRM ISM 
Communications Inc. has increased its stake 
in one of the country's oldest telecommunica- 
tions companies, further paving the way for 
its sister firm to enter the highly competitive. 
mobile phone business. 

n a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, ISM said it has completed acquiring a 
40-percent stake in Eastern Telecommunica- 
tions Philippines Inc. (ETP). 

The stake was bought from Australian Gi- 
gahertz Network International Pry. Ltd. for 
P8.2 million. 

After the acquisition, ISM now officially 
‘owns 57.7 percent of EPTI. 

With the purchase, ISM president Eric О. 
Recto predicted that Connectivity Unlimited Re- 
sources Enterprise Inc. (CURE)—a start-up 3G 
mobile phone operator which he also 
heads—would become the main client of EPTI. 

“Cure will be, at some point, one of East- 
ern’s biggest clients for long-distance phone 
calls,” he said in a telephone interview. 

Eastern operates an international gateway 
facility which is the main system used to link 
phone calls with the networks of other coun- 
tries. 

Recto said links between CURE and Eastern 
would be strengthened once the former starts 
the roll-out and commercial operations of its 
mobile phone network in the comings 
months. 

In the meantime, Recto said ISM intended 
to build up EPTI' existing businesses, which. 
include broadband Internet services as well as 
asmall landline telephone operations. 

The company's disclosure to the stock ex- 
change added that, after the application, ISM 
would now "be able to proceed with its appli- 
cation to the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission for an increase in its capital stock аз 
previously approved by shareholders.” 

Recto explained that the purchase an- 
nounced yesterday was just a formality, espe- 
cially since the group of former trade minister 
Roberto Ongpin—of which he is a part 
of—has already been in management control 
of EPTI since last year. 

"What this just means is that the money 
held in escrow in the bank has already been 
transferred," he said. 

"The purchase also heads off a potential dis- 
pute with telecommunications giant Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co., whose mo- 
bile phone unit earlier claimed to have the 
right of first refusal over the EPTI shares 
which were previously owned by Cable and 
Wireless. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2006 


В; 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Fire consumes 
worth of property from 2000 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


ROM YEAR 2000 TO 2005, 
there were 53,927 fire calls 
nationwide—a national aver- 

age of 29 fire incidents per day. 

"rhe total damage of these fires has been es- 
timated at P24.27 billion, an average loss of 
more than P13.29 million a day, 1,357 deaths 
and 3,564 injuries. 

"The Bureau of Fire public information ser- 
vices chief Renato Marshal said the reported fig- 
ures do not include those losses sustained from 
cancelled business opportunities resulting to 
unemployment and environmental degrada- 
tion. 


Appeal 

"The bureau is appealing to building owners 
and residents to be more conscious and in- 
volved in fire prevention. 

Fires are often caused by negligence. Resi- 
dents of slum areas, where fires have caused 
more damage during the recorded years, have 
то proper housekeeping and maintain poor or 
illegal electrical systems. 

Sometimes, fires are caused by pure reckless- 
ness, The bureau chief recalled a fire resulting 
from a couple who had a quarrel and threw oil 
lamps at each other in anger. That domestic spat 
was able to the raze the entire slum area where 
the couple lived. Worse, the flyover that ran di- 
rectly above the slum area was also damaged by 
the fire, resulting in the long-term closure of the 
flyover to vehicular traffic. 


Structural fires 

From January to December of 2005, there 
were 4,710 structural fires out of 10,728 
recorded fire incidents. The total damage cost 
‘was estimated at P3.27 billion. 

Other fire incidents involved vehicles or 
ships (427 incidents); grass, forest or rub- 
bish fire (3,727); chemicals such as oil de- 
pots, paint plants (38); other unidentified 


fire incidents (1,826). 

‘The causes of the fire had been listed as elec- 
trical (2805); bonfires (330); open flame, 
cooking or lighted candles (2,300), cigarette 
butts (668); fireworks/explosions (118); 
flammable liquid (153); LPG tanks or stoves 
(119); and unknown causes (4,235). Intention- 
al fires numbered 188, accidental fires were 
recorded at 7,724. Still under investigation are 
2,826 incidents. 

From January to December 2004, there were 
4,762 structural fires out of the 10,157 fire inci- 
dents. The total damage was estimated at P3.28 
billion, Vehicular fire incidents numbered 433; 
grass forest fires 2,240; chemical fires at 61; 
rubbish at 667; and others at 1,994. 

Causes of fires were electrical (2,977); com- 
bustion heat, bonfire (1,283); open flame cook- 
ing (1,787); lit cigarette butts/smoking (294); 
fireworks (156); flammable liquid (150); LPG 
tank or stove (264); and unknown causes at 
3,246. Intentional fires at this year were record- 
ей at 256, accidental at 7,245, and those still 
under investigation are 2,656. 


Strict 
‘Marshal said that Bureau of Fire has been 
strict with boarding houses, hotels and other es- 


tablishments where people reside or gather in 
large numbers. Such establishments, he said, 
are where most fire fatalities have been record- 
ed. He cited the Manor Hotel fire in 1996 that 
killed 70 people, because of lack of safety build- 
ing requirements. Most of the fatalities here 
were suffocated. 

The Ozone Disco fire in 1996 in Quezon City 
claimed the lives of 160 people and injured 80 
individuals. This fire originated from faulty 
electrical wiring 

‘The fie that gutted the Association de Damas 
de Filipinas Inc. in Paco, Manila, in 1998 killed 
27 persons. It was caused by an overheated ceil- 
ing fan. 

in terms of structural damage, the Baseco 
Compound fire in Tondo, Manila, in 2004 was 
one of the most extensive. One unattended lit 
candle razed 6,000 houses, rendered 12,500 
families homeless. About P40-million worth of 
property went up in smoke. 

Marshal said most causes of fires could have 
been prevented had owners or residents been 
more vigilant and aware of their appliances, 
and electrical systems. He added that people 
should also be more careful of leaving their сей 
phone chargers in electrical sockets for extend- 
ed periods of time. 


Construction Show 
Cebu: Making a big 
mark in RP 


By Charles E. Buban 


CEBUS BIGGEST АМО 
longest running annual con- 
struction show is opening anew 
its door in June and this eariy, 
the organizer of the 14th Con- 
struction Show Cebu is report- 
ing enormous response from po- 
tential exhibitors and sponsors 
from across the country. 

“Perhaps its because of the 
events track record," said Lili 
beth Ducut-Abais of LA Ducut 
and Co. (constructionshowGla- 
ducut.com), the event’s organiz- 
ex "Mtera series of very success- 
ful staging, the Construction 
Show Cebu has established itself 
as the most-sought-after event 
by the country’ local manufac- 
turers and exclusive distributors 
of global brands for reaching 
across to their customers in the 
Visayas and Mindanao, as well 
asin other parts of the county. 

Abais also cited Hardware 
Consolidated Inc. (HCD, the or- 
ganization that has continuous- 
ly supported the construction 
show since its inception. 


Big hardware firms 

“НСІ is comprised of some of 
the big hardware firms and com- 
panies operating in Visayas and 
Mindanao. It should be noted 
that one ofits pioneer-members, 
Cebu Oversea Hardware, is a 
part owner of the Ortigas Home 
Depot and Alabang Home De- 
pot, two major players here in 
Metro Manila, said Abais. 

For the members of HCI as 
экей аз the rest of sponsors of the 
upcoming construction show, 


Abais said the Cebu event is con- 
sidered as a cost-effective plat- 
form for reaching out to their re- 
gional market. 

“Even visitors of the event 
consider the province of Cebu as 
a favorable location adding that 
interested parties looking for lo- 
cal distributors in the region will 
find the Cebu venue a perfect 
place for its direct access to their 
prospective distributors,” added 
Abas. 

The four-day event will be 
held at the Cebu Trade Hall lo- 
cated at the third floor of SM 
City Cebu. 


Technology showcase 

According to Abais, this year's 
event promises to showcase sev- 
eral new construction technolo- 
gies, products and services in 
the construction industry. 

“The 14th Construction Show 
Cebu is being held at a time 
when the regional construction. 
market is exremely buoyant. 
This buoyancy maybe attributed 
to several positive factors in- 
cluding a strong peso-dollar ex- 
change rate, а booming con- 
struction industry, and interna- 
tional investors’ increasing con- 
fidence,” said Abais. 

“Тһе consistency of our firm's 
support to the construction 
show is unwavering. Even in the 
midst of the Asian crisis in 1997 
and its aftermath in 1998 to 
1999, we have pushed through 
with the event's holding. In fact, 
for the past 13 years, statistics 
show that Construction Show 
Cebu enjoys an average annual 
growth rate of 25 percent in its 
Visitor traffic,” she said. 
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Choteau Elysed invites you to йге} out and unwind 
ot its charming clubhouse, or take a dip info t 
waters of our exclusive swimming poo, Enjoy! 


** Round-the-clock security 


* Just 2 kilometers from SM Bicutan 
* Shuttle service to ond from SM Bicuton 
* Minutes oway from NAIA 


* Cubhouse 

* Swimming Pool 

• падова 

© BoskabolCout 

* Jogging Tol 

* Badminton & Tennis Coutts 


* ифа Room 
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* Convenience Store 
* Мура Pong 


» Great location--15 mins oway from the Makati Central Business District 


* Close promiximity fo schools, hospitals and shopping centers 


+ Ensy financing packages through PAG-IBIG, ће bank or in-house financing 


Enjoy all thoso amenltios with tho entro family: 
Chien’ Ploy Aveo 


Site Mop 


Doña Soledad Extension, Bicutan, Poroñaque City 
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Visit www.smdevelopment,com or 
email us at info@smdevelopment.com 
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Asian prose 


ITIS REWARDING TO FIND OUT THAT JUST 
a few minutes away from your home, you can 
easily dip yourself into a refreshing pool, en- 
јоу reading your favorite book lulled by a cool 
breeze or plan hosting family events at a 
venue right next to you. 

АШ these you can do as you are surrounded 
with Asian-inspired architecture of the Recre- 
ation Center that is now being enjoyed by the. 
homeowners of Ayala Hillside Estates. This up- 
scale growing community of Ayala Land Inc. is 
located at Old Balara Quezon City, а vicinity 

Quite unexpected to 
still have 23 hectares of 
rolling terrain and fair- 
way views. 


Шиме 
ARCHITECTURE 


Asian character 

The Recreation Cen- 
ter stands in a village 
park of approximately 
3,180 square meters, 
‘welcoming every per- 
son entering the neigh- 
bothood. The Asian 
character of the struc- 
tures was composed of 
the elegance of clean 
lines and the warmth ofthe finishes. 

One's attention will easily be drawn by ће 
column and exterior wall cladding finishes 
made of teakwood, a natural stone that gives off 
а yellowish hue with surfacing grain patterns 
that are unique from each other. The structures 
age capped wi dark colored flat conerere rof 
tiles. 

"When we designed this project, we were par- 
ticular in being able to arrive at a perfect pro- 
portion of the structures. Identifying a good 
Slope for the roofing was one of the ways. There 
are no roof gutters and rainwater alight at con- 
cealed passages by the ground that is carefully 
covered with crushed gravel. 

Looking up from the inside the pavilion, one 
can see reeds cleanly lining up the ceiling, The 
place is not enclosed by any wall, thereby freely 
allowing breeze to pass by. One also notices the 
trellis-covered bridgeways, one leading to the 


Marcos 
de Guzman Jr. 
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WELCOMING the Ayala Hillside Estates development is the Recreation Center. 


e 


BRIDGEWAY trellis in between the 
structures 


‘THE PALM court provides breeze both for the Pavilion and the pool. 


Creating eden at Portofino 


STRETCHING ALONG THE LAS PINAS- 


Cavite-Laguna-Muntinlupa Link Road 
is a 300-hectare property at the cutting 
edge of masterplanned communities. A 
masterpiece by maverick real property 
developer Brittany Corp., the Portofino 
isa slice of Italian high-life in Manila. 

Just 30 minutes away from the central 
business district of Makati and only five 
minutes away from the commercial cen- 
ters of Alabang is this exclusive enclave 
where the word beautiful cannot even 
begin to describe the homes. Clusters, 
rather than rows, of Italian-inspired 
homes set against lush green gardens 
paint a stunning picture of a community 
that is truly like no other. In many ways, 
Portofino can rightfully claim that it ruly 
is heaven on earth. 


Breathless 
“Tt is really so picturesque that I some- 


MICHELANGELO facade. 


times find myself breathless when I enter 
the gates. [can immediately tell that! am 
in a different world," said Brittany Corp. 
president Jing Serrano. 

‘A world all its own, the Portofino de- 
velopment includes ‘various enclaves: 
Portofino Heights, Portofino South, 
Courtyards of Portofino I and П, and 
‘Widelots at Portofino. The Italian-in- 
spired architecrure features зш» 

renched colors, cobblestones, charming 
arches and a strong sense of openness 
that only comes with a thorough under- 
standing of light and space. 

Among its most important features are 
the casita where the master of the house 
can enjoy privacy, and an open area 
where the family can gather. Various 
amenities are offered for the pleasure of 
its residents: a multipurpose clubhouse, 
pools, courts and other common proper- 
ty development features. 


Masters Collection 
But far from resting on its lau 
rels, Brittany Corp. continues to 
capitalize on its trailblazing 
spirit. Its most recent offer- 
ing, The Masters Collec- 


FRONT view of Cezanne 


tion, is a testament to the innovative spir- 
itof Britany Corp. and its commitment to 
providing the highest standard of living 
possible. The Masters Collection is as 
‘sweet as la dolce vita could possibly get. 

Арду named after Italian masters of 
the arts, The Masters Collection includes 
six new model homes that could only be 
described as breathtaking in all aspects. 
Grandeur is in the details. And within 
these homes, every last element is crafted 
with the high life in mind. 

As the first completed model home of 
The Masters Collection, the Michelangelo 
is best characterized by its unceasing at- 
tention to every minute feature. 
Michelangelo is a home that exudes 

талдешг and sophistication rather than 
aunts it 

Rather than creating a separate en- 
clave for The Masters Collection, these 
homes are intended to be integrated 
within the entire Portofino development. 
The floor areas of the six model homes 
range from 350 sq m to 625 sq m. Lot 
sizes reach to as much as 1,000 sq m. For 
as long as the client has a lot within the 
Portofino development within the re- 
quired lot range, he can choose a home 

that is part of the Masters Collec- 
tion. 

“Тһе Portofino develop- 
ment is not just about the 
homes within the communi- 
ty. More than the beautiful 
architecture, it is also about 

we ‘have master- 


space in order to create a unique urban 
escape,” Serrano explained. 


Comfort zone 

“At Brittany Corp., we believe that the 
environment where we spend significant 
amount of time in greatly contributes to 
the kind of person we become. Living in a 
place where the architecture is beautiful 
gardens are constantly in bloom, and 
spaces are provided to encourage neigh- 
bors to talk to each other all contribute to 
ош well-being. I relaxes us, allows us to 
function better and gives a feeling of 
comfort and security. And this, 1 believe, 
is the key to the success of Portofino. 
Within this property, we literally created 
a comfort zone that nurtures its residents 
the minute they enter the gates and long 
after they have returned to the urban jun- 
gle,” she added. 

The entire Portofino development 
boasts of premium utilities for its resi 
dents. To ensure an unobstructed view of 
the landscape, cables for power and com- 
munication were buried underground. 
Perimeter fences and buffer trees line the 
boundary lots to ensure security apart 
from the 24-hour system that safeguards 
the entire community. Deep wells and 
water reservoirs ensure a round-the- 
clock water service. Garbage is collected 
every other day. Most of all, a profession- 
al propery management team secures 
the community and makes sure that the 
high standards are maintained long after 
the last lot has been purchased. 

‘The Portofino development includes 
Portofino Heights, Portofino South, the 
Couryards of Portofino, Courtyards I, 
WideLots of Portofino and The Masters 
Collection. Brittany Corp. and its proper- 
ties remain as an investment of choice in 
real estate development today. More than. 
just a safe investment, it has developed 
into a wise choice for homeowners with a 
vision for the future. For inquiries and 
property previews, please call 850-2868 
or 850-3084, 
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‘THE RECREATION Center is characterized 
with elegant linear design. 


pavilion and another toward the separate struc- 
ture, These create а feel of crossing the islands 
ofthe archipelago. 


Fostering a family experience 

Many ше yet to discover this development 
designed to foster a family experience which 
prides itself to be "your own patch of hill and 
sky within city limits.” Not for long, the commu- 
nity will again witness the emergence of anoth- 
er collage of amenities with the upcoming con- 
struction of the proposed Social Club which is 
scheduled to break the grounds of Phase 3b by 
the middle of this year. While reflecting the 
same character of the Recreation Center, it rests 
ona bigger land area of 5,698 square meters, 

‘The homeowners will enjoy another swim- 
ming pool, this time curvilinear in design. There 
will be a multipurpose hall for holding events 
and across it is the administration office to ser- 
vice the needs of the entire community The cli- 
max is the Social Hall which has a capacity of 
200 persons and with outdoor lawn as spillover 
area, The creativity of the landscape architects 
of DQA, with my friend Frank Borja, provided 
generous landscaping that will complete the 
community's Asian prose. 


Marquinton’s 
first tower 
celebrates early 
completion 


MARQUINTON RESIDENCES, MARIKI- 
na's much-awaited premier condomini- 
um development, recently celebrated 
the Barcelona Tower topping off ceremo- 
ny—marking its early completion in just 
six months of construction, “This is an 
important milestone for Federal Land as 
it stands as another testament to the 
company's solid commitment to efficient 
construction and timely delivery of 
structures," said Ramon Aldaba, Federal 
Land first vice president for sales, 

Barcelona Tower is the first among the 
cluster of mid-rise residential-commercial 
condominiums rising in the 20-hectare 
master-planned community. It is expected 
to be turned over to unit owners in the last 
quarter of 2006. 


Track record 

Federal Land, property arm of the 
Metrobank Group of companies, has a 
track record of quality projects built on 
time and on specification, Fully committed 
to deliver only the best to its customers, 
Federal Lands acclaimed portfolio has 
earned the company a well deserved repu- 
tation fr excelence gaining the ust of 
its clients and respect of the industry 

Construction of Alicante Tower, the sec- 
ond tower of Marquinton Residences, is al- 
зо proceeding as planned. It held its first 
concrete-pouring in December 2005, one 
month ahead of the original schedule. 


Self-contained township 

Envisioned to be a self-contained town- 
ship, Marquinton Residences provides 
homeowners with a complete and nurtur- 


MARQUINTON’S) B2-3 


Chateau Elyseé Designed For The Good Life 


Living the good life need not be costly. It may simply be a matter of maximizing space, providing 
generous amenities and wide-open spaces, and still keeping everything within reach of the average 


Filipino’s budget. 


‘At Chateau Elyseé, the initial project of SM Development Corporation, all design details come together 
to provide a rare experience in affordable luxury. A wealth of amenities makes for unexcelled convenience. 
The clusters are painted in Mediterranean colors and spaced far apart for better ventialtion and privacy. 


Each unit has a three-meter-high ceiling, well above the 2.7-meter regulation height. This creates an 
airy, cool feel. Each unit is also carefully planned for excellent distribution of space among the living 
and dining areas, kitchens, and bedrooms. 


Model units can be viewed at the site itself, Doña Soledad Avenue Extension, Bicutan, Parafiaque City, 


or at Building A, SM Corporate Offices, 1000 Bay Boulevard, 


Pasay City, These model units serve as 


а showcase of how а well-planned interior design can maximize the amount of floor area, and furnish 
the unit for full visual impact. Planned and executed by well-known interior design outfit Atelier Almario, 
the model unit designs make use of various themes such as Japanese Zen and Asian Modern. 


Whatever the unit owner's preference, there is an interior design plan that speaks eloquently of his taste 
and preference. In the same way that Chateau Elyseé speaks well of his lifestyle. 
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Marquinton's first tower celebrates early completion sanu 


ing community. It makes available a host of so- 
cial, recreational and health facilities: a resort- 
type swimming pool, clubhouse, multipurpose 
function room, outdoor children’s playground, 
gym, basketball and tennis courts, courtyard 
garden and pond, picnic area and bicycle lanes. 

Justa jog away is the Blue Wave Mall, а com- 
mercial center featuring four top-grade cine- 
mas, superb dining options, performing venues 
and a myriad of retailers. Marquinton’s close 
proximity to first-rate medical facilities, banks, 
schools and public transport guarantees its resi 
dents that their needs are a stone's throw away. 

For more information on Marquinton Resi- 
dences, simply call 681-0111. Model units are 
available for viewing at the comer of Sumulong 
Hi-way and Fernando Avenue (next to Toyota 
showroom), 
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OneE-comCenter breaks ground at SM Central Business Park 


THE GROUNDBREAKING RITE 
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vestments Corp.'s vice chair Henry 
for OneE-comCenter was recent- Sy Jr, Pasay City ‘Mayor Wenceslao 
ly held at the SM Central Business ‘Trinidad, representatives and chil- 
Park. dren of former Sen. Ramon Revilla 

‘The groundbreaking ceremony Sr, Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
was attended by SM Investments Office director Strike Revilla and 
Corp.'s first EVP Hans Sy SM In- Philippine Reclamation Authority 


head executive assistant Andrea 
Bautista, and CEO/general manag- 
er Silvestre Bello Ш and SM Invest- 
ments Corp.'s president Jess Lucas. 

‘This new project is right next 
door to the 381,000-square-meter 
Mall of Asia which happens to be 


the biggest shopping mall of the 
SM Group and was considered as 
the centerpiece of the SM Central 
Business Park, 

The EcomCenter which is 
scheduled for completion by July 
2007, is a 94,000-sq-m OneE-com- 


Сеше, а 10-story ecommerce 
building that was designed by in- 
ternational firm Arquitectonica 
and architect Felix Lim. OneE-com- 
Center will provide cutting-edge 
facilities to meet the growing 
needs of technology-based compa- 
nies and will be more than just a 
call center facility plus twill have a 
total of 67,900 sq m available for 
lease. 

Owing to its strategic location is 
the OneEcomCenters ability to 
tap the grade A market and its be- 
ing right across the SM corporate 
headquarters, which is already 
home to US-based Teletech. And 
like Teletech, tenants ofthis E-com- 
Center will also enjoy tax incen- 
tives with an application with the 
Philippine Economic Zone Author- 
ity and companies that will locate 
at OneE-comCenter will be entitled 
to investment perks such as a four- 
or six-year income tax holiday and 
duty-free importation of equip: 


ment and raw materials, 

Aside from this project, SMIC 
will also break ground on a 
46,000-sq-m exhibition and con- 
vention center by this month which 
is the Maitrade Expo and Conven- 
tion Center which will be the coun- 
trys first privately-run exhibition 
and convention center as it is ex- 
pected to cost P900 million. Itenvi- 
sioned to become a favored venue 
for major conferences and trade 
exhibits, as well as for other inter- 
national and local events. 

Developments being planned in- 
clude corporate headquarters for 
one or two conglomerates, hotels, 
office and residential clusters, а 
coliseum for sporting events and 
entertainment shows as well as a 
ferry terminal, 

OneE-comCenter, Maitrade Ex- 
ро and Convention Center, and the 
Mall of Asia are just a prelude to 
what the SM Ceniral Business Райс 
will become in the future. 
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ins the bedroom vals The proiect 


From the country's most respected names in retailing and mall development comes a project that's 
soon to be a by-word in condominium living—the Mezza Residences. 


Situated at Aurora Boulevard comer Araneta 
and Guirayan Streets in the heart of Quezon Ct, 
e impressive Mezza Residences has four 38 storey 
fesigential towers, Offering one-bedroom, two- 
Bedroom, three-bedroom, and suite units with 
Introductory prices ranging from one to five milion, 
Mezza Residences в sulted for young professionals 
Yearning for their first taste of independence or 
Xening out families seeking a place to сай home. 
Ë леша Residences is metropolis living at its most 
J| convenient shares Julie Jalandoni, Assistant Vice 
À President for Sales and Marketing of SM 
À Development Corporation (SMDQ. “Everything one 
an ever need is fight here, thus saving on qas 
ergy. and precious Ume. We really had the teste 
Sf today's urban‘tes in mind in developing this 
Broject = addressing as many of their living 
iaurements 


ken tower has three high-speed elevators and ample 
Salting There s a main 0oy m each tomer and а 
соте lobby on each Roer as wel. An individual 
Inr drying ares foreach unit and a centralized 
por and pon sem ar provide 
or added convenience 


Tete amanti ot suy tad West Fes can havea pieni and pay ach wit tbe 
tes paling 200 sque mete мп, an my іші els Mera езет apr iom he rest- 


MEZZA RESIDENCIES: GET A TASTE OF THE GOOD LIFE 


ulis: 

The Metza Residences ay ndi tu mark on convenience, 
But more tuo Just hat, SMOC pos Di together na et 
ш wih nex panne ior areas and generous pe spaces- 


Supported by the SM Group of Companies and 
Banco de Oro, Mezza Residences allows you to 
enjoy a wide variety of activities all under one 
rook Cafes, service, and retail establishments 
эге conveniently located at the podium at the 
‘ground and second level 


“Everyone can go home and do all their 
shopping right here. Young urbanites can dine 
‘ut and have а good time with thelr friends,” 
adds Jalandoni. "Mezza truly finds its hallmark 


But more than just that, SMDC puts this together 
ina great package with well-planned floor areas and 
generous open spaces.” Mezza Residences takes 
pride in its lush greens. Unique to this project is its 
Sprawiing 1,000 square meter lawn—an inviting place 
where families сап have a picnic, play catch with 
the kids, or take an afternoon nap. Giving importance 
то heaithy living, a Zen-inspired garden with a 
meditation area and a reflexology path relaxes the 
mind and spirit of the weariest urban dweller. Kids 
сап soak up the sun in the kiddie pool while adults 
{an stay fit by swimming in the 25-meter lap pool. 


Here at Mezza Residences, it's all about living the 
city fe to the fullest. 


па short distance away from the Central Colleges 
Of the Philippines, the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
College, the UERM Hospital, the UERM Memorial 
Medical Center, the LAT 2 Sta. Mesa Station, and the 
Bustling Araneta area. Everything indeed is within 
your reach. The Mezza Residences is a project of the 
Мос. For inquiries сай 831-51-51 or 0918-888-1203. 
Log on to the SMOC website at 
www.smdevelopment.com. Model units are 
valable for viewing at the SM City Sta. Mesa, 
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АП under one roof. Yours. 


Panoramic view of Metro Manila Skyline 


Picture window for all units 


High ceiling units 
Bridgeway to SM City Sta.Mesa 


Modern convenience with cafes, service and retail shops at the podium 


Outdoor function deck and function rooms 


Zen garden with meditation area and reflexology path 


Healthwalk and cabanas dotting the gardens 


25 meter lap pool with submerged lounge deck 


Interactive water jets, wet play area and playground 


A thousand square meter lawn 


A total of 8,000 square meters of amenities and 
open space dedicated to bringing you fun and recreation 


Visit our model units at 
the SM City Sta. Mesa. 


Call 632-8315151, 632918-8881203 or 
visit www.smdevelopment.com 
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LIP SERVICE. 
‘Gwen Garci, our 
classmate 


WELCOME TO 


By Tals Diaz 
Photos by Willy Saw 


defunct teenage drama se- 
ries, “My So-called Life,” high 
school was said to be about as fun 
as a “drive-by shooting." 
A textbook example of hyperbole, maybe? 
MAYI Then again, high school was all about real-life 
OUT? Asks Ina drama, and real-life hyperbole (if you don't 
know what “hyperbole” is, then go back to 
grade school, honey). When you think about 
it, high school was one of our earliest field 
trips into the sticky social web. There were 
the "cool kids," the disaffected cliques that 
comprised the chiseled jocks and the pretty 
girls (who, at an early age, already sprouted 
healthy chests), There were the drippy nerds 
and the geeks, usually victims of the sniggers 
and verbal jabs of the predatory bullies. Even 


IE THE SHORT.LIVED, NOW- 


CUTTING CLASSES. Marc Nelson, Tisha 
Silang, Geoff Rodriguez, Alex Gutierrez 
andTito Herbosa · . > ы 


back then, there were already social climbers 
who latched on to the cool kids because they 
knew their very identity in the pecking order 
was dependent on it. Ah, high school... to be 
Dickensian about it, it was the best of times, 
and it was the worst of times. 
hus, to celebrate its first year anniversary, 
Embassy Super Club turned back the clock to 
that kaleidoscopic, formative stage of our 
quarter-life existence. In this Embassy High 
School reunion, we witnessed Manila's effer- 
vescent party set relive those Breakfast Club 
moments by personifying the eternal 
archetypes ranging between chic to geek, 
From the yearbook photos taken that night, it 
actually seemed like an ideal world, where 
pig-tailed cheerleaders rubbed shoulders 
ith nerds, trophied jocks clinked glasses 
with boy scouts, and private school mingled 
with Iskul Вики. 

Just like high school, IDs were given out to 
the student body: Special Embassy VIP cards as 
a reward for their consistent attendance record. 
As for outstanding behavior, well, if collectively 
‘waving glowy rattles in the air to a Bon Jovi re- 
dux while sloshed on champagne offered any 

say that the pupils scored an A plus in 
the subject of Social Science. 

Cheers to Embassy High's yearbook sponsors 
Rustan's U, Fasio, Smirnoff ke and Johnnie Walker 


UT OF THE BUB- гут 5 
ble and into the Age against quick pause on the gutter talk 


селен ү Н ; Since I realize that some of you 
bullpen—that's the machine I! reading this may already be 


the mildly encouraging Book about e after gradua- 
cliché my senior year pro- V, tion. So instead, ers focus on the 
fessors used to describe GinodelaPaz ҰЗ yhalf-fullside of things. 


post-college life. And by 


Apart from Sir Edward Elgar's 
"Pomp and Circumstance,” I've 


“encouraging” I meant to ап interview? If they do, will they come to consider Baz Lurhmann's 
say “ominous.” Whoops. ask me about the 1922 Treaty of "Everybody's Free (To Wear Sun 
Rapallo? (See, | cheated on that screen)" a modern commence 

With SATS to ace, Hemingway- history final and got а B+. Suck- ment day anthem. 1 used to think 
like essays to cook up, and a hurri- ers! But now they'll know Ifaked it. it sucked because he just droned 


cane of other requirements to мот. Dagnabbit!) Willthat prof who'san од and on about humorless stuff 
ту about, I thought snagging a spot internationally renowned pain in instead of rhyming about, say, be- 
ina good university—or atthe very (һе ass suddenly become my boss? ing friends forever like Vitamin C 
leas, getting those admissions Will lend up with adecent-paying in, uhm, "Graduation (Friends 


nerds to notice me—was tough. ! job? И not, are there hotter chicks 


had absolutely no clue that getting with richer daddies outside col- choad, too, but whatever. 


GRADUATION 
PARTY. 
Welcome to the 


ly sucks Inge Weir 


ош of university was an even more 1еде? Are there? Huh? Angst. Things changed the other that your résumé isn't as sparkly as 


epic task, one that had me seeing бо there. My list of concerns 
cartoon birds fly around my head spanned everything from the es- 


day—okay, it was close to three someone with more experience 
years ago—when I suddenly found That said, however, it would help a 


out of sheer anxiety. sential (getting my foot in the myself floored by the ines I once great deal if you gave the contents 
"Three words sent the circuit door) to the superfluous (resort- found unbearably cheese-like. Baz of your bio a quick edit. Give your 
board known as my heart into a ing to eating infants to maintain Luhrmann chanted, “Don't feel list f accomplishments a shelf life 


near-crash: the real world. The term my youthful good looks-psych. 
referred to actual life in the work- But most of all, 1 worried about 
place, a hive of activity filled with losing touch with my buddies. 


guilty if you don't know what you of about five years. If it exceeds 
Want го do with your life. The most _that—like the spelling bee you won 
Interesting people | know didn't іп Sth grade, for instance—its time 


badkstabbing peers, mind-numbing бес, Гуе heard horror stories from now at 22 what they wanted todo 10 hit the delete button. There are 


chores, and a Іше nookie now and older pals—about them drifting 
then. Okay, it may have been close to арап from peeps they considered 


the same name, but other than ће е way of hanging out and made à 
drama, it was a completely alien them boring grown-upsand/orin- The transition 


place. Let me twirl my imaginary flexible shrews. I mean, if things 105 really tempting to quote 


with their lives. Some of the most ways to make you sound more ca- 
< interesting 40-year-olds | know pable without blatantly lying and 
the pioneering MTV reality show of the tightest because work got in stili don't.” Whoa, right? 


фаз where your winy writing 
skills—or your witty 
friends—jump in. 


mustache as Isortthisbad boy out. — changed when Dawson, Pacey, more nuggets from this decade-old 2. Hunt, hunt, hunt! 


Jeopardy: Post-College 


Joey, and Jen graduated from high track but that’s what Google's for. Мо: cloudchunting, mind you, 
School, what more after they grad- In true wisdumb-dispensing tradi- but job-hunting. Your university's 


Edition uated from college? And if there's tion, though, here are some tips on job placement office should be a 

On the one hand, I had all the one thing 1 know for sure, i's that how to transition into the world good place to start. If not, scout 
right in the world to freak out. Af- TV shows present the truth. Al- outside college from someone who around the different job fair meat 
ter all, this was my future we were Ways. was doomed! Or was I? already lives there, i.e., me. markets in your city. If you're a 


talking about; it was useless pirou- 


lazy ass, post your résumé online 


ешп around it. Will my résumé Everybody's free 1. Tweak your résumé. ‘and wait for them to come to you. 
stand out in a sea of other ré- (to graduate) ‘Asan applicant for an entry-level Better yet, cover all bases and be 
sumés? Will they call me back for Ол the other, I'd like to put a drone position, its understandable” aggressive B-e aggressive! 


NEW TIESTOMENT: 
Stephen Ku and KagCruz 


KARAOKE 
QUEEN. 
Snow Tago 


DISCIPLINARY ACTION. RÌ 
Ledesma and Giselle Sanchez 


3. Get on the trainee train. 

1f you're not in a hurry to find a 
steady job, you can try working as 
an inter first. I's an awesome way 
to know if you're cut out for a job- 
and viee-versa—before actually 
committing to a contract. Think of 
itnotas another bullet point, but as 
astar for your résumé, 


4. Mix it up. 

By that, | mean mingle. If 
you've zeroed in on the industry 
you want or feel is appropriate 
for your talents, start sucking up 
to, er, networking with peeps in 
that line of work. Staying home 
to watch “Office Space” will give 
you an insight into a cubicle- 
dwellers life but it won't add any 
new names to your black book. 
Your can-do attitude will take you 
far. Or to that first real job. 


5. Dress for success. 
I's in your evil best interest to 


MAKING 
THEGRADE. 
Valedictorian 
Tals Diaz 


GODDESS. 
We love 
Astrud 
Crisologo 


MEMOIRS OF 
| A MARIKO. 
Dance trooper 


Mariko pa j 


present, yourself in the most fa: 
vorable way and this is crucial 
during job interviews. Leave the 
rock n' roll bangs, slutty makeup 
and chewing gum at home, unt 
less you want to work as a polé 
dancer. Facial fuzz is a possiblé 
negative, but if you must rock the 
‘mustache, make sure it’s neat and 
trimmed. Even though mang 
companies have laidback internal 
dress codes, interviews still fol 
low the conservative—or corpo: 
rate—standard. Don’t buck it, 
tiger You should be doing the 
talking, not your clothes, : 


6. Brush up. : 

‘Speaking of one-on-ones, také 
the time to fully prepare yourself 
for a meeting with the recruit- 
ment officer. Get the vibe of the 
‘company either by asking around 
or skimming their website. Nope, 
you can't curbocram the night be- 
fore and “ace” your interview. " 


7. Chill like a villain. 

Sure, finding work in a slow 
economy is rough. But pragmatic 
and patient college grads can find 
jobs, and some of which are quit 
excellent, If its meant for you, 
will come. 


8. Don't bea chicken. 

Everything outside the cushy 
walls of your campus seems like 
a complete mystery. Approach it 
that way. Despite the conflicts 
you're bound to face, there will 
be triumphs along the way. That 
goes with making new friends, 
too, Suck it up. You'll never 
know what its like unless you 
try Heres to your first pay- 
check! 


Ay 
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PREPPY LOVE. 
Erik Cua and 
Michelle 
Pamintuan, most 
likely to. 
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BEAUTY SCHOOL PLUS. Tina 
Tinio and lanne Evangelista 


Ф 
SCHOOL 
TIES. Jon 

Herrera 
and Ferns 
‘Aracama 
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By Chabs Rubio 


ANDSOMELY DESIGNED 

H in a sleek, slim, small pack- 
age, the Kodak V570 is su 
per stylish and sexy. With a 5.0- 
megapixel imager and a 2.5-inch 
high-resolution color display 
LCD screen and record ТУ- 
quality video features, the 
Kodak V570, the digital / 
leader’s Super! star prod- / 
uct of the year, is de- 
signed to capture ev- 
ery moment. And it 
is able to do so 
with not just one, 
but two lenses! 
Backed up with Kodak's Reti- 

па dual lens technology, this pocket 
pal answers an unmet need in the 
Point-and-snap era since the advent of с 
exything digital: true wide-angle photo 
phy in a small space. Now you can take group 
photos, class pies, batch pies—all you want! 


“The Kodak 

EasyShare V570 answers 

every picture takers need 

for high performance fea- 

tures іп a sleek package. Ko- 

dak is the first to provide cus- 

tomers with an ultra-wide lens in 

а pocket-sized camera.” said Ray- 

mond Albert, Country General Man- 

ager, Kodak Philippines, as he took our 
snapshot 


Wyeth" 


Everysmile every tle move he makes 
brings you Joy. You love him and 
protect him from harm. Do you know 
he could be in danger right now? 


There Б a traitor disease thet afflicts 
children, even those aged 2 years 
опа below. Ils more than a millon 
babies every year This traitors called 
Invasive Pneumococcal Disease 
or IPO. 


It can lead to Bacterial Meningitis, 
a kind of IPD that infects the covering 
of the brain and spinal cord and 
could kill your child Іп two days. 
М your child does survive the + 
next two days, don't celebrate 
severe complications can include; 
massive brain damage leading to 
mental retardation, selzures, 
апа paralysis—conditioris worse 
thon death. 

According to a study conducted by 
Dr. Rose Capeding et al of thei 
Research Institute for Tropical, 
Medicine (R.1.1M.), 90% of ІРО? 
‘occurrences were seen among 
chidren below 5 years old, 78% were 
less than 2 years of оде, Almost all 
invasive pneumococcal diseases} 
were seen in children below one year 
‘of age. | out of 3 of those afficted 
died. 


The only real solution to IPD Is 
prevention. Mercifuly you con protect 
your child because an РО vaccine , 
is now avallable. For effective | 
protection against this kller ilness, 1 
immunize your baby at on eaty age. | 


за 


‘Ask your pediatrician about the IPD 
vaccine, Choose prevention before 
It's too late. 


Invasive ЈЕ proumacocco! aisooso 


Ask your doctor 
about it. 


мек want to know more about IPDI Please send me more information. 


Nome: 


Addis: 


Contact No. 


Kindiy cut ond fox to 8846780 or send to Pharma Division, Wyeth Phllppines,Inc. 


2286 Chino Roces Avenue, Моко! Cily 1200 
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Thinking of moving? Think Ayala Land Premier. Whether located amidst rolling hills and orchards, or in skyscraping cosmopolitan towers, or awe-inspiring 
seaside getaways, Ayala Land Premier properties offer privacy, ultimate comfort and security found nowhere else in the real estate world. Backed by Ayala Land’s mark of 
enhancing the customers’ quality of life, Ayala Land Premier ensures exclusivity an tomer care and property management. It is the brand that 

counts for splendid living. The only wrong төге you could make is lu по 


це over lime with its superior сим 
ау a visit today 


728-7000 • www ayalalandpremier.com 
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Skin Success Does Not Happen Overnight 


‘But it can happen., : 


Dark circles around the eye disappear by 40% In just 7 days... 
... Erase pimples overnight. 
.. Erase facial scars by 10% in just 14 days. 
Natural skin blush in just 14 days. 
2. Erase freckles by 20% in 14 days, 80% in 30 days. 
.. Skin pigmentation reduced by 10% in 14 days, 60% in 60 days.. 
„ Minimize pores by 40% in 14 days. 
«Wrinkles reduced by 20% in 14 days... 


Story on Page D2 а 7 ча (Caron) ranch ‘Nora's 
қ oc ease ЖОТО Нот 532-2115 
Бұл аты masia m Тишинен NOW OPEN FOR FRANCHISE 


Rainy day pictorial? Not a problem. Olympus’ all-weather design 
. allows worry-free shooting in any weather condition with its exclusive 
i Top-Shell barrier, full-flat, protrusion-free design and rubber-protected SU 
5 interiors. Now, you can say сһееѕе--гаіп or shine. bene 


OLYMPUS Olympus ji-800, 7-600 and и-Мїпї S. All-weather. 
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By Ruel S. de Vera 


HERE REMAIN SOME 

fortuitous happenings 

in the world. "V for 
Vendetta" artist David Lloyd, 
for one, is quite pleased with 
what has come out of his 
work. “It’s a great piece of 
work,” he says of the film 
adaptation of his graphic 
novel collaboration with 
comic book genius Alan 
Moore. “I think the script is 
very good. It does take out a 
lot of the story and some of 
the characters. I think that it 
is something that had to be 
done, because it would have 
been a long film had they 
done a complete book-to- 
screen adaptation.” 

Full of Moore's distinctive word- 
balloon poetry and Lloyd's edgy panel 
prophecy, the dystopian tale behind 
“у” began being told in 1981 in Eng- 
land's Warrior magazine, ultimately 
wrapping up at DC Comics in 1998. 
The complex story of the Guy Fawkes- 
masked freedom fighter V was even- 
tually adapted for the screen by the 
Wachowski brothers, fresh off the 
“Matrix” trilogy, directed by James 
McTeigue and featuring Natalie Port- 
man and Hugo Weaving. 

Originally from Enfield, England, 
Lloyd has kept busy as a revered 
comics talent and has worked with 
great writers such as Garth Ennis on 
"War Story” and Warren Ellis on 
"Global Frequency" But it is his in- 
delible imagery depicting the dark fu- 


REVOLUTIONS AND PROTESTS 
are oh-so-hip these days. 

A few weeks back, in what was tout- 
ed as the Black Friday Protest Move- 
ment, the group eLagda baptized an 
upscale coffee bar chain (clue, it 
«rhymes with shmucks) as the pre- 
erred venue to congregate and ex- 
press their disapproval of the GMA 
government. 

The plan was as easy as ordering ex- 
tra cream with your coffee. The move- 
ment urged members of the upper and 
middle class to wear black (how very 
beatnik) and make a beeline to the 
pricey coffee shop every Friday be- 
tween 6 to 7 p.m. This of course 
is the ideal time slot Беса 


one misses a days 
wages. After every- 
one in the group or- 
dered their respec- 
tive mocha frappucci- 
nos and raspberry 
iced teas, they are to 

; leave en masse, and 

[ ага signal, simultane- 
T ously give a "thumbs 
| down’ sign. 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
k 
| 


Е Now! just have to add 
} that your regular fly-on- 
“елар would most 

/ likely be bewildered as to 

what all the thumbs down 

gestures were about. Was that 
; meant for the coffee? ‘The service? The 
"chick behind the counter who seemed to 

have 0.D.d on caffeine and saccharine? 
| Anyone would be hard pressed to make 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ture of England as defined by Moore. 
and read by many in "Vendetta" that 
most recognize him for. Among his 
current projectsis the Cartoon Class- 
room, an online resource for British 
comic book and cartoon profession- 

Is, both established and aspiring. 
The Inquirer spoke over the tele- 
phone with Lloyd in London to hear 
about his bulletproof ideas. 

Q: Its been over 15 years since 
you and Alan Moore completed "V 
for Vendetta” for Vertigo. How 
well do you think the work has 
stood up over time? 

A: I think 125 completely fresh, as 
fresh now as it was then because it's 
theme is constant. There's always 
some oppressive regime, some dicta- 
torship, there's always some situa- 
tion that echoes the scenes depicted 
in "V for Vendetta” and also more 
importantly the human situation, 
the position of us being forced to Бе 
part of society we don't want to be 
part of. Those themes 
are universal. 1 think 
that’s one of the rea- 
sons it’s been so suc- 
cessful everywhere be- 
cause it speaks to thc | 
past and the present 
and the future. 

: Are you sur- 
prised with how ac- 
curate the novel has 
become? 

: We created it оп 
the same basis that 
George Orwell wrote 
#1984.” Tt was a cau- 
tionary tale. It was a 
way of expressing our 
political viewpoint but 
also making ita fairy tale, an allego- 
ry It was something that could speak 
to people about what could happen, 
if you don't stick up for your rights. 
The story, effectively, is about people 
giving their freedom and responsi- 
bility to a strong leader. Thats hap- 
pened throughout history. One of 
the important messages of “V” is for 
the individual to be individual. 

Q: What do you remember the 


DUT THE 
WINDOW 


Tals Diaz e oe (Н 


the connection that the sign’ of disap- 
proval was meant for the incumbent 
president. 

‘Anyway, after giving that angry ges- 
ture that will last for, oh, about ten sec- 
onds, the valiant protest group 
would then be dismissed 
and allowed to proceed 
to the next gimmick 
place, where they can 
all discuss their coura- 
geous actions in be- 
tween forkfuls of penne 
aParrabiata and sips of 

lychee martinis. 
For the record, the 
coffee chain has issued 
а statement that they're 
not at all connected to 
this feisty conspiratori- 
al bunch. But why this 
particular coffee shop? Ac- 
cording to the movements 
founder, this coffee-joint-that- 
rhymes-with-shmucks is the "nat- 
ural hangout” (exact words) of profes- 
sionals, students and businessmen. 
(This is as opposed to the "natural 
hangouts” of the slackers, the bums, 
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"V for Vendetta’ 
artist David Lloyd 
speaks on the 
excitement of 
seeing his work 
come alive on the 
hig screen and the 
powerful memory 
of working with 
Alan Moore 


most from your collaboration wi 
‘Alan Moore on "V for Vendetta”? М 
A: The thing 1 was happiest &ith 
from a creative point of view work: 
ing with Alan from the early daj o£. 
"^ when it first appeared in лана Y 


process, Беса беј was 
in a monthly Ánjgazine. 
We just did Sigrto-eight 
page chaptelp every 
month. 1754 would 
write a script and send it 
to me. And thén I would 
do the artwork and then 
send that |tozAlan. So 
Alan would, always see 
the art of the: previous 
story before*he worked 
ra 
cause of that} itmade 
the whole process, of 
creativity very drganie 
one. ТВЕЊ was’ me 
time for us to thik 
about creating it. That great way Of 
producing, almost like jamming, al- 
most like jazz, where we would 
bounce off each other's creative in- 
fluence, that kind of ceased when we 
eventually finished the story with DC 
because Alan was so busy at the time 
that there was no way we could work 
in that way. 
Q: Alan Moore has asked that 
his name be taken off the film. 


| 


How do you feel about that now? 

A: He did want to take his name off 

the film and 1 think thats just Alan's 
viewpoint. I think he was very unhap- 
py with the way things took place. And 
15 quite understandable. He has the 
attitude as an artist and writer that he 
doesn't want changes to his work that. 
hes not one hundred percent behind. 1 
did try to call him to get him to change 
his mind about that because 1 think 
that whatever his views op-the film, 
having that-foundation’ 6f its.origihs 
“by Alan Moore and David Lloyd,” 1 
wanted аб keeg that because thats 
hed pe lin came from Bürhes. 
itid to do that. And Тапу айй. 
‘Andy Wachowski completely under- 
s stand that themselves because they 
took their names off a movie in the 
л. I feel quite sad about it because | 
pink they've done a terrific adapta, 
jon. They kept the core of the sto 
"Tie spirit, integrity and the message 
аі вее H 
it true he assigned his roy! 
С ou? 

A: Yes. He is entitled to dofehaf he 
wants 1030 with his royalties Well, 
there's оҢУ qne other plate itfeould 
go because wh made it айй Har was 
me. (Laug) інілік hf king of re- 
greited it. Hegald it to Some reporter 
that he was ging to dó that, and so 
he had todo it nte hd said it. It obvi- 
ously shows 555 need the 
money. ] 

Q: Is there a part of the movie 

that you like specifically? 
* A: There's ong arficufir scene | 
that I was quite јадива By: ЊЕ 
transformation селе; 12% the mo- 
\ ment where Evey Eomgs out of this 
Зай that she's been'in. She undergoes 
‘asoxPofepiphanysWheh I drew ји 
the graphic novel] wanted it to hems" 
realistic as powerful as Leuld make 
it. When I saw shat onthe cinema 
screen, Iwas takón with i. It was like 
seeing your paifting cáme to life. 
Terrific acting from“ Natalie (Port- 
man) and Hugo Weaving. That was 
е зсепе that meant the most to me. 


THE MAD COMPANY moves from the tea table to the coffeeshop. 


A funny thing 
happened on the 
way to the coffee 
shop... 


thé deadbeats and couch potatoes, 
‘who prefer hanging out in bed, shop- 
ping malls, beer gardens, and in front 
ofthe TV) 

Wow, how super convenient! Now, 
members of the upper strata need not 
break a sweat in joining rallies and 
demonstrations in the streets, where. 
there is no “air-con.” Wait, this just 
gets better. Executives and managers 
‘were encouraged to “treat their subor- 


dinates and even provide a carpooling 
service" to the venue. 

Excuse me while | scratch my head 
for the hundredth time and ask, are 
these people high on crack? Did they 
actually believe that this was going to 
work? Fine, its peaceful. 125 blood- 
less. les а pretty trendy way to express 
your political opinion. And hell, it 
gives you a caffeine kick for the day. 
But this sure gives new meaning to the 
phrase “bourgeois revolution.” 

That old cat-killer called curiosity 
got the better of me and I decided two 
Fridays ago to check it out myself. At 
the specified hour, 1 went to the near- 
est branch of the popular coffee chain, 
and waited for the brave, black-clad 
mob to emerge. 1 scanned the room to 
look for signs of the caffeined fiends, 
ready to scream out, “makibakal” (ог 
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Q: What can people expect next 
from you? 
‘A: The next thing for me really is 
something called “Kickback,” which is 
Qua crime thfller about a corrupt police- 
атал а corrupt police force who de- 
ides Не going to change his way of 
fife and the story is about how and why 
he’ decidés, to make that decision. 
Ahat’s coming out from Dark Horse 
‘Comics in America inthe summertime. 
Toriginally didi in France and its a 92- 
page graphic'novel. Im very proud of 
that because" did the whole 
thing—written; digwm and colored by 


түзі алд без over thereto 


the Philippines ар 

Q: You've 
comics since 197; 
tative then is “1 
your entire bod. 

А: "V" is very ugeful for me as an 
artist because 3: fmeans everybody 
knows who I аф: allows me great 
freedom because people know what 1 
do and they, Tm reliable, what 
Tm capable pf st means I never have, 
troublesyéftirig work ‘and that I сай? 
jus dcbet 1 Want t6 do, whichis 
very ifoportant in this business. Be- 
самбе уоште not in a position to de- 
‘ede what story you're going to tell, 
‘then you just end up chasing whatev- 
er work is around, and that’s why Im. 
very lucky to be out of that. Pm very 
proud of the effect that “Vendetta” 
has had on people all throughout the 
globe because it shows that the story 
speaks to everybody where they are.” 

Warner Bros.’ "V for Vendetta” is 
still showing in theaters today. 


jat you enjoy it. 
беп working in 

How represen- 
/ for Vendetta" of 
if work? 


rather, "maki-cow!" as was more ap- 
propriate for this bunch.) АП seemed 
peaceful on the front. Perhaps they 
‘were incognito? Was the fearless lead- 
er the guy who was sitting alone, 
blithely smoking his Marlboro reds? 
Or the law students at the corner, mes. 
merized by the multicolored neon 
highlighters scattered on the table? 
Maybe even those two shoppingeras 
amidst a flock of shopping bags at their 
sides, sipping their lattes? I stayed on 
until past the hour of reckoning .. 
nothing 

This case of a little failed uprising 
brings to light the quirks of our odd so- 
ciety. 

1 think we're done with revolutions 
taken within the context of rebellion. 
What we fail to see, time and again, is 
the other, more important definition of 
“revolution.” And that is the next level, 
transformation, A transformation of 
values, a change of perspective. You 
want the upper middle class to mobi- 
lize? Then you don't let them drink 
coffee—you suspend their coffee 
drinking privileges (gasp!) or at least 
paint a picture that pretty much the 
rest of the country can't even afford to 
buy a hundred peso cup of coffee. 

Td say the conspiracy worth insti- 
gating here is sensibility and sensitivi- 
ty. The act of real change constitutes a 
certain degree of discomfort. Gandhi 
went on a hunger strike for God's sake, 
and here, some people are concerned 
about having a venue where it’s comfy 
and where they can have a frappucci- 
no to go. You don't just tell people to 
"fight," you educate them, you make 
them think just what exactly it is we 
are fighting for. Г@ say we could fight 
against idiocy, for starters. 

‘Transforming ourselves first, now 
there's а real wake up call. "Be the 
change you wish to see,” said Gandhi 
the great revolutionary. Otherwise, ev- 
erything else is just revolting. 
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For our 40TH ANNIVERSARY offer: 
ONLY 114990 with FREE 
Roland CM-30 Cube Monitor Amp 30W 
Val from Mareh 16- Apr 8, 2006 


ILL THE ‘JOLOGS” 
successfully invade 
primetime TV? The 


new GMA 7 show, ‘Jologs 
Guide,” goes on air with a 
bang tomorrow night. 

Host Ethel Booba researches the his- 
tory behind the word jologs for this pilot 
episode. She visits various experts—all 
the while making a scene wherever she 
goes. She interviews tricycle drivers, UP 
professors, a young singer who suppos- 
ediy began the jologs craze, and she 
‘even crashes a serious press briefing in 
Malacafiang! 

‘The three certified jologs hosts, Ethel, 
Pekto and Rainier then talk about how 
they made it big by being jologs. For the 


qme rcm 


CALLING ALL JOLOGS. Rai 


r Castillo, Ethel Booba and Pekto will 
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bombard your boob tube starting tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. on GMA 7. 


first time, the three share the secrets be- 
hind their success, and the jologs traits 
that helped them on the way up. 
Finally the hosts brave the ultimate 
jologs test... how to survive a high-end, 
social gathering. After training with so- 
ciety gurus Tessa Prieto-Valdes and Tim. 


Yap, they are forced to face the elite 
crowds at a fashion show. Will they fit 
right in? Or will the jologs impostors be 
found out? 

Wes one crazy pilot episode for ‘Jologs 
Guide” airing this Sunday, March 19, at 
7:30 p.m. over GMA7. 


P 
Avida 


Affordable living at its best 


an AyalaLand company 


- 
Avida renames 


New Manila 82 
Sucat Towers . 


Popular condominium developments 
Aeropolis New Manila in Col. Bonny 
Serrano Ave. Quezon City and One 
Aeropolis Sucat at Dr. A. Santos Ave., 
Parafiaque, were recently renamed Avida 
Towers New Manila and Avida Towers 
Sucat, respectively. 

The move follows the lead of 
Laguna Properties Holdings Inc. (LPHD, 
the developer of both projects, which 
recently adopted Avida Land Corp. as its 
new corporate name. 

Offering studio, one-bedroom 
and two-bedroom units that range in 
price from P1 million to P3.2 million, 
Avida Towers New Manila and Avida 
Towers Sucat provide affordable living to 
middle-income families, Avida's target 
market. ^ 

‘The new names better reflect the 
position of the company in relation to its 
mission and the aspiration of its clients. 
Avida is a contraction of "Ave" meaning. 
“to celebrate" and “vida” or "life". 
Studies have shown that clients of the 
former LPHI consider their homes -as 
sources of pride and fulfillment ~ both 
good reasons to celebrate life, notes 
Dinna Bayangos, president of Avida. 
“Avida truly offers affordable living at its 
best," she says. 5 

Aside from offering units that 
are built to last, the Avida Towers projects 
will be managed by Ayala Property 
Management Corp. (APMC), the Ayala 
Land subsidiary that maintains properties 
developed by the property giant and its 
subsidiaries. By managing building 
systems such as water and sewerage and 
overseeing key services such as security, 
APMC will ensure the upkeep of the Avida 
Towers, 


Banking on the Ayala Land 
heritage of Avida, unit owners are 
assured that projects will be delivered as 
scheduled and that the company will 
stand by its commitment to homeowners 
Jong after the sales have been realized. 
When they move into an Avida 
property, residents are provided with; 
more than just a roof over their heads, buti 
also а thriving community life through 
amenities that enhance bonding among;| 
residents. These include a social ог 
community hall, a swimming pool," 
jogging paths, and Zen-inspired gardens 
where they can converge and celebrate 


‘Yan ang baby Ко. 
Buti na lang, ‘pag nagy 


Ра?по, malapit sa lahat itong condo naming 
Фа park, sa mall, sa lahat ng puwedeng mapuntahan, 


au 
Aviad overs} 


d 


Рагаћадме Mayor Jun Bernabe (2nd Ке 
lef) graced the Sucat event with Avida5 | 
executives. Steve Dy бей) and Ed del Vale | 
Grd from еј). Event host was DJ Crystal 
of Magic 89.9 (right). 


With these reasons, more and 
more overseas workers, single 
professionals, entrepreneurs and young |, 
families see Avida Towers as the place 
where their dreams becomerealities, |: 
The renaming of its New Manila 
and Sucat condominium towers was 
marked with a Mardi Gras last March 11 
and 12. The celebration of a new 
beginning served as the theme of the twin | 
events marked by percussion 
performance, a magic show, refreshment, 
souvenir items and fun activities. 


AFFORDABILITY * VALUE * SECURITY 
For as low as Р9,000 a month 


Avida Towers 


Sucat * New Manila • San Lazaro | Standard Amenities: clubhouse • adult а kiddie swimming pools jogging 


path * children's playground » 24-hour security * centralized water supply 
алага Facilities: main lobby • 2 elevator units» provision for telephone 
& cable connections * adequate emergency power * mailbox & drying 
саре per unit * garbage chute 

Call 


www.avidaland.com * 864-5744 
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1 
E-mail: super@inquirer:com. phi 


Textus your feedback: inquirer sup namelage/citylmessage to! 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Preparing to go | 
to the prom? 


+ UP and ATENEO LECTURERS { f 
Y MANAGEABLE CLASS SIZE :| Check out the BEAUTY SALONS classification in the ; 
7 ONLINE ANALYSIS OF EXAMS ета. 


EE жей DPC 


DILIMAN ACCESS ALSO OFFERS: Zabarte, Novaliches 


Science, English, Math, Tutorials com 


еро. ee 


Philippines do 
a full-frontal 
in ‘La Divina’ 
Press eke Verzosa 


EEP YOUR EYES OPEN 

when you catch “Diva,” one 

of the dance creations which 
had its world premiere in Ballet 
Philippines’ season ender Tango 
Filipino/La Divina. 

‘The man to blame is Tony Fabella, consid- 
ered as one of the leading masters of Philip- 
pine contemporary ballet, who created the 
very sexy Diva suite for Ballet Philippines. 
“This 15-minute number pushes the art of 
dance to its erotic border,” an audience mem- 
ber was overheard saying. 

The action happens towards the end of Di- 

va, when topless male dancers stripped down 
to their thong dance belts! 
|_Upwards to its climax, the female dancers 
all of a sudden pull off the dance belts of the 
male dance cast. A collective shriek from the 
audience is heard. The men of Ballet Philip- 
pines just went full frontal in what can be de- 
scribed as pivotal in Philippine stage history. 
1 "fnteresting to note that this is the very first 
lime that this sort of daring yet artistie’act Was’ 
‘done by a professional ballet dance company. 
MTRCB, take that. 

Watch Ballet Philippines Tango Filipino/La 
Divina, on its last day today, March 18 at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the CCP Main Theater. Call 551- 
1003/551-0221/ or 832-3676 for tickets. 


Text your answer to 2955 for an instant discount 
and a chance to win ultra slim prizes | 


To send your answer just text the following: 


MOTOSLVR COUNT < Answer > 
Ex. MOTOSLVR COUNT 50 


For the Raffle, just text the following to join and register. 
To Join: MOTOSLVR IMEI < IMEI No. > 
i Ex: MOTOSLVR IMEI 112245638910284 
To Register: MOTOSLVR REG <full пате > 1< complete address > | < gender» 
Ex: MOTOSLVR REG Jen Tan/ 1 Rizal St., Pasig CitylF 


So start texting! Promo runs from February 20 to March 31, 2006! 


VISIT ANY OF MOTOROLA'S AUTHORIZED DEALERS FOR MORE INFORMATION. ABC STORE, ABENSON, AUDIONET, АШ TELECOM, 880 INTERNATIONAL, АЫ Тіл, БЕТ TELECOM, 

TIWOS. CELLZONE, CLEARED, COMCENTER, COMWORKS, ELECTROWORLD, TELECOM, GLOBOTEL MOBILE LINKS, INC.. GMI ШЫТА, MENO TS, ‘GREENTELCOM, GUANZON MERCH., 

ШП TELECOMS, HERRERA BROTHERS, JUNREX CELLPHONES AND ACCESSORIES, MATRIX, MEGA CELLULAR, MEMOXPRESS, MOBILE БУРЕ, МӘНГЕ NETWORKS, NETSCAPE, NOVACELL, 

AED TERES NC. ALDANA, PAMPANGA CELLULAR SHOPIDG PHONE, PINES MULTI TELECOM SHOR, POS MARKETING ENTERPRISES, INC.. 051 DEPTH QUALITY CELL, RC GOLDLINE, 
РЕ Pann SEMICON, SHOPPERS MART, SIENA TELECOM, STAR SEARCH, TERPHONE, TOUCHCOM, VIEWERS, WELLCOM TELECOM, ИТЕ! СОМ. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


GUYS, І DON'T WANT YOU WATCHING 
TV AND PLAYING VIDEO GAMES FOR 


2 ч © 
СЕ о, РЕНЕ ы 


б WE WON'T. МЕ PROMISE. 


Й 


T MEAN, WELL 
HAVE To SLEEP 
PERIODICALLY, 


BY TOMARMSTRONG 


Ez = 
LANGIT 
(2, 

b) v 


IS 


AND YUN? SANG FANS] GRACEFUL EXI 


FORGET ут; MARVIN. 
тм Not GOING 
TO INCREASE YOUR 
ALLOWANCE 


=> 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


"| Sevr-AWAReNeSS AND 


TANE THE d 


"SUL" ойм 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 
© ANIMALS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT To 
RUN IF THEY HAVE LEGS, 
SWIM IF THES HAVE FINS, 
AND FLY IF THEY HAVE WINGS. 


» 


ue 
е b б 
ш ААА СУЛА ИН 5 


сы ТС тиий аласын” catene tare i 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


You're Quitting 
Just Because YouR 
ғовтоме Cookie SAID 
You'll HAVE BiG HiPS 


[THat’s it. I’ve Found) 
OUT еМоџен ABOUT 
M4SeLF. THiS TRIP То 


He4, I'M NoT 
A диттер! 


I JUST DON'T 
Like To FiNiSH 


уэ 


NAGKA- 
KAROON 
NG “GUILT” 
ANG MGA 
PROLIFERS 
TUWING 
KUMAKAIN 
‘SILA NG 
BALUT 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have the confidence and power to p 
YOU ВОВА ТО when to move. Plus, you're ambitious. You often play the role of mediator or the connector. Failure 


Maver daunts you, You don't give'up. You're always charming and diplomatic. This year favors relationships and 


partnerships. 


"^ 59 Anice used to 


2 вз Absruso. 


* .2 Financially 


Birthdate of: 


tant to keep your friendship with 
someone? 


> 


do. This is not your style. (You gen- 


е 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You're ener- 
вече, bold and (admit 
10 looking for a fight. To 
зау you're looking is not. 

entirely correct. But you certainly 

aren't going to back down from any- 


thing. 
each other. The problem 


is, they don't agree, and 


you don’t know which side will win. 


festerday you 
very opinionated 

about things. Today 

youre ready to fight. it 

ally worth it? Isn't it more impor- 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Don't get into 
a fight with somebody 
about money or posses- 
sions, because that is 
‘what youre tempted to 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): You feel inde- 
‘sive today. Your two 
halves are talking 10 


rally lose your temper only once or 


twice in your lifetime!) 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
1 Reason by 

eduction 

7 Green benis 

15 Hred kilers 

16 Northem israeli 

11 Having the 
power of fight 

18 Former ove. 

19 Ladylove 

21 Bone сайу 

22 E-mail 
punctuation 

23 Spanish captat 

25 Seven days 

25 Bahrain uler 

28 Hangs in 
suspension 

30 саћу 

31 Aterrative 
beau 

зз Coined money 

35 Picturesque 

37 Funeral tolings 

41 Obituary page 
‘stings 

45 “Stas Mamer” 
author 

46 Blackjack 

49 Disengage 

51 Grook covered 
жаккау 

52 Contemplibie 
persons 

54 indian 
Instruments 

58 Ending of a 
belef 

57 Spit in "The. 
Tempest” 


Ву Matthew Higgins 
Concord, NH 


4 Mosque leader 

5 Maicous 
language 

6 Draw into 
ontradton 

1 Head-sweling 
expenence 

в Feoling of 


gainan 
advantage. 

61 Compartment 
Ina sleeping 
с 


12 Тел 
contacts 

13 Maidon 

14 Underhanded 

20 Fusses. 

24 Ойор, for one 

21 "We the Lung" 
author 

28 Trigonometic 
function 

32 Stead 

34 Stppery 
catches, 

36 Fires 

38 Contest at law 

39 Unted 


84 Adverts 

55 Doorway 
header 

66 Nursery plece 

57 Exceeds the 
dit 


DOWN 
1 Room screens 


48 Ате record 
50 South Асал 
slockades 

53 Big igs 
55 Mail or mno 


undergarment 
fabrics 

42 Scotlands 
отот 

43 Most wendy 

ча Fly high 

46 Sacred beetle 

41 Dawn godess 


precoder 
sa Son of Leah 
60 Skin probiom 
62 Soak up rays 


rewarding 
3 Having 
pertinence 


jursue your dreams. (Not many do.) But you know 


Queen Latifah, singer/actress; Vanessa Williams, singer/actress; Bonnie Blair, speedskater. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You have a strong 
difference of opinion 
with a friend today. You 


О might even get in an ar- 


gumentaboutit But anger serves no 
Purpose except to make everyone 
miserable. Chill ош. 

and partners are hard to 


) avoid today. People аге 


touchy. This is very bad timing. Wait 
until another day to discuss what 


you want to talk about. 
iy today, ЈЕ anybody 
| 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Squabbles 
with authority figures 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Disagreements 
with co-workers are like- 


Crosses you wi 


pobstiyeihem ol You do lie to 
cep ihe peace; nevertheless, youre 


nota doormat. 
You're quick to take in- 


e 


sume that every questionable com- 
ment is a slight. "Dont take things 
personali 


% 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Lovers’ quar- 
rels can arise today al- 
most out of nothing. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Family dis- 
cussions are anything 
from a simple debate to 
an out-and-out fight о. 
day. People are touchy! 
Others are too ready to fight for 


MIKROKOSMOS 


Пек! 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


сү 


Mao ReeXcle Тауо £3 
ә 


пећима @Ltinanarg C lagyan ny makha, 
‘sang соп? itaas at layan antenna, Кама at 
КЕР ess т, тко! 
as де ng зар. 
(epatis e ewe 
a мне nas at ng Papemerok branches at Gury Far lng Galery a Cubao X B nal 


I rens 19 © 
bundok 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


тм DETERMINED 
10 TEACH HIM NOT 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


артам PA NGA £N. 
Fetan тооке E-VAT; 
асве TALKS тол NAGHIAIRAP 
Ph ANG mas NAGSASAKRIPISIO - 
"Ава? кєз. KESA SA - TSK! 
T HPRRGHT 


m wett 
PERO Pu: PUSH 
Tati зя Tae мча. GALI PAMAN TAYO NG 
WA Fù. SACRIFICE PAPA, отрик PA 
54 IKABUBUTI. 


LOVEKNOTS 


their beliefs. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): This is an 
accident-prone day. Be 
careful when jogging, 
walking or driving. The 


È reason its, accident- 


prone is because you might be dis- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Arguments 
over the ownership of 


МАМ PUUS? SOBRP NAMAN РО p мағы. 
FAMBUBSGBOS А ЗА £STUP JAM > 


TAG кши” AERA 


tracted by impatience. 
day. Perhaps you're up- 


2 
zr 


Something are likely to- 


ters. Wait until another day to sort 


this out. 
happens is the last 


straw. W's important to 


know that а lot of people fee! like 
this today. Remain calm. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You're 
ready to throw in the 
towel today. Whatever 
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SUPER! SELECTION 


Watch the road! 


By Albert Pili 


ing about owning one, how about a watch to 
match? You'll always be in the driver's seat with 
TechnoMarine’s new Hummer watch that packs in а 
whole lot of attitude in its super-sized design. This 
timepiece takes its inspiration right from the road to 
| the wrist. This Hummer watch features design ele- 
ments straight from the vehicle including a tire- 
tread rubber strap, signature seven-spoke rim sec- 
onds movement and a 43-mm case reminiscent of 
the Hummer grille. Leave it to TechnoMarine to 
push the envelope and conjure up a winner. 


I F YOU'VE GOT A HUMMER OR YOU'RE THINK- 


Go on, take it for а spin. You'll 6317491); Rafael Jewellery, Edsa 
love the way this Hummer watch Shangri-la Plaza Mall (Tel. No. 
handles and hugs the wrist. You'll 6363398), Rafael Jewellery, И 
also marvel at its performance, Makati Shangri-la Hotel (Tel. No. PES | 
just like the off-road vehicle. But 8138501), My Diamond, Gloriet- 
мете talking watches, not trucks. ta 4 (Tel. No. 7571086); My Dia- a 
л аны ы eee: | Welcome home, Robin! 
steel/black PVD case houses a 9124013), My Tempo, SM City Ы 
genuine Swiss chronograph North Edsa (Tel. No. 9277620) 
Bivement The watch is water Time Plus 75, Greenhills Theater | ROBIN DA ROZA IS BACK ON THE BOOB flecting the homeowners personal taste 
resistant to 330 feet. Mall (Tel. No. 7217868); and tube. He welcomes us into celebrity cribs and style,” said Robin as he opened a new 
"TechnoMarine Hummer watch Washington Rockwell, Power. | each week via “Welcome Home.” door to his new home. 
is available at TechnoMarine plant Mall (Tel. No. 8982288). “Welcome Home" is the story of a home 
Flagship Store, Greenbelt 3 (Tel. For additional information, you | as, told by its homeowner. Sundays, 11:30 a.m. on Studio 23. Host- 
No. 7573975); TechnoMarine may visit — www.technoma- “15 about character and personality re- ed by Robin да Roza. 
Boutique, SM Megamall (Tel. No. rine.com. 


А Moss exciting exhibit 
S 


artist de- 
livers the punch 
on Philippine 
monetary mat- 
ters and puns on 
Pinoy pop cul- 
ture, something 
right up his 
artistic sleeve 


157;sqm. usable floor area 

RT бо а 

Jason Moss’ a 4 Also available house models: 

mw Make your | 2 NE | 

exhibit, entitled ns 5 ~ : 5 

"Living in cen- m e A e X а 2 

ws wedding са 

March 20 and 

wana memorable. 

21at Pablo, 

Marikina Shoe 

Expo, Cubao © 8 Ба Mem 

ве m3 pec ML ынан ы ыыы 
У. ~ 


unti you reach the Batasan Road Extension. Turn left upon seeing the Petron Gas 
Super! fans will - gms 224 Station. Go straight unti you reach Filhomes H Gate 1. Follow directional signs to 


vec» LAAJ YELLOW PAGES | 6 КП ess 


А 55; r Magnolia house model 
Find the right FLORIST for you in the p 47 sqm. usable fior area 


Go! MasterCard Jets you keep on 
oing 


a 

allows: you to 

‘on buying and keep: ог 
Go! MasterCard. Andi 
approaching, Go! Mi 
have arrived at a better 


Can't resist the gorgeous bikini and cate, 
ul flip-flops you've ben es 
? Just go’ buy it 
Go! MasterCard. Want to Work 
tan in Cebu or Boracay? Go ahead. 
your Cebu Pacific tickets to the card. 
And let's not forget your pasalubong 


And it keeps getting bet 
you buy or flyusing your Go 
the more you buy and. 


Go buy 
Use your Go! 
and go geta С 


Apply now tor a Gal MasterCard. Applic at 
at Ri jablishments and authorized Cebu Рас 
‘also сай 898-7088 for " 


—— Bar ANI 


“У 


Bench Summer Catalogue Гог а minimum single receipt purchase / 
worth Php 200 in'sefecied Bench, Herbench, and Bench Воду stores. 
PROMO PERIOD: Feb 25 to April 2, 2006 e 


evum \ 


single receipt purchase of Php 800 In Bench, Herbench, Bonch Body, а 
led to (1) FREE Bench Mado іп Paradise, Summor Catalogu: 


Only one (1) Bench Summer Made іп Paradiso Catalogue will be given away to ‘every customer 
уља makes a single purchase worth at least Php 800 or mort n) 


# 
\ > 
© Grodit card & gift check purchase and salo Items aro valld as long эз the minimum réquiíed 


. Bench employee Р.О. and Bench Time purchase ( Men's and Ladies watches are not Valid 


у No. 0845 Serien of 2006, 
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DJ JESSIE SUACO 


OR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE NEVER. 
F heard of the man. (Tiesto) He is one of 

the best DJs in the world! This man has 
topped the DJ Mag awards for past three years 
and it doesn't look like he's willing to give up 
the crown just yet! Tiesto is the total entertain- 
ment package, good music, stunning visuals 
and unmatched showmanship. Every dance 
music fan should hope to see him perform live 
at least once in their Ме, Tiesto is the Rolling 
Stone of dance music. 


VERY TIESTO 
event is а 
unique experi- 


ence. A true crowd 
pleaser, he plays sole- 
ly for his audience's 
enjoyment. 1 like his 
music ‘coz it’s пос 
heavy trance. He 
plays tracks with a lot. 
of vocals and his pro- 
ductions are аз 
tounding and he 
adapts to the crowd. 


places reached its legal limit in terms 
of the number of people attending. The 

dubs were always full and packed to the 
brim! The energy was intense, everyone was 
in high spirits, the production sets were elab- 
orate, and the vibe was simply unbeatable, He 
started his sets with his some of his new 
tracks, then went on to play more progressive 
trance and ended with popular remixed ver- 
sions of his classics like lethal industry, adagio 
for strings, urban train, eternal voices, fight 
643, and Nyana. Lam glad that Manila can fi- 
nally get a chance to experience the King of 
trance and the living legend that is DJ Tiesto! 


DI CAO 


CANT 
wait for 
Tiesto's 


зей We are curious to 
see why he is DJ 
Mag's No. 1 DJ in the 
world! We are also 
excited for the Mani- 
la crowd to be able to 
experience. | this 
event! 


ES TIME, IT SEEMED THAT THE 


jrittany's 
У Тһе Islands' Masterplan: : 


Spanning an expansive 130-hectare 
landscape, The Islands is the only development 


RATER E Rd 
Gy element to The Islands masterplan, Ж 
еу eae те by de great island in Dasmariñas masterplanned to a large scale. 
homes across the world. 


I wonder if she would like the color 
white in our bedroom... 


1 wonder what delicious dish 
she will cook up tonight... 


4; 


Ж. 


To 
Manila шарда, 
[552] 


Single-stovey. рашид ШИ 
Providing move voom бос possibilities айй all 
de liue your kind of life. Your home. in Carib: 


Susana 
Heights 


Get a Property Previel 
Call 850 2868 ov 850 6986 
ov click www.bvittany.comph 


5 NS 9 2 4 У 
Caribé Brittany 
ət THE ISLANDS ——— 
Life at gow owh vinim 


CORPORATION 


Caribé is home to the. ployful, |. КЎ 582 
leisurely life as inspired by the gi 
Caribbean-Floridianiéornmunitles, 83555 


ry Sr mam dm or 
diac conr 


The Islands is composed of various ‘exclusive enclaves, Ibiza; completed and Sold cut, is one of the 
bigger enclaves with its custom home sites offering minimum lot areas of 400 зап, Island Park, another: 
completed project, offers homes and lot packages and custom home sites. Montégo, a private, exclusive 
enclave rises as one, of the new; developments. Amalfi offers, home and lot packages Yor the. family. 
starting out in life: The latest development; Caribé, takes after the great Caribbean-Floridian communities’ 
‘of the world. Each:enclave offers its-own unique interpretation of island life. And it's all set against 
wide open spaces, in а community of colorful island enclaves where you have more room to roam ahd: 


places to play across the vast landstape.i 


As envisioned by 


maverick developer 
Brittany Corporation, 
The Islands puts together 
multi-faceted island-like 
communities in one vast 


Lifescape"... 


CLUB ISLAND ые 
At the very heart of The Islands, Club Island rises 
as the country club complete with leisure must- 
haves in a quaint, tropical setting. A free-form 
pool, interspersed with cabanas, tropical gardens, 

butterfly sanctuaries and palm trees, surround 
the clubhouse. The grand ballroom readily 
accommodates 300 persons. Club Island embodies 
-The Islands’ environment of playful leisure. And 
very soon, membership will be offered for enjoying 
the club life-island style 


PASEO PARK 

Open to homeowners, neighborhood amenities—a 
wide range of sports and recreation facilities-are 
clustered together in Paseo Park. 


Viacom 


КЕР 
t Caribbean-Floridian communities ^ 


m 


fife at its most leisurely. It features an open floor plan, making 


it seem as if one room flows seamlessly to the next. 


ДЕ 
d 


The Caribbean-Floridian 
atmosphere: the perfect 
setting for enjoying life's 
best moments 


ST. PAUL'S COLLEGE 

One of the country's premier schools, St. Paul's 
College is right within The Islands, presently 
offering quality education from elementary to 
high school iavels. 


With The Islands, big plans are currently 
underway—a grand masterplan for island life. 


possibilities: 


{ the open йоогагеа! 
offers freedom to 1 


Т tum the home's d 
3] space into any typed 
of living area 


At home in Caribé: lounging in leisure апа in piayiuity меки а sie 


аан | 


UT 


You have 3 main entry.points 
to The Islands. The latest is.via 
the newly opened Molino 
"Boulevard, you сай also opt to 


take the "Southwoocds. Ör. 
| 


А Leisurely Location 


~ Carmona interchange via SLEX. 


With its central 
location-a vital pea 
element of its grand 
masterplan—everything E 
is close to you at 
"Caribé, the latest} 


enclave of The Islands. q 


| 
Located along Governor's Drive in 
j Progressive Dasmarifias, Caribé and 
| 
The Islands are near everything one 


needs in life. 


You have 3 main entry points to The 

$ Islands. The latest is via the newly | 
opened Molino Boulevard, making The 
Islands more accessible than ever Ё 
before. You can also opt to take the 
Soüthwoods or Carmona interchange 
viz SLEX. 


Everything 
you need 
in life 
is practically 


a hop and 


skip away. 


A short drive takes you to your choice 
of malls-SM City Dasmariñas, SM Molino, 
and Robinsons Dasmariñas. Offices. 
schools and other establishments of the 
Alabang business and commercial centers 


are also close to The Islands. 


In 15 minutes, you can enjoy the cool 


THE ISLANDS 


ain scenic views and leisure 
destinations of Tagaytay. The beaches 


of Batangas are near as well 


With The Islands and Caribé |7 А a Property . Call 850 2868 
masterplanned in a central location: ЕШ A or click www.brittany.co 


everything you need in life is at a : 5 à 
"eisurely distance right nearby. ~ 4 


Crown Asia, the country's biggest 
homebuilder, has just completed another 
signature project in addition to its long 
list of world-class communities. Welcome 
to Amalfi, where everyday is a holiday. 


As one of the blissful clusters of 
The Islands located at the flourishing 
area of Dasmarifias Cavite, it brings into 
its folds the beauty of nature and cozy 
atmosphere perfected with superb 
amenities. Just like living in an exclusive 
resort. And more fun will come your 
way as Amalfi is now finished with 
paved roads and green parks. 
Picturesque ltalian-inspired homes 
are also up and ready to complement 
your tasteful lifestyle. 


"Within the stylish enclave of The Islands emerges 
ia sophisticated Italian resort-like residential 
community - Amalfi. 


3 

{This masterplanned community lets you 
‘experience holiday retreat 365 days a year right 
atthe comfort of your home. With its warm and 

jresort like ambience, surrounded by.a scenic 

{View of a landscaped panorama, enjoy a daily 
Чове of refreshing atmosphere with your family 
ога passionate interlude with your better halt 


Stilo content your desire for grandeur and luxury, 
spend the rest of the day flexing your muscles 
tthe sports complex. Intended as a series of 
multipurpose playing courts, you can shoot 

а basket, volley a бај and whack a shuttlecock 
Whenever you please. Or if you can't stand 
the heat, go for a splash and cool down at B 
the swimming pool. 


«Also included in Ihe preparation of Amalfi is the 
E clubhouse; ‘tis situated right at the center of the 
торелу where you can hold a variety of activities 
ERIR comprehensive party amenities. And 
When the day is over and your energy is spent, 
он сап always st back and relax at your 
balcony, underneath a breathtaking moonlit sy. 


аса 
ЕСТЕН Еа) 
‘Amalfi boasts of its own precious gems: Jade, 
pullo резо cated 
1 homes with a minimum lot area of 88 square 
meters to a generous 300** square meters, all 
with distinct styles inspired by the masterful craft 
all model homes are now available at the site. 


Each unit maintains the five core values oi 
Crown Аза: a collection of homes that are ideal 
for families seeking for comfort, serenity and 
security amid a lush-green environment 
To sustain maximum consumer satisfaction, 
Атай homes are priced practically within reach 
of every budget-conscious family. 


According to your taste and family lifestyle, ЖР У 
there is a residence available for you to fit in iff / 
Be in one of these jewels and give your life У 


added prestige and luster zt 4 А "E zy АА” ORE 


‘Amalfi can be easily reached through 3 major 
thoroughfares: via the Aguinaldo Highway, 
Daang Mari-Molino Koad "and via SLEX 
Southwoods to Carmona exit 


St. Paul College is located within the vi of 
pop died, 
ing to and from school. Other institutional p ара 
selon o ed om scent Ole Per fs 
аи ата не аде | Кеј 
‘University and other exclusive schools. And if 


А POV TEA Ste 
youre looking or place to upwind, ti fa ai ^ ў Ноте осе 
год to know that Tagaytay and Enchante | Әл ЕУІ E 7 | 
UI pup ОХ Your home of choice 
1 From lis existing entrance along Governors Drive. |) : } 

' fn Dasmariñas Cavite, another entrance will soon 
фе opened along Molina Road. This will give 
easy access to commercial establishments such 

£as The SM malls Alabang Town Center, Festival 

+ Mall and other shopping centes within the area. 

j Amalfi is situated on a distinctive area that leads 

о ай routes of destination, А resortlike setting 

£ Surrounded by urbanized lifestyle, yet maintaining 

ТОХИ anda рем bene. $o pet зам 

ears reniy because 1% going o he a pleal da 

Т ай year round at Атай, TUAM 


о' gf St.Paul College located at Thé Islands. 


For more information, contact йш gr 


& Crown Asia at tel. nos, 873-1614, 
T — 871-3882 and 873-8412 today, 


—————— BÓ €———M M: 


